
 

 

God Among Us! 
  
God always seeks to have a personal and intimate           
relationship with us. That is the reason why he created us. 
Our God is a relational God who desires to dwell in the 
midst of his people, to love and commune with them. In the 
Old Testament and especially in Exodus, tabernacles were 
constructed so that God can dwell among his people.      
Israelites always wanted the presence of God among them. 
It is even more clear in the New Testament with Jesus    
intentionally coming down to earth to dwell among us. God 
is a self-giving love to us, he desires to have a relationship 
with each one of us, individually and also corporately. 
  
I have seen God among us as some of you individually have shared with me what God is doing in your lives 
and also in your families. God pursues us with his love and how amazing to know that he loves us and he 
wants to commune with each one of us. It has been encouraging to have good church attendance during this 
summer, but more importantly is to see and know that some of you have sought to develop deeper               
relationships with Christ. God among us as not only added to our numerical growth, but also spiritually we are     
seeking to grow in him at every level of our lives. 
  
  
God among us has added to our Tuesday at 10 AM prayer time. It is always a joy to see you come and spend 
time with God in prayer and with one another. If you have not attended this prayer time, you are really     
missing out. Please come! God among us, I have seen you actively serve our community and also globally. 
God has called us to be and make disciples for the transformation of the world and I am so glad that you are 
involved in God’s mission in whatever field he has called you to serve. 
  
Right now, we have some of our church family members who have not been feeling well and they are trusting 
God for a healing, let us join them in prayer and I know God among us will hear our prayers for them. 
  
God continues doing amazing things among us and I am happy that you are part of his mission here at Clay 
Center and beyond. May the blessings of the Lord be with you now and always! 
  
God is among us and may he richly dwell in your heart! 
  
Reuben Langat, Ph.D. 
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    Our Mission 

Worship God who loves us. 

Share our faith by building relationships. 

Bring hope to the world we serve. 



  

 

 

 

Financial Report from 

Finance Committee:  

General Budget 

 

Mission of the Month:  

Lighthouse $193.95 

 

Budget - June 

Receipts  $21,842.64 

Expenses  $30,169.35 

 

YTD June 30 

Receipts    $145,274.58 

Expenses  $163,690.41  

                                                         

 

 

Donna Karmann 08/04 

LaVerne Carpenter 

08/17 

 

 

 It’s Back!! The hands-on Mission Project, NUMANA is set for 

Sunday, September 18th. This worthwhile mission continues to be 

such a successful project, that we have brought it back for our fifth year. Once 

again, our goal is $6,000 which gives us the opportunity to package 20,000 meals 

for the hungry. We will have sign-up sheets around the church for volunteers. 

We are in need of 85-100 workers. There will also be a variety of ways to make 

monetary donations throughout the next two months. 

Please mark your calendars for the afternoon of Sunday, September 18. 

Help us make a difference in the world. 

Mission of the Month 

 

    

 

Dwight & Doris        

Ferguson 08/01/1970 

Jerry & Carolyn     

Rothfuss 08/04/1968 

Calvin & Barbara 

Wohler 08/06/1966 

Dwight & Carol       

Benninga 08/09/1964 

Larry & Laurene Parsley 

08/11/1970 

Roy & Linda Henry 

08/15/1970 

Randy & Cathy Hafner 

08/19/1972 

Marc & Dee Gerardy 

08/23/1969 

Larry & Rosalee       

Wilcoxson 08/23/1964 

Alan & Ruth Johnson 

08/25/1968 

Lee & Alice Ohlde 

08/30/1963 

We want to welcome Walker Lee Liby born on July 5, 2022 to Jason & Nicole 

Libby and sisters Alana, Jayli, Layla, Sydni & Tessa.  Grandparents are Vernon 

& Dawn McGee. 

On July 10, 

2022 we      

welcomed  

into our 

church family 

Nora and Tillie Lehman 

through baptism.  They are 

the daughters of Justin &   

Dani Lehman, with big  

brother Burke. Grandparents 

are James & Kim Crimmins. 

Donna Karmann will be turning 90 years old on August 4th.  

Her family is hosting a card shower in her honor.  Please send 

her a card and any memories you would want to share with 

her.  Her address is 425 Anthony Street, Clay Center, KS 67432 



 

 

“I’m coming home!”  No sweeter words could ever have been spoken to this parent! 

At a recent visit to Columbus to see our daughter and her husband, this exciting statement was spoken.  

Even though there were many details that needed to be worked out, it was their desire to leave Ohio and 

move home – back to Kansas!  It is hard to explain how those three words made me feel.  I was overcome 

with emotion and true elation. I wanted to shout for joy!! Their stay in Columbus was a “once in a life-

time” adventure for them.  They have no regrets about living there and getting to experience the amazing 

jobs they had, but they are at a different season in their lives now. They want to be closer to family.  

They know, beyond a shadow of a doubt that this is what God had planned all along. Over the past six 

years, I prayed for them daily, seeking safety, contentment and happiness.  I never once prayed that they 

would find it in their hearts to move closer.  I guess I accepted the fact that they were making their home 

somewhere else, and I just wanted to be happy for them.   I had no idea  of the depths of the desire of my 

own heart, to have them nearer, until those three simple words were shared! 

In spiritual terms, “I’m coming home” comes from a different context, but those words are exactly what 

our Heavenly Father is waiting to hear.  We, God’s children, at times can find ourselves veering away 

from our foundation of faith.  It may be due to reasons of sin, trauma, bad experiences, immaturity,     

laziness, apprehension or uncertainty. The list could go on and on, but no matter what causes these      

separations, he longs for his children to come “home” and to be closer to him.  Can you even begin to  

imagine God’s feelings of emotion and true elation when one of his children says, “I’m coming home!”  I 

am sure he shouts for joy at the sound of those three simple words. 

It is never too late to make the decision to come home to Jesus.  He is waiting with open arms to greet 

you, to love you, and to watch you grow and mature in your faith. It will be a move you will not regret.   

Much love to you all, 

Marabeth  

Jesus And Me – JAM  

Thank you to all of the volunteers that have helped out by taking charge of 

JAM time throughout the summer. It is always a fun and exciting time! One 

Sunday, as the kids were delivering Care Packages around the church        

neighborhood, they found this beautiful bird, one of God’s special creations, 

that was in need of some special attention.  After 

much love and attention, the bird was prayed for 

at sent home with one of our  loving families. It ended up being a different 

lesson than what was planned, but it was a beautiful day for the children and 

their leaders, Donna Griggs & Frances Benson. God is Good, All the Time. 



 

Children Learning About Yahweh 

One Year Anniversary in Clay Center UMC. Mount Rainier was one of the destinations of my recent trip to 

Washington. My good young adult friend and his family were kind enough to have me join their family to drive 

up the mountain and take pictures. We entered the national park at 10 in the morning, and it took us about one 

hour to get to the Paradise Visitor Center. As my friend and I started our slow hike up the narrow trails and 

through the trees, our path opened to a field of blooming wildflowers blanketed with layers of snow. Yes, there 

was still snow on the ground in July :) One thing that caught my attention was little green shootings breaking 

through thick layers of snow trying to get sunlight. I was told those were avalanche lilies, and they grow       

together side by side with 3 to 5 other shoots. What a Wesleyan class meeting kinda flower! We  continued our 

hike and stopped on a bridge overseeing the waterfall to our right, and a stunning view of the snow-draped   

volcanic cone on top of Mountain Rainier to our left. We were just 9,000 feet shy of the summit and turned 

back around. :) I have read about Mt Rainier, and I have seen videos of this national park on National            

Geographic Channels, so I thought I knew what was coming when we drove up. What I saw was far more     

majestic than what I have read or watched on television. The lesson from Mount Rainier became clear; reading 

about something is different from experiencing it. Similarly, there is a difference between knowing a person’s 

name and being known by name. In Exodus 33, God reassured Moses about this difference up in Mount Sinai, 

“I will do the very thing you have asked because I am pleased with you and I know you by name.” The past 

year has been a time of ministry adjustment, family transition, and reflection on the delicate balance of new  

believers and the strengthening of the firm faith instilled in young people by previous children and youth      

directors. Two things I have learned from this season are; to remember that we can always feel his presence  

because he knows each of us by name and not to be anxious or “...to consider the lilies...” (Mathew 6:28) My 

interactions with volunteers, parents, and children at this church have been an enormous blessing in my       

ministry journey. I would like to extend my gratitude to everyone who has worked in this ministry in the past 

for everything they have done and invested in the lives of these young people. I would like to extend my      

gratitude to both Kate   Henry and Arica Hayes. They have main-

tained a steady presence in the leadership of youth groups on 

Wednesdays, with Payton   Kuckelman for Adventurers and Power 

Packs on Tuesdays and Thursdays respectively. These good witnesses 

make Clay Center fun and more rewarding to grow in. In the past, I 

have welcomed many  transitions and settled into new roles and     

responsibilities, but being here at Clay Center is different in many 

ways–God has been faithful to his people in this place who long for 

more of His presence. I     believe that God is not done with our     

vibrant generation of young people and the year of breakthrough has 

just begun.   

Consider the lilies (Do not be anxious), Zac  



Tuesdays @ Ten –  

Every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. the sanctuary is open 

for personal prayer time. There is no structure 

and no time frame. Persons are invited to simply 

come to the sanctuary and pray. There is coffee 

and conversation in the Family Life Center      

immediately following for anyone that would like 

to spend time in fellowship. This is open to all. 

Earlier in the month, the group was invited to 

Dallas & Linda Cunningham’s cabin for a    

morning of fun. Please consider adding this time 

with church family to your calendar. 

Thank You, Trustees & Volunteers  

Again, we would like to extend a big 

Thank You to our Trustees and all of those 

that have helped in recent weeks to keep 

our church property beautiful, safe and 

open for the expansion of mission projects 

for our church and community. The work 

the Trustees do is so important and does 

not go unnoticed. 

Pictured is Pastor Reuben by the remains 

of the huge tree that was on our property 

north of the church. 

Amazing!! 

Mark your calendar for 

our next distribution. 

August 1st @ 

11:30am Clay Co. 

Fair Grounds 



8:45a The Way Service 

9:30a  JAM 

10:30a  Sanctuary Worship 

8p AA/Al-anon 

8:45a The Way Service 

9:30a JAM     

10:30a Sanctuary Worship 

 

8p AA/Al-anon 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

August is Friendship/ 

Meals on Wheels        

delivery by our church. 

1 

11:30a  

Harvesters 

2 

9:30a Cong. Care 

10a Tue. @ 10 

 

 

 

3 

 

 

 

5-:30p Scramble 

6:15p HS Youth 

4 

 

 

 

5 

 

6 

7 

 

8 

 

9 

 

10a Tue. @ 10 

 

 

 

10 

6:45a Men’s Morning 

 

 

 

5:30p Scramble 

6:15p HS Youth 

11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5:30p Numana 

12 

 

 

13 

 

 

14 Blessing of Backpacks 

 

15 16 

 

10a Tue. @ 10 

 

 

17 

1st day of  

School 

 

5:30p Scramble 

6:15p HS Youth 

18 

 

 

 

19 

 

20 

21  

 

 

 

 

22 23 

10a Tue. @ 10 

 

 

 

 

 

24 

6:45a Men’s Morning 

 

 

 

 

5:30p Scramble 

25 

 

 

Enlightener  

Articles Are Due 

 

 

26 27 

28 29 

11:30a 

Harvesters 

30 

10a Tue. @ 10 

 

 

 

31 

 

 

 

 

 

5:30p Scramble 

 

 

 

 

  

8:45a The Way Service 

9:30a  JAM 

10:30a  Sanctuary Worship 

8p AA/Al-anon 

8:45a The Way Service 

9:30a JAM     

10:30a Sanctuary Worship 

 

8p AA/Al-anon 

8:45a  The Way Service 

9:30a  JAM 

10:30a  Sanctuary Worship 

 6:30p BYOM– Bruce & Faun 

 Bauer’s 1425 15th Lane 

 

8p AA/ Al-anon 

FLC– Family Life Center                         

FEL– Fellowship Hall ( basement) 

Cong. Care– Congregation Care Team– Library 

FFF– Faithfully Fit Forever - FLC– volunteer lead exercise 

UWF– United Women in Faith, all women are welcome 

Home Spun– UWF cluster - Parlor 

C.O.O.L.  W.H.I.P.– UWF cluster– RM 2 

Men’s Morning– FLC/ breakfast and devotion, all men are 
welcome 

Adv. – Adventures  1st-3rd grades/ FEL 

Pwr Pk– Power Pack 4th-5th grades/ FEL 

Youth Group– HS/ High School ,  MS/Middle 
School 

8:45a The Way Service 

9:30a  JAM 

10:30a  Sanctuary Worship 

11:30a Youth Fundraiser  

 Dinner 

 

 

8p AA/Al-anon 



Thank you to Clay Center United Methodist Church for hosting mom’s funeral     

service.  When mom spoke about her funeral service to us, her desire was to have it in 

a church.  The gracious spirit of Clay Center United Methodist Church and kindness 

throughout that day brought sunshine on our darkest hours.  We will never forget the 

church’s hospitality which allowed us to honor not only mom, but God, in a way she 

would have loved.  Thank you from all of us.  I’m not sure she ever sent a thank you for the beautiful   

prayer quilt.  She truly treasured it.  Thank You                      Family of Dee Ouellette 

 
 

 

Bell Tower Wedding Adventure  

By Karla Fickes  

 

The Clay Center United Methodist Church is my church home. I was baptized here, confirmed here, and 

have attended here my entire life. There was absolutely no doubt in my mind I was going to be married in 

this church. Nick and I got engaged in the summer of 1999 and planned our wedding day for April 8, 2000. 

I had always dreamed of a spring wedding, even though I was in the middle of student teaching that semes-

ter, I was still going to have my April wedding!  

We had booked the church for the service and all was going as planned, until we got word that the bell 

tower was going to have to be removed. As it was being torn down, due to safety reasons, there were no 

services allowed in the Sanctuary. CCUMC then had to have weekly church services in the High School 

Auditorium, I am sure many of you remember that crazy time! We did book the Presbyterian Church 

(Nick’s home church) as a backup plan if the sanctuary was not reopened by my wedding date. We        

considered moving the wedding date, but that was just not possible. So a wedding that was having no stress 

suddenly had the church as our biggest worry!  

My mom, Kathy Wilder, just happened to be on the Trustees at that time (I believe a God thing) and she 

wanted to see me married in our church. She was in on the meetings and made it her mission in life to have 

her little girl married in this church. She contacted the construction teams regularly and became known as 

the “Mother-of-the-Bride.” Just a couple short weeks before the wedding the bell tower was down and the 

sanctuary was reopened.  

On April 8, 2000, a beautiful spring day, Nick and I were married in the United Methodist Church. For 

one of my wedding gifts, one of the Trustees even gave me a brick from the old bell tower and I still have it 

to this day! This church means so much to me and every time I am in the Sanctuary I remember the       

important moments in my life that have happened here. I feel the presence of God in this church and I   

always will.  

Do you have a story about the bell, the old bell tower or the new bell tower?  We are collecting them for 

the upcoming 150th celebration.  Please share with us your story and /or pictures.   

The 150th Celebration Historical Committee 



WILDER AUTO BODY  
Owner Kyle Wilder   

138 Crawford 632-3484   

Complete Auto Body Repair, 

Insurance Claims, 24 Hour  

Towing, Free Estimates 

 

United  
Bank & Trust 

Main Bank– 5th & Lincoln Ave. 

Motor Bank– 726 W. Crawford 

FDIC  Insured  632-3171 

Thank you to our 

Enlightener sponsors 

Wall’s True Value 

Hardware - Television 

Major Appliances - Lumber 

632-2851 

423 Lincoln           Clay Center 

www.wallsscratchndent.com 
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IN OUR PRAYERS: Elizabeth Carlson, Jillian Browne, Tom  

Skinner,  Brody Reed, Barbara Booth, Al Kirtley, Virginia Modean, 

Clyda Frederick, Angie ( Schulze) Mcfadden, Scott Taddiken, and  

Patty Stephans, and for those whose names are unmentioned.                                                                                 

Serving in the Military: Brenden Kolsky, Drew Sumner, Cooper Coffman 

SCRAMBLE 

    Wednesday evening free-offering meal   

5:30 pm—6:30 pm 

August 3rd– Leonardville American Legion Family– Spaghetti Dinner 

August 10th– Scramble Committee– Chicken Enchiladas, Salads,          

Mexican Corn Bread, Fried Ice Cream for Dessert 

August 17th– OPEN 

August 24th-CCCHS Tiger Football—Pulled Pork Dinner 

August 31st-NUMANA– Baked Ham Dinner 

To Jean Johnson & Family on the loss of her husband and our 

member Ed (Doc) Johnson on July 17, 2022.  Her address is 2212 

Buckner Dr., Manhattan, KS 66503 if you want to send a card. 


