
 

 

God is at work! He is at work in and through us as a church family. In the last 

few weeks we have had people join our church as members and we have also    

witnessed new people attend our worship services. I thank you for being 

friendly and hospitable and for inviting your family and friends to come   

worship with us. You are awesome! Our confirmands have faithfully attended 

their classes and they are ready to be confirmed Sunday, May 1st. I thank all 

the mentors for being available for them and their parents for encouraging 

them to attend. 

  

As some of you might be aware, we recently received a lot, 419
th

 Clarke Street 

next to the northern church parking lot donated to us by Dennis and Linda 

Parry. We thank them for this gift that would go a long way in extending our 

future church ministries to our community. Our Trustees have done a great job working on this and I    

appreciate them. 

  

Our Easter services were amazing with good attendance which exceeded my expectations. Again, that   

happened because you came and also invited a friend to come with you. Thank you to all volunteers who 

devotedly gave their time to make the services a success, including the trumpeters who played on Easter 

Sunday. 

  

Friendship Sunday was a success. It was exciting to meet new people who came to worship with us. Thank 

you for intentionally inviting them. Let us continue praying that they will come again and probably     

consider joining us if they don’t have a church, I would love to be their pastor too. 

  

Each one of you is a blessing to me and it is a great joy serving God together in this place. May you always 

know that God has called you out of the world, placed you in the world in order to send you to the world. 

That is our mission and I am glad we are here to do it.  

                     

Reuben Langat, Ph.D. 

 

                        Deed Signing Event 

                       with the Parry Family 
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    Our Mission 

Worship God who loves us. 

Share our faith by building relationships. 

Bring hope to the world we serve. 



  

 

 

 

Financial Report from 

Finance Committee:  

General Budget 

 

March  

Tithes & Offerings: 

$21,309.95  

Expenses: $30,751.41  

Missions: $2273.95 

 

Year To Date 

Jan. 1– March 31 

Tithes & Offerings: 

$79,943.66  

Expenses: $81,710.91  

Dale Case 

05/06 

                                                         

Dorothy Brown 

05/16 

 

 

Vacation Bible School is the mission of the month for May.  This goes towards 

the purchase of curriculum, art supplies, snacks, decorations and music for 100 

plus youth of our church and community.  This is a  wonderful ministry that 

helps our youth grow in their faith.  

Mission 

 

Ray & Diane Lykins 

05/25/1968 

United Methodist Men Announces New Resources and Brand 

Launching a new program and brand, “United Men’s Ministry”.  United Men’s 

Ministry is an innovative online resource  providing an easy-to-follow packages 

of resources including leader coaching, online learning, support, 

topical studies, connection, and more.  Please visit and check out 

their website www.unitedmensministry.com. 

We would like 

to welcome 

back through 

transfer of 

membership  

Ed and Jean Johnson.  If you 

would like to send them a       

welcome to our church card their 

address is 2212 Buckner Drive, 

Manhattan, KS 66503. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

Confirmation Sunday 

 

2 

11:30a 

Harvesters 

3 

9:30a Cong. Care 

10a Tue. @ 10 

 

3:30p Adv. 

5:30p FFF 

6:45p Trustees 

4 

9:15a FFF 

 

5-7p Scramble 

6:15p MS/HS Youth 

5 

 

 

3:30p Pwr Pk 

 

5:30p FFF 

6 

9:15a FFF 

7 

8 

 

9 

 

10 

10a Tue @ 10 

 

6:45a Men’s Morning 

 

9:15a FFF 

5-7p Scramble 

6:15p MS/HS Youth 

    

12 

 

 

 

 

13 

9:15a FFF 

9:30a  

HomeSpun 

14 

15 Graduation  

Sunday 

 

16 17 

 

10a Tue. @ 10 

 

 

 

18 

9:15a FFF 

5-6:30p Scramble 

6:15p MS/HS Youth  

 

19 

 

 

 

 

20 

9:15a FFF 

21 

22 

 

 

 

 

23 24 

10a Tue. @ 10 

 

 

 

 

 

25 

6:45a Men’s Morning 

9:15a FFF 

 

 

5:30p Scramble 

 

26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

27 

9:15a FFF 

28 

29 

845a The Way Service 

9:30a  JAM 

10:30a  Sanctuary  Wor-

ship 

 

 

8p AA/AL-anon 

30 

Office 

Closed 

Decorate  

For VBS 

 

31 

9a-12p VBS 

10a Tue. @ 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

8:45a  The Way Service 

9:30a  JAM 

 

10 am Youth to KC Royals 

10:30a  Sanctuary Worship 

 8p AA/Al-anon 

 

8:45a The Way Service 

9:30a JAM  Program              

10:30a Sanctuary Worship 

8p AA/Al-anon 

8:45a  The Way Service 

9:30a  JAM 

10:30a  Sanctuary Worship 

 

8p AA/ Al-anon 

FLC– Family Life Center                         
FEL– Fellowship Hall ( basement) 
Cong. Care–Congregation Care Team– Library 
FFF– Faithfully Fit Forever - FLC 
UMF– United  Woman in Faith 
Home Spun– UWF cluster - Parlor 
C.O.O.L.  W.H.I.P.– UWF cluster– RM 2 
Adv. – Adventures  1st-3rd grades 
Pwr Pk– Power Pack 4th-5th grades 
Youth Group– High School ,  

Middle School & combined 

 

8:45a The Way Service 

9:30a  JAM 

10:30a  Sanctuary Worship 

 

 

8p AA/Al-anon 



Children Learning About Yahweh 

The month of May was named for Maia, the Greek goddess of fertility. Most Greeks and Romans         

considered May a bad luck month for getting married. There is a poem that says, "Marry in May and 

you'll rue the day." The month of May for us Christians, however, is not a bad luck month. Instead, it is 

a season of bold witnessing to the world that Jesus rose from the dead, and it is a season of preparation as 

we focus on the ascension and the pouring of the promised Holy Spirit at Pentecost (June 5). As Method-

ists, we commemorate the third Sunday of May as Aldersgate Day.  

Our confirmands, for the last three months, have been learning our Methodist history and doctrine under 

the guidance of Pastor Reuben and their respective mentors. Aldersgate Day was one of the topics of      

discussion. 

On Saturday, May 24, 1738, John Wesley experienced his "heart strangely warmed." This experience was 

important to him personally, and it was also important for the Wesleyan movement. Wesley based his  

concept of faith as a spiritual sense on Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 

conviction of things not seen.” As I read and discern through this doctrine and curriculum that we used 

for our confirmation, I see the people called Methodists as Holy Spirit people. As a result of God's grace, 

the Methodist Revival began as an expression of biblical Christianity founded in the great works of the 

Spirit. Charles Wesley sums up this doctrine in one of his hymns; "Holy Ghost, no more delay; Come, and 

in thy temple stay: Now thine inward witness bear, Strong, and permanent, and clear: Spring of life, thyself im-

part; Rise eternal in my heart."  

We are Spirit-led people.  

As summer and Pentecost Sunday approaches, I thought it would be a good idea to look at John Wesley's 

sermons on the Holy Spirit and be empowered by this promise that the Father has given us.  

In the words of John Wesley, "If your heart is like mine, give me your hand." 

Zac.  

 

 



 

 

 

I just returned from a funeral.  Even though I didn’t actually know the woman that well, I had known her for 

a very long time and she played an important role in my life. She was one of the moms of the  neighborhood 

kids. As members of this generation begin to pass away, my heart and mind are  overflowing with precious 

childhood memories.    

 

I grew up in the 4-Mile community south of town.  There were many families in the area and we spent a lot of 

time together over the years. We had regular community Pot-Luck suppers at the old 4-Mile Schoolhouse. We 

attended Bible Club, had Kool-Aid stands, created spooky Haunted Houses at Halloween, and road our bikes 

up and down the dirt roads stirring up all kinds of dust. I remember the girls trying very hard to talk the boys 

out of some of their shenanigans.  They typically did not listen to us and we would secretly giggle when they 

got caught!   To top it all off, we rode the same school bus – every day!  The neighborhood kids had a great 

bond.  So, representing my family at this funeral was very important.  As I sat in that sanctuary, my heart was 

flooded with so many fond memories and I couldn’t help but be   grateful and give thanks to God for the 

childhood that I was granted.  This was my “village” and the     impact that my neighborhood had on my up-

bringing has become priceless.  It helped to mold me and   create in me a true love of community.   

 

If you had a similar experience as a child, know that you are blessed and your life is better because of it.  

Where ever you are right now, no matter your age or your surroundings, I encourage you to be a  intentional 

and loving neighbor.  Even the smallest of gestures can make a lasting impact.  You will give the gift of caring 

and acceptance and finally, you will bless someone with an abundance of special  memories that they will take 

with them for a lifetime.  What an amazing gift! 

 

I thank you God, for neighbors. 

Marabeth Conner 

 

“How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity!”   Psalm 133:1 

       Friendship Sunday, April 24, 2022 

You are always    

welcome here. 



Community Church Camp Committee -  April Update 

We did have some students apply for scholarships last summer but only about 20% of the camps were 

open. The previous summer all camps were closed due to Covid. This year most of the camps are up and 

running. We had 90 students apply for camp scholarships and we had the funds available from our         

ongoing fundraising to fund all who applied. That's where we are at right now. Funds are pretty much  

depleted so fundraising is top priority to be ready for next summer's applicants. Thanks for your           

interest and support. Like us on Facebook. 

Community Church Camp Committee, P.O. Box 118, Clay Center, Ks. 67432 

 

 

Bell Tower Update 

The projected bell tower construction and refurbishing of the historic bell is nearly   

complete.  It is exciting that it will soon be delivered and erected.  Oetinger-Lloyd     

Construction will build the base for the tower and Colby Urban will do the electrical 

work.   To date $85,000 of the $110,000  goal has been received for the project.  We are 

so  thankful for these donation and additional giving will be much appreciated.      

Bell Tower Committee 

Luke & Olivia Tremblay were baptized on April 10, 22.  

We would like to welcome them to the church family.  

They are pictured here with their parents Aaron & 

Heather Tremblay. 

    J.A.M. Kids 



 

 

Palm Sunday                      Sunrise Service    Good Friday Service 

Easter Egg Hunt                                                                            Youth leading Sunrise Service 

Trumpets at the  Easter Service 

Palm Sing-A-Long with a guest Easter Egg Hunt 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2022 CCCHS Seniors 

Grady Griggs, son of Kent & Brandi 

Griggs will be attending Manhattan Area       

Technical College and Majoring in        

Automotive Technology in the fall.  He 

hopes to continue his education and get a 

dual degree with Auto Collision as well. 

Zane Bloom, son of Caleb & 

Jamie Bloom will be attending  

Manhattan Area Technical Col-

lege in the fall, majoring in In-

formation and Network    

Technologies. 

Laci Lang, daughter of David & 

Shawna Lang plans to attend       

Manhattan Area Technical College in 

the fall majoring in Nursing. 

Tristan Johnston, son of Troy 

& Bridget Johnston plans to     

attend Southeast Community 

College in Beatrice, NE       

continuing his education in  

Diversified Ag. 

A.J. Peerson, son of Mike & 

Apryl Peerson plans to attend 

Cloud County Community  

College this fall to further his 

education in the area of Athletic 

Training. 
Kinzlee Wallace, daughter of 

Marty & Tiffani Wallace plans to 

attend The Paul Mitchell          

Cosmetology School in Overland 

Park, Ks. 



We would like to thank Frances Benson and the Prayers and Squares  group for the 

beautiful baptism quilts.  We also want to express our heartfelt gratitude to the entire 

congregation for the love and support shown to our family on that special day.  We 

are truly blessed to be a part of this church family! Aaron, Heather, Luke & Olivia 

               Tremblay 

Pastor Reuben,  Thank you for making our membership transfer back to Clay Center so special.  I know it 

was a lot of extra work & planning on your part.  We really appreciated seeing the congregation’s faces– a 

Happy Surprise!  When our grandson comes from Oxford, Ks on Easter, he will get it on our TV so we can 

see in a large size screen!  Take care of yourself while taking care of others.          Love Doc & Jean Johnson 

Dear UMC– I wanted to thank you for selecting me for the Glenn and Elizabeth Adams Memorial  Scholar-

ship.  It will come in very handy for purchasing my tools in my automotive program that I will be attending 

at MATC.  This church and it’s members are my family and I appreciate your support.          Grady Griggs 

Thank you church family for the care and concern you have shown us since my hip replacement surgery 

earlier this month.  Your prayers have made a difference and the love you have shown has been amazing!  I 

am getting a little better each day and hope to soon be sitting in my regular seat on Sunday morning again!  

Blessings to you all!                                                                                                      Randy & Cathy Hafner 

Thank you, church friends for the cards that helped make my 90th birthday so special. Shirley Pfizenmaier 

 
 

The Scholarship Committee would like 

to announce the following High School 

Seniors were awarded the following 

scholarships. 

 

Glenn and Elizabeth Adams Memorial 

Scholarship 

Grady Griggs 

Anthony Joseph (AJ) Peerson 

Zane Bloom 

Tristan Johnston 

 

Ernest Tolin Memorial Scholarship 

Tegan Stratton 

Jaylee Callaway 

 United Women in Faith would like to thank everyone that donated 

items, time, muscle and money to their Rummage Sale that was held on 

April 2nd.  They raised $3,363.00 in donations.  This will allow them to 

donate to some very worthy missions.  So far they 

have donated to VBS, Methodist Youth, transpor-

tation funds for Methodist Church Camp, 

CCUMC library for new books, kitchen needs for 

CCUMC, their pledge to UMW.   

 Carmen Raines 

 daughter of Dwight 

 and Carol Benninga 

 graduates from       

 Central Baptist     

 Theological Seminary 

on  May 14 with a Master  

 of  Divinity.  Carmen  

 is enrolled in a Clinical 

 Pastoral  Education 

 program  this summer 

 in order to fulfill      

 requirements for      

ordination in the Presbyterian 

Church USA. 

She will leave her music   

teaching job after this year to 

pursue full time ministry.   

Carmen and her husband, Ed, 

live in Topeka and have 2   

children. 



WILDER AUTO BODY  
Owner Kyle Wilder   

138 Crawford 632-3484   

Complete Auto Body Repair, 

Insurance Claims, 24 Hour  

Towing, Free Estimates 

 

United  
Bank & Trust 

Main Bank– 5th & Lincoln Ave. 

Motor Bank– 726 W. Crawford 

FDIC  Insured  632-3171 

Thank you to our 

Enlightener sponsors 

Wall’s True Value 

Hardware - Television 

Major Appliances - Lumber 

632-2851 

423 Lincoln           Clay Center 

www.wallsscratchndent.com 
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IN OUR PRAYERS: Elizabeth Carlson, Jillian Browne, Tom 

Skinner, Dee Warner, Brody Reed, Barbara Booth, Ed (Doc) Johnson, 

Callen Burr, Betty A Jones, Virginia Modean, Clyda Frederick,     

Dee Ouellette and Patty Stephans and for those whose names are 

unmentioned. Serving in the Military: Brenden Kolsky, Drew Sumner, 

Cooper Coffman 

SCRAMBLE 

    Wednesday evening free-offering meal   

May 4th– 5-7pm-Fundraiser for Brandi Cowing 

Taco & Nachos, Salads & Desserts 

May 11th– 5-7pm- Fundraiser for Diana Fleming 

Baked Potato Bar, Salads & Desserts 

May 18th- 5-6:30pm- Clay Center Lions Club 

Pulled Pork Dinner & Desserts 

May 25th -5:30-6:30pm- Clay Center Wesleyan Church Children’s Min. 

Mac & Cheese with Meat, Salad Bar, & Desserts 

With Sympathy and prayers to Gail & Susan Thomas on the loss 

of his brother Larry Thomas who passed away on  April 18, 2022 

With Sympathy and prayers to  Sean & Rhys Baker and family on 

the loss of his mother Linda Baker who passed away on April 26, 

2022. 


