
 

 

As we normally say, God is good! He has been so good to us in 

many ways, his presence has been and continues being with us in all 

our services and fellowships in our church. I have witnessed him 

among our children, men and women, in what we do here and      

beyond the walls of our building. Thank you for allowing Christ to 

guide and lead us in all we do in this place. 

  

As you may recall, the bell that had been down the basement for many years was taken to Cincinnati, OH 

last year to be refurbished, it is now ready and will be brought back here on June 15
th

. Do not miss it! You 

want to be part of those who will see it go up the tower. I want to thank the generous people who have 

given funds, those who prepared the base for the tower for the bell and those working on the wiring 

part.  We are blessed to have experts among us who have really provided their services for this project. 

Some more money is needed to complete this mission and I fully know God will provide. 

  

As a church, we thank God for graduates who graduated this year, we pray and wish them well as they 

take the next steps in their lives. We know that God who has been with them in the past will guide them 

into the future. The ministry to young people in our church is amazing and we praise God for what he is 

doing in and through their lives. Parents, grandparents, thank you for bringing and encouraging them to 

come to church. Be reminded that we have VBS starting on May 31
st

 through June 3
rd

, we would love to 

have your kids come learn more about God. 

  

Summer is here and I know some of you will be travelling seeing family and friends in different places. 

As  your pastor, I will be praying for your safe travels. When home, please attend church, we are here to 

serve you. Invite or bring a friend and family members, we have room for them all. 

  

I love you all and I praise God that I am here to serve him together with you. You have been amazing in 

ways you volunteer to serve in our church, I see you and more than that, God notices and he blesses you 

for what you do, keep doing it, it is all for his glory.   I have confidence and faith that our greater days are 

still ahead! 

  

Serving God together with you, 

  

Rev. Reuben Langat, Ph.D. 
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9a-12p VBS 

 

 

 

5-:30p Scramble 
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9a-12p VBS 
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9a-12p VBS 
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11:30a  

Harvesters 
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10a Tue. @ 10 
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6:45a Men’s Morning 
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5:30p Scramble 
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LaVista, Ne.——— 
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Conf. 
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9:30a Cong. Care 

10a Tue. @ 10 
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9a Bell Tower is       

arriving 

 

 

5:30p Scramble 
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10a Tue. @ 10 
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6:45a Men’s Morning 

 

 

 

 

5:30p Scramble 

23 

 

 

Enlightener  

Articles Are Due 
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26 27 28 

10a Tue. @ 10 

 

 

John Wesley’s 

Birthday (1703) 

29 

 

 

 

 

 

5:30p Scramble 

 

30 

 

 

  

8:45a The Way  

 Service 

9:30a  JAM 

10:30a  Sanctuary Worship 

  

8p AA/Al-anon 

Pentecost Sunday 

8:45a The Way Service 

9:30a JAM     

10:30a Sanctuary Worship 

 

8p AA/Al-anon 

8:45a  The Way Service 

9:30a  JAM 

10:30a  Sanctuary Worship 

 

8p AA/ Al-anon 

FLC– Family Life Center                         

FEL– Fellowship Hall ( basement) 

Cong. Care– Congregation Care Team– Library 

FFF– Faithfully Fit Forever - FLC– volunteer lead exercise program 

UWF– United Women in Faith, all women are welcome 

Home Spun– UWF cluster - Parlor 

C.O.O.L.  W.H.I.P.– UWF cluster– RM 2 

Men’s Morning– FLC/ breakfast and devotion, all men are welcome 

Adv. – Adventures  1st-3rd grades/ FEL 

Pwr Pk– Power Pack 4th-5th grades/ FEL 

Youth Group– HS/ High School ,  MS/Middle School 

8:45a The Way Service 

9:30a  JAM 

10:30a  Sanctuary Worship 

 

 

 

8p AA/Al-anon 



 

Children Learning About Yahweh 

The previous month was one of our ministry's busiest. Twelve of our middle schoolers were confirmed 

and are now members of our church family; we recognized and celebrated six of our high school grads on 

May 15th; our Adventurers and Power Pack kids celebrated the conclusion of their "Trackers for Truth" 

trek with a pizza party; and our youth made a trip to Kansas City to watch the Royals. Thank you to    

everyone who contributed to the planning of these events. These will be memories that these young people 

will treasure forever.  

 

Over the past nine months, my family and I have been blessed by God to serve shoulder to shoulder with 

good witnesses of the Gospel here in Clay Center. I am even more blessed by the parents who partner with 

us in doing ministry. I am thankful to each parent and grandparent. I am thankful for those who read and 

reply to emails; those who shoulder leadership in planning for scramble meals, bake sales, and trips; and for 

those who say yes to volunteering in person every Wednesday night. In fact, I thank God for them every 

time I remember them, for their faithfulness from the first day until now. As Paul writes to the believers in  

Thessalonica, "We loved you so much that we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of 

God but our lives as well, because you had become so dear to us" (1 Thessalonians 2:8). Our youth 

parents and grandparents have been so dear to me and my family. Thank you for being faithful witnesses 

of God’s love and grace. One of the many things that I have seen in this place since becoming director of 

this vibrant ministry is the evidence of the fingerprint of the Holy Spirit in all being done by volunteers 

and parents. I pray that God keeps blessing you and extends the scope of your ministry for his glory.  

 

I'm not sure that winter has completely left us just yet, but in the meantime, I'm going to take advantage 

of the snippets of warm weather and the anticipation of summer. Not only does the month of June       

provide hints of warmer weather, but it also marks the beginning of moving and traveling around during 

summer vacation and relocation for some. For those traveling and relocating, I pray that the glory of God 

guides and protects each of you in this season of transition. 

Happy Summer! Zac 

 



Pictured: Front Row- 

Scouten Baker, Emma 

Spellman, Miller       

Coffman, Alana Liby, 

Brendon Knitter, Drew     

Hoffman, Back Row- 

Youth Director Zac, 

Austin Burr, Brenna 

Long, Tatum Johnston, 

Gentry Hartman, Jaylee 

Browne, Luke Tremblay, 

Pastor Reuben 

Confirmation Sunday was held May 1, 2022.  Our 7
th

 and 8
th

 Graders met each Sunday morning since 

January, along with their chosen Mentors.  Pastor Reuben and Zac Vakadewatabua led the classes which 

taught about the history of the United Methodist Church and other aspects of what it means to be a 

member of CCUMC.  

Following both worship services, a celebration dinner was held for the family, friends, and mentors of 

the twelve Confirmands.  The dinner was hosted by the Special Events Ministry Team.  It was a special 

day.  We welcome these amazing young people into full membership of our church. 

The Youth Group had a great time as they ended the school year with a trip to Kansas 

City to watch some baseball.  Even though the Royals did not pull out the win, it was 

a fun-filled day!   

The day started in worship with the congregation praying over the group before they 

hit the road.  Along with Youth Director, Zac, other sponsors included Stacie Long, 

Jericho Hammond and Patrick & Arica Hayes.  

High-lights included Jett Hayes getting ahold of 

one of the foul balls and the Youth Group making 

it to the Jumbo-tron (in their matching CCUMC 

Youth Group shirts). To top it off, this was Zac’s 

first time to watch professional baseball.  Following 

the game, they stopped at a restaurant and ate and 

ate and ate!!  Everyone had a great time and life-

long memories were made.   



 

 

 

When Brad and I got married some 30+ years ago, we had to decide what church we wanted to attend and 

begin to place our roots.  I was raised right here in the Clay Center United Methodist Church and Brad 

was raised in the Roman Catholic Church.  Sometimes in a case such as this, it can be easier to find a 

church that is different for both parties and start fresh.  Even though my dad (in jest) always said, “Once a 

Methodist, always a Methodist,” I was somewhat open to trying other churches and seeing where we 

might fit.  And so, the church shopping began. 

   

We found ourselves at the Catholic Church for special occasions like Easter and Christmas, but it just was 

not a fit for me.  After attending a small country church, Brad felt that it was too informal.  He actually 

said that he felt like he was at a Fraternity meeting, so we knew that was not going to work.  We then    

attended a more “up and coming” church in the area.  We were completely bombarded by people and  

questions.  We left feeling totally overwhelmed. Clearly, we did not want to return there.   Finally, after 

some time, Brad said to me, “You know.  I really like your church.  Everyone is friendly and welcoming.  

I really like the Pastor and I feel at home there.  Why don’t we just stay there?”  And stay we did!!   

Brad jumped right in, taking part in many aspects of the church. He didn’t actually join for many years 

but that didn’t matter. No one cared. He was a part of the family. I was also active and eventually  became 

a part of the staff.  Later, this church became the home away from home for our girls, giving them a solid 

foundation on which to base the rest of their lives.  They have a deep love for this church!  For us to    

remain at CCUMC was the best decision we ever made. I am forever grateful for the  hospitality shown 

to us all those years ago. 

 

Choosing a church home is such an important decision.  It takes time and prayer, and often some       

shopping around to find the perfect fit.  Our church won’t be the choice for all people, and that is okay.  

As in the past, we will continue to show hospitality to everyone and we will strive to live out our Mission 

Statement:  Worship God who loves us.  Share our faith by building relationships. Bring hope to the 

world we serve. 

 

Eternally thankful to be a part of this church family, 

Marabeth Conner 

Early Response Team Training (ERT)- La Vista, Ne 06/08/2022 

If you are willing to be involved in the early days following a disaster, come to this training! This training will be 

held onsite at the 2022 Annual Conference Session. 

• What: Early Response Team Training (Disaster Response) 

• Where: LaVista Conference Center, La Vista, NE in the Windsor Ballroom 

• When:  Wednesday, June 8, 2022, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Trainer: Joshua Johnson 

https://gp-reg.brtapp.com/ERTAnnualConference2022 

If you have any questions please contact Rev. Hollie Tapley, Disaster Response Coordinator for the 
Great Plains Conference.  htapley@greatplainsumc.org 

mailto:joshua.johnson@greatplainsumc.org
https://gp-reg.brtapp.com/ERTAnnualConference2022
mailto:htapley@greatplainsumc.org


  

 

 

 

Financial Report from 

Finance Committee:  

General Budget 

 

April Budget 

Tithes & Offerings:  

$25,928.26  

Expenses: $26,067.58  

Mission of the Month: 

$703.95 

 

Year To Date 

Jan. 1– April 30 

Tithes & Offerings: 

$105,871.92  

Expenses: $ 107,778.49  

                                                         

 

 

 

 

Wilma Thomas 

06/25 

Dolores Warner 

06/26 

 

 

 

Our June Mission is to assist the Lighthouse for Christ with 

monetary donations to continue their mission.  They have a 

thrift store offering clothing, emergency assistance including 

food pantry, clothing, utilities, rent, and medical assistance. 

Mission 

 

    

 

 

Dean & Gayle Link 

06/03 

Gale & Lorrie Lloyd 

06/06 

Gail & Susan Thomas  

06/06 

Al & Carolyn Kirtley 

06/07 

Mark & Patti Woodruff 

06/14 

George & Neva Jensen 

06/24 

Sam & Maribeth Brown 

06/26 

 

COLLEGE CARE PACKAGES 

 

Our College Ministry Team chose an “Orange” theme for 

the care packages that were sent to our 22 college students as 

they prepared for their final exams.  This creative group of 

gals shopped, assembled, prayed over and sent these fun-filled boxes, giving our 

students the assurance that they are important, being thought of and prayed for 

by their hometown church 

family.  God bless our   

students and this great   

ministry team. 

 

Pictured:  Doris Ferguson, 

Jane Crawshaw, Rose    

Marie Nichols, Kate    

Henry & Nichole Weller. 

COMPASSION INTERNATIONAL 

 

Morgan Cannizzo hosted Compassion Sunday on 

May 22
nd

.  She shared a bit about her amazing  

journey that started 13 years ago when she was in 

High School and saw a booth at a Lutheran Youth 

Convention.  She also told about the 3 C’s of the 

organization.  They are Christ centered, Child   

focused and Church driven.  Their mission is to 

release children from poverty in Jesus’ name.  Morgan is very passionate about 

finding financial sponsors for these children.  If you have any questions about 

Compassion International or about how to become a sponsor, please contact 

Morgan at 785.630.0431.  She would love to visit with you.  Thank you,      

Morgan for sharing your love of this organization with your church family.   

Bell Tower Update 

The Bell Tower & Bell Restoration is now complete.  It will 

be delivered and erected on June 15, beginning at 9:00am.  To 

view this exciting event, bring a lawn chair to the 

east parking lot of the church.  The members 

who made this bell possible 135 years ago would 

be very proud. Thank you to all who have made 

this project happen.  Donations are still being 

accepted.              ~The Bell Tower Committee 



Thank you for your generous gift of $500 to the Lighthouse for Christ received 

04/11/22.  These dollars truly help meet the needs of many in our community.  May 

God bless your church greatly.                                                   Lighthouse Volunteer 

Just wanted to send a thank you, our family is so appreciative of using the church to 

gather our family especially since everyone lived out of town.  God Bless          Debbie Blocker 

Dear Church Family, Thank you for keeping our family close to hearts and in your prayers in regards to 

Callen’s surgery.  We are so thankful for all who asked how he has been, sent cards, and prayers.  He is 

thankful to be on the healing side and is doing well.  Thank you for all of the support.       The Burr Family 

Thank you for the cards, prayers, and nice words before and after my surgery.                            Callen Burr 

Thank You! I am so very thankful for having such a wonderful church family.  Thank you so much for the 

final preparation goodies!                                                                                                       Jayden Crimmins 

Ernest Tolin/Methodist Men’s Memorial– Thank you for choosing me as one of the recipient’s.   I am     

forever grateful for the Methodist church and all God has done for me.       With Gratitude, Jaylee Callaway 

 
 

 

On Senior Sunday, May 15th we celebrated with our 6 seniors, as 

they participated in both services. They each were presented with 

a Wesley Study Bible on behalf of the church, made possible by 

donations from memorial gifts.  We are so excited for them as 

they go forward and do great things in the next chapter of their 

lives.  Pictured: Zane Bloom, Laci Lang, 

Kinzlee Wallace, Youth Director Zac 

Vakadewatabua, Grady Griggs, Tristan  

Johnston and A.J. Peerson.   

Fruit of the Spirit was the 

theme for the program. They 

sang songs, did readings and 

made and presented visual 

aids for their program.  They 

even had some special air gui-

tar effects.  What a wonder-

ful program they presented. 

J.A.M .Program 

May 8th 

 

Jesus 

And 

Me 

Directed by 

Amy Burr 

“When your kidos go above and beyond you show up in a banana suit as        

promised.”  Amy Burr 



WILDER AUTO BODY  
Owner Kyle Wilder   

138 Crawford 632-3484   

Complete Auto Body Repair, 

Insurance Claims, 24 Hour  

Towing, Free Estimates 

 

United  
Bank & Trust 

Main Bank– 5th & Lincoln Ave. 

Motor Bank– 726 W. Crawford 

FDIC  Insured  632-3171 

Thank you to our 

Enlightener sponsors 

Wall’s True Value 

Hardware - Television 

Major Appliances - Lumber 

632-2851 

423 Lincoln           Clay Center 

www.wallsscratchndent.com 
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IN OUR PRAYERS: Elizabeth Carlson, Jillian Browne, Tom 

Skinner, Dee Warner, Brody Reed, Barbara Booth, Ed (Doc) Johnson,  

Betty A Jones, Virginia Modean, Clyda Frederick, Angie ( Schulze) 

Mcfadden, Dee Ouellette, and Patty Stephans, and for those whose 

names are unmentioned.                                                                                     

Serving in the Military: Brenden Kolsky, Drew Sumner, Cooper Coffman 

SCRAMBLE 

    Wednesday evening free-offering meal   

5:30 pm—6:30 pm 

June 1st– Leonardville American Legion Family– Taco Bar & Dessert 

June 8th– Washington Headliners 4-H Group 5:30– 7pm 

Pork Burger Meal 

June15th– Tiger Sharks Swim Team– TBD 

June 22nd– Fundraiser for Jim Bogart– 5-7pm TBD 

June 29th– OPEN 

Sympathy and  prayers to Scott & Mary Taddiken & Family on 

the loss of their brother-in-law Terry Mitchell who passed away. 


