
Isaiah 43:18-19 reads: 

18 

“Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.
19 

See, I am doing a 

new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way 

in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.” 

 

Last year around this time, God did a new thing in my life by calling me from 

Indianapolis, Indiana to Clay Center, Kansas. Prior to that I had never been 

here and so I didn’t really know what to expect. The location, the people, I 

mean everything was new to me, but God had given me the assurance that he 

was leading me to something new and all I did was to obey his leading to this 

place. Having been here for one year now, I can confirm that God has been with us all. Throughout our 

journey in the last year, I felt his presence in everything we did for and with him. He has also done a new 

thing by giving us a new year, 2022. I fully believe he has great plans for us as a church and I pray that he 

will expand our borders so that we can make more impact for him in this place and beyond. 

 

Expanding our borders means that we become more hospitable to those who attend our services and reach 

out to invite more to come. There is always room for others in our church and I truly thank you for what 

I have witnessed in the last year, you have invited friends and family members to come. Keep doing it. I 

have seen your resilience through the pandemic season, love for your church family and service to our 

community and your generosity has been very encouraging. I pray that we will do even more in this new 

year.  Daniel 11:32b says, “but people who know their God shall be strong and do exploits.” Let’s be 

determined to do more exploits for our loving God in this new year. I also pray that we draw even more 

closer to him, because he promises to do the same if we do. 

  

I love you all and I am ready to do more exploits for God together with you in 2022. 

  

Rev. Reuben Langat, Ph.D. 
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    Our Mission 

Worship God who loves us. 

Share our faith by building relationships. 

Bring hope to the world we serve. 



Isn’t it amazing how we are each created to be different from one another?  Out of all of the people ever 

born, you are unique to them all.  No one has ever been or ever will be just like you.  You are special. 

(They say the same is true about snowflakes as well, but I am not sure how to ever prove that one!)  Even 

though we are each a one of a kind creation, we are not perfect.  We need to continue to grow and mature 

as Christians. This leads me to ponder the things in my life that I need to improve upon, small changes 

that could make a big difference, resulting in me becoming a more productive, more conscientious, and 

more adaptable citizen of God’s kingdom.   

Don’t get me wrong.  I do not consider myself to be lazy, uncaring and rigid all the time, but I have       

discovered something about myself that definitely needs improvement.  Hence, the following became my 

New Year’s Resolution for 2022.  I have resolved to “keep my expectations low.”  Just seeing that written 

on paper, it appears to be a negative sentence, but I do not mean it that way.  

What I know about myself is that I, by nature, am a planner and organizer.  So, in my mind, as I am   

working on something, or preparing to ask a question, etc., I am subconsciously thinking how it is going 

to turn out. Often, things happen just as I intend. Whew! Other times however, things turn out differently 

from what I picture in my mind, and I am left with a bit of frustration or disappointment – sometimes in 

the situation or often times in myself.  Please don’t think that I walk around being a “Negative Nelly”   

because I don’t.  But, I have discovered that if I lower my expectation and try not to picture the outcome – 

especially on things that really don’t matter, I am much happier and more content.  A simple example 

would be:  up until about a year ago, if something were to go “wrong” during worship, like a  misprint on 

the screens, or if I came in too early when leading a Praise Song, or if I would stumble while reading   

scripture, it would upset me because I wanted things go smoothly. Fortunately, I am part of a               

congregation that is very forgiving when I mess up on a song or the pronunciation of a name while reading 

scripture.  (Thank you for that!)  Pastor Reuben has told me many times to remember that “Nothing goes 

wrong.”  What a great lesson. I have taken that to heart and am trying to adjust and let life happen. I am a 

work in progress. 

Remember, we are all special and unique -- God made us that way.  But we must continue to take steps to 

better ourselves so that we represent Christ in the best way possible here on earth.  

       Praying you have a beautiful February, 

       Marabeth 

P.S.  I am not expecting everyone to read this article!   



 

 

Our church believes in the power of prayer.  There is intentionality when we go to the Sanctuary to pray, 

there is power in numbers, and there is comfort in the support of knowing others are praying with you.  

These are a few of the reasons that Tuesdays @ Ten Prayer Time  was started and why the numbers contin-

ue to grow. 

Our altar is always open, but especially on Tuesday mornings.  Following quiet time alone with God, we 

gather in the Family Life Center to share a few snacks, coffee and great conversation.  It is guaranteed to 

deepen your friendships and bring you many great laughs.  Please feel free to join us any Tuesday @ 10:00 

am. 

 

The Prayers & Square Ministry Team has 

been active in our church since 2008.      

During this time, many women have 

shared their love and talent for sewing with 

others by making beautiful quilts to be 

shared.  These quilts are made specifically 

for people with various needs.  They are 

presented to the congregation and with 

each knot that is tied, a prayer is said on 

behalf of the recipient.  The picture on the 

left is of our beloved member, Dee     

Warner, as she received her Prayer 

Quilt.  This was quilt #325. Many lives 

have been touched by this amazing prayer 

& sewing ministry. If you have any     

questions about how to give a quilt or 

about serving on this team, please contact 

Frances Benson at 785-447-2279. 

Thank you to the 

Memorials    

Committee for 

their work in 

making this 

plaque that       

recognizes the 

past and present 

Pastors of our 

church a reality.  

It is hanging in the 

Parlor by the 

Sanctuary         

entrance for all to 

enjoy.  



  

 

 

 

Financial Report from 

Finance Committee:  

General Budget 

December 2021 

 

Tithes & Offerings: 

$34,048.36 

Expenses: $28,709.70 

 

 

Year To Date 

Jan. 1– Dec. 31 2021  

Tithes & Offerings: 

$318,427.10 

Expenses: $ 285,578.89 

 

                                                    

Wendell Eggerman 

02/10 

LeAnn Killman 

02/21 

 

 

 

is to provide immediate relief of acute human need 

and to respond to the suffering of persons in the 

world caused by natural, ecological, political turmoil, and civil disaster.  It is the 

humanitarian relief and development arm of the UMC.  It is a not-for-profit 

organization dedicated to alleviating human suffering around the globe. 

Mission 

 

What’s in our blessing box? 

Most popular foods 

Easy-open cans of baked beans,  

spaghetti, chili, soups and meat.  Single-

serve and microwavable containers are 

preferable.  Boxes of cereal, pancake mix 

with syrup (taped together), coffee. 

Least popular foods 

Cans of vegetables, especially carrots, 

beans, and pumpkin.  Packages of rice, 

cans of fruit, corn muffin mix, macaroni 

and cheese boxes. 

Something special at holidays 

Canned hams, candy for the holiday, 

warm hats and gloves, extra food.  

 

The above information is taken from an   

article by Annette Spence, from a survey 

taken of other blessing boxes for quick 

tips that could help this ministry. 

The Crisis Center, Inc. 

is hosting their annual 

winter domestic        

violence and sexual   

assault volunteer train-

ing/workshop on    

February 5th & 12th.  

Visit their website 

www.thecrisicenterinc.

org or call 785-539-7935 

to register  for this free 

training.   

 



20 22 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

9:30a Cong. Care 

10a Tuesday @ 10 

 

3:30p Adv. 

5:30p FFF 

 

2  

9:15a FFF 

10a WBS 

5-7p Scramble 

6p WBS 

6p New Member 

Gathering Rm #2 

6:15p MS/HS Youth 

3 

 

 

3:30p Pwr Pk 

 

5:30p FFF 

4 

9:15a FFF 

5 

6 

 

7 

11:30a  

Harvesters 

8 

9-11a Mom2mom 

10a Tue. @ 10 

 

3:30p Adv. 

5:30p FFF 

 

9 

6:45a Men’s Morning 

 

9:15a FFF 

10a WBS 

5:30p Scramble 

6p WBS 

6p New Member 

Gathering Rm #2 

6:15p MS/HS Youth 

    

10 

 

 

3:30p Pwr Pk 

5:30p FFF 

11 

9:15a FFF 

9:30a  

HomeSpun 

12 

6pm 

UMM 

Valen-

tine 

Dinner 

13 

 

14 15 

 

10a Tue. @ 10 

 

3:30p Adv. 

5:30p FFF 

16     9:15a FFF 

10a WBS 

5:30p Scramble 

5:30p C.O.O.L.W.H.I.P. 

6p WBS 

6:15p MS/HS Youth  

17 

 

3:30p Pwr Pk 

5:30p FFF 

7p CCCOM–    

Morganville UMC 

18 

9:15a FFF 

19 

20 

 

 

 

 

21 22 

9-11a Mom2Mom 

10a Tue. @ 10 

 

3:30p Adv. 

5:30p FFF 

 

23 

6:45a Men’s Morning 

9:15a FFF 

10a WBS 

5:30p Scramble 

6p WBS 

6:15p MS/HS Youth  

6:30p SPRC 

24 

 

 

 

 

3:30p Pwr Pk 

 

25 

9:15a FF 

26 

27 28  

 

 

  

 

 

  

8:45a  The Way Service 

9:30a  JAM 

9:30a Confirmation Class 

10:30a  Sanctuary Worship 

  

8p AA/Al-anon 

 

8:45a The Way Service 

9:30a JAM   

9:30a Confirmation Class              

10:30a Sanctuary Worship 

 

5:30 B.Y.O.M.—FLC 

8p AA/Al-anon 

8:45a  The Way Service 

9:30a  JAM 

9:30a Confirmation Class 

10:30a  Sanctuary Worship 

Youth Group 

Snack Sale 

8p AA/ Al-anon 

8:45a The Way Service 

9:30a  JAM 

9:30a Confirmation Class 

10:30a  Sanctuary Worship 

 

 

 

FLC– Family Life Center                        BYOM– Bring Your Own Meal 
FEL– Fellowship Hall ( basement)                    Special Events Comm. 
Cong. Care– Congregation Care Team     
FFF– Faithfully Fit Forever - FLC   UMM– United Methodist Men 
UMW– United Methodist Woman 
Home Spun– UMW cluster - FLC     CCCOM– Clay County Council of  
C.O.O.L.  W.H.I.P.– UMW cluster– RM 2                                  Ministry 
WBS– Women’s Bible Study– Parlor 
Adv. – Adventures  1st-3rd grades 
Pwr Pk– Power Pack 4th-5th grades 
Youth Group- HS-High School, MS– Middle School 



 

Children Learning About Yahweh 

"Wow, we got through another month," was our common thought. Ha. Do 

you think we got it right this time? The Covid-19 outbreak has been              

catastrophic physically, psychologically, economically, and politically,          

producing in widespread anxiety throughout the globe that has lasted for       

almost two years. With the exception of God Almighty's unchanging loving 

nature, everything in the Covid-transformed world has changed. Hope this  

pandemic hasn't affected the way we see one another as a family. We all rely on 

each other.  

Trying to be a member of Christ's Body while still claiming to be self-sufficient is what I call an              

oxymoron. Paul teaches us that we have a different role to play and our gifts helps build up the Church. 

To think, "Hey, I don't need you," is a lie perpetrated by the Devil. What is scary is to believe within our 

community that we don’t need each other. It’s spiritual poison to believe that “hey, I am in this for me, 

and everyone else is on their own.” The hymn writer Annie Sherwood Hawks puts it right by saying “I 

Need Thee Oh I need Thee, Every hour I need thee, oh bless me now my Savior I come to Thee.” What 

we really need is something that we are inclined to ignore or dismiss. We will need to rely on one another 

during our Christian walk. More so the fellowship and genuine “Spiritual” community strengthens our 

souls and holds us accountable. Our culture has taught us that we are okay being with our circle. I like to 

propose the Christian belief of community; “common”, “unity” Jesus warns: “Remain in me, as I also    

remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit 

unless you remain in me.” (John 15:4).  

Our relationships with one another play a critical part in molding our well-being throughout our lives. 

More importantly, our relationship with the one that He sent to tabernacle with us is most supreme   

(John 1:14).  

This month, I want to urge you to rediscover the pleasure, love, and warmth that comes from being a 

member of a family by doing something that builds your bond and elevates the atmosphere in your home. 

In the same way, we invite you to join us for fellowship, to phone or to meet for coffee with another  

member of our church family, or to serve alongside them this month. All of this helps to deepen our     

familial ties. Come pray with us at 10 a.m. on Tuesday, or help out with one of our many ministries     

during the week. We can not do this without each other!  

So let us value our connectedness to the Holy Spirit and one another this month. Whether you are rooting 

for the Kansas City Chiefs or the San Francisco 49ers is not the ultimate question. The question is whether 

we value the Body of Christ over our own individual needs. 

 Clay Center UMC, do we love our connectedness as the branches of Christ in a  spiritual community? 

 Let us get connected together to the True Vine  

this month.  

Zac  



Thank you all for the prayer quilts!  They are beautiful and we can definitely feel the 

prayers and love.  In Christ’s Love                               Richard & Jeannette McInteer 

Thank you to the UMW women who helped make and delivered our wonderful 

Goodie Box.  Also thank you for our large print Upper Room,  It’s great to have the 

large print.           Wilbert & LeAnn Killman 

Thank you so much for thinking of us with the lovely and tasty treat box.  What an unexpected surprise!  

We certainly appreciate your thoughtfulness.                                       With Love, Kim & Rodney Hofmann 

Sending our sincere appreciation and deepest gratitude to you for your generosity and support of Rory’s 

fundraiser for his medical care.  Words cannot express how much your kindness has meant to us.  Many 

blessing to you,                                                                                                             Lindsay & Erin Mellies 

Thank You drawing from Rory Mellies is on the thank you board for you to check out. 

Thank you for the box of Christmas “goodies”, so nice to be thought of.                                     Dee Warner 

I wish to thank my church family for the prayer quilt given to me.  Thank you for the skilled hands to   

fashion such a piece, but also for the prayers that each time a knot was tied for me.  I feel the warmth each 

day.  Thank You,                                                                                                                            Dee Warner 

Discoverers S.S. Class, Thank you so much for the memorial contribution to our church in Jim’s memory.  

That really means a lot to us.  Sincerely,                                                                         Susan Beck & Family 

Prayers & Squares, Thank you so much for the beautiful quilt that was made for me.  It reminds me so 

much of a stained glass window.  Also thank you to the congregation for all the prayers when tying quilt. 

It’s all much appreciated!                                                                                  God Bless You All, Susan Beck 

CCUMC– Thank you to our church family for the outpouring of love and concern and most importantly 

your prayers during Jim’s illness and since his passing.  Our church family has always been important to 

both of us. God Bless you all!                Susan Beck & Family 

Thank you so much for the Prayers & Squares quilt I received.  It is perfect.  This is a wonderful ministry 

for the UMC to be involved.  Your gifts have helped comfort many.                                     Leanna Steward 

 
 

 

 

Rayalen Duane  

Hinkle II  

son of Josh Hinkle 

& 

 Rowan Rusert  

joined our family  

on January 23, 2002. 

 

 

God Claims You! 



WILDER AUTO BODY  
Owner Kyle Wilder   

138 Crawford 632-3484   

Complete Auto Body Repair, 

Insurance Claims, 24 Hour  

Towing, Free Estimates 

 

 

Thank you to our 

Enlightener sponsors 

Wall’s True Value 

Hardware - Television 

Major Appliances - Lumber 

632-2851 

423 Lincoln           Clay Center 

www.wallsscratchndent.com 
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IN OUR PRAYERS: Elizabeth Carlson, Jillian Browne,               

David Bauer, Marsha Koster, Tom Skinner, Patty Stephans,    

Dee Warner, Barbara Booth, and for those whose names are un-

mentioned.                                                                                     

Serving in the Military: Brenden Kolsky, Drew Sumner, Cooper Coffman 

SCRAMBLE 

    Wednesday evening free-offering meal   

5:30 pm—6:30 pm 

 

February 2nd– Fundraiser for Diane Swarthout– 5pm-7pm 

Pulled Pork Dinner 

February 9th– UMW– HomeSpun Cluster 

Tater Tot Casserole Meal 

February 16th– C.C. Wesleyan Children’s Ministry 

Taco Soup w/chips & dessert 

February 23rd– OPEN 

To Susan Beck and Family on the loss of her husband and our 

member Jim Beck who passed away on January 4, 2022. 


