
 
  

 

   

My wife and I would like to take this opportunity to express our deepest 

appreciation and thanks for your kindness and love that you have shown us 

during this month of pastor’s appreciation. We have received a lot of cards, 

gifts cards and generous support to Heart of Africa to go towards the 

ministries that we are involved in, especially to help the least of these. 

I have literally gone everywhere in our building to see and read many posters 

from our children expressing their love for us and what we are doing together 

in this place. In short, I have been moved to tears! We are deeply grateful to 

each one of you for your love that has greatly touched our hearts.  Please 

allow me to use the words that the apostle Paul used when he wrote to the 

saints in Philippi when he said, “I thank my God every time I remember you. 

In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your 

partnership in the gospel from the first day until now ... (Philippians 1:3-5, 

NIV) 

  

God continues doing great things among us and I thank each one of you for your willingness to serve in 

different areas in our church. As you might have seen, we have been receiving and distributing BackSnacks 

to children who need food in Garfield and Lincoln. I deeply appreciate the partnership our church has 

with these two schools. Thank you to those who have volunteered in this outreach ministry. Also, I thank 

you for your continued support for our monthly missions. 

  

In the last months I have witnessed good attendance in our two services. Thank you for inviting your 

family members and friends to attend our services. We want to be a missional church that fully obeys the 

great commission given to us by Christ. I am also truly impressed by more than fifty young people who 

attend their sessions every week in our church. I thank you parents for releasing your children to 

participate. Our children/youth director and volunteers are doing an amazing job! Remember the message 

I recently preached, “Disciples Take Their Faith Home.” Let us be disciples who make disciples! 

  

You are a blessing! 

  

  

In Him, 

  

Rev. Reuben K. Langat, Ph.D.    
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    Our Mission 

Worship God who loves us. 

Share our faith by building relationships. 

Bring hope to the world we serve. 

Gift from the Youth for 

Pastor Appreciation Day 



  

 

 

 

Financial Report from 

Finance Committee:  

General Budget 

 

September 

Tithes & Offerings: 

$22,203.55 

Expenses: $28,825.66 

 

 

Year To Date 

Jan. 1– September 30 

Tithes & Offerings: 

$207,538.62 

Expenses: $210,382.58  

                                                          

Mary Alexander 

11/03 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EmberHope, previously named Youthville is a 501(c)3 nonprofit, faith-based 

agency committed to developing innovative programs that inspire change in      

at-risk youth and families. This agency began in 1927 by the United Methodist 

Church as an orphanage, and is located in Newton, Kansas. 

November Mission 

                    2021 Charge Conference 

The Charge Conference of the Network Gatherings of the Salina     

District will take place at CCUMC on November 28th @ 4pm.  We 

will be hosting 15 churches and 7 pastors in the Family Life Center.  

All are welcome to attend this annual church conference.  

 

BackSnack Program Needs You 

The BackSnack program provides a 

weekly backpack filled with        

nutritious child friendly food for 

schoolchildren at elementary 

schools to take home over the  

weekend.  

Clay Center BackSnack program is 

a partnership between Harvesters, 

Lincoln and Garfield schools, and 

our church as the community    

partner.  We will help facilitate 

picking up the BackSnack food kits 

from Harvesters and then            

distributing those to Lincoln and  

Garfield Schools.    

The Garfield Neighbors are helping 

to organize volunteers to move the      

BackSnacks from the church to the 

schools once a week.  We expect 

this to be about an hour commit-

ment once a week.  Volunteers will 

take  responsibility for a month at a 

time.  If you would be interested in 

helping,  contact Ruth Ann Johnson  

(785-632-1926) or    

Carolyn Kirtley      

(785-632-7034).  

  J.A.M  kids 

spread some words 

of  encouragement 

on the sidewalks.   

The older J.A.M. kids 

did a mural on the 

second floor of the 

church in the        

connection room. 

Our Blessing Box 

Be a blessing to others. 

Drop something off that 

someone else can use. 

Items are anonymously 

donated and anony-

mously received.   



We have all heard the quote, “Don’t Sweat the Small Stuff.”  This particular phrase has hit me front and 

center the past several months.  You see, our youngest daughter, Payton, is getting married in three days 

from when I am writing this article.  This is a cause for much planning and preparing. I, by nature, am a 

planner.  I make lists, check them twice (or three times), ask tons of questions, and walk-through events in 

my mind over and over trying to cover all my bases.  In other words, sometimes I sweat the small stuff! 

Payton on the other hand, has been the most “go with the flow” Bride I have ever seen.  She has known 

what she has wanted for a long time, and her only task was to put it into place.  She simply purchased her 

dress online and whipped up her own florals and decorations. The ceremony and reception will take place 

while the guests sit around tables. They will be served a casual meal in a relaxed atmosphere.  Her aunt 

and uncle will be performing the ceremony, with the assistance of Pastor Reuben, in front of a limited 

number of family and friends.  It will be everything that she wanted.  In her mind there is no need to 

sweat about it.   

Through this time of preparation, I have spent much time in prayer – praying for Payton & Drew as a 

couple and praying that the details of the day would all come together. I prayed that my anxiety would be 

squelched and that we would all enjoy this time of celebration. At times what I often failed to remember 

was that Payton was taking care of everything and doing it in her own laid-back way.  She was planning 

the wedding of HER dreams – simple, relaxed and fun.  For the benefit of her health and mind, she chose 

to not sweat the small stuff.  I am grateful for her example and reminding me of this simple lesson.  (When 

I grow up, I want to be more like her.) 

I believe that God wants us to enjoy life and take advantage these milestone moments, not by worrying 

about everything but by giving thanks and praise for the blessings he so generously gives.  He rejoices 

when we rejoice, and he celebrates when we celebrate.  What an awesome God we serve! 

      Remember, don’t sweat the small stuff. 

      Marabeth 

“Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”  1 Thessalonians 5:18 

After note:  The wedding has now taken place.  It was very meaningful and everything Payton & Drew 

dreamed it would be.  I am now the proud momma of two daughters and two sons! 



 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

11:30a 

Harvesters 

2 

9-11a Mom2Mom 

9:30a Cong. Care 

10a Tue. @ 10 

3:30-5p Adv. 

5:30p FFF 

6:45p Trustees 

3 

9:15a FFF 

5-6:30p Scramble 

6:15p Youth Group 

6:30p Choir 

4 

 

 

3:30-5p Pwr Pack 

5:30p FFF 

5 

9:15a FFF 

6 

7 

 

8 9 

10a Tue. @ 10 

 

 

3:30-5p Adv. 

 

 

5:30p FFF 

10 

6:45a Men’s Morn. 

9:15a FFF 

5:30p Scramble 

6:15p Youth Group 

6:30p Choir 

 

11 

 

 

3:30-5p Pwr Pack 

5:30p FFF 

12 

9:15a FFF 

9:30a Home 

Spun 

13 

14 

CELEBRATION SUNDAY 

 

15 16 

9-11a Mom2Mom 

10a Tue. @ 10 

3:30-5p Adv. 

 

5:30p FFF 

17 

9:15a FFF 

5-7p Scramble 

6:15p Youth Group 

6:30p Choir 

18 

 

 

 

3:30-5p Pwr Pack 

5:30p FFF 

19 

9:15a FFF 

20 

21 

 

 

 

 

22 23 

 

10a Tue. @ 10 

 

 

 

5:30p FFF 

24 

6:45a Men’s Morn. 

9:15a FFF 

 

 

 

25 

Thanksgiving Day 

 

Office Closed 

26 

Office 

Closed 

27 

28 29 30 

9–11a Mom2Mom 

10a Tue. @ 10 

 

 

3:30-5p Adv. 

5:30p FFF 

 

 

 

   

8:45a The Way Service 

9:30a  J.A.M. 

10:30a Sanctuary Worship 

4:30p Hanging of the  

greens 

8p AA/Al-Anon 

 

8:45a The Way Service 

9:30a Hospitality event    

10:30a Sanctuary Worship 

 

8p AA/ 

Al-Anon 

8:45a The Way Service 

9:30a  J.A.M.    

10:30a Sanctuary Worship 

8p AA/Al-Anon 

FLC– Family Life Center                         
FEL– Fellowship Hall ( basement) 
Cong. Care– Congregation Care Team  
FFF– Faithfully Fit Forever - FLC 
UMW– United Methodist Woman 
Home Spun– UMW cluster - Parlor  
C.O.O.L.  W.H.I.P.– UMW cluster– RM 2 
Adv. – Adventures  1st-3rd grades 
Pwr Pk– Power Pack 4th-5th grades 
Youth Group– HS , MS and combined 

J.A.M.– Jesus and Me 

8:45a The Way Service 

9:30a J.A.M.  

10:30a Sanctuary Worship 

 

4p  Annual Charge Conf/   

in the FLC 

 

8p AA/Al-Anon 



 

Children Learning About Yahweh 

 "But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you…" Acts 1:8a NRSV 

 In an essay on the future of Methodism written near the end of his life, John Wesley expressed his deep con-

viction that the movement would have a bright future if it held fast to both Methodist doctrines, or teaching about 

God, and Methodist practice, or the "method" that gave the movement its name. John Wesley, who was born in 1703 

and died in 1791, wrote: "I am not afraid that the people called Methodists should ever cease to exist either in Europe 

or  America. But I am afraid lest they should exist as a dead sect, having the form of religion without the  power.

(Excerpt from: "The Class Meeting: Reclaiming a Forgotten (and Essential) Small Group Experience" by Kevin Watson).  

 What exactly is this "power" that Wesley was alluding to? Scripture tells us that the apostles are only            

empowered when they receive the promised Holy Spirit, according to Acts 2. This chapter is frequently referred to as 

the Church's "inauguration," and one thing is sure: the promised Holy Spirit was and should be an integral part of 

Christian identity and movement then and now.  

 Additionally, in Luke 9, Jesus gave the twelve a charge of what it means to live in the kingdom of God on earth,        

including the authority to cast out demons, heal illnesses, preach the kingdom, and provide healing to the sick (v 1-2). 

All these verbs can only be accomplished if the apostles received the power of the Holy Spirit, as Christ said they would 

do in his teaching. 

 These are the supernatural powers derived from the Holy Spirit, which Wesley considers in his vision of the 

future of Methodism. 

 In contrast, a study conducted by the Arizona Christian University earlier this year shows that only 5% of     

born-again Christians in the United States hold to a biblical worldview in believing in the Holy Spirit, which is to say, 

most adults do not believe the Holy Spirit is real. I am not sure whether the statements expressed by Wesley are      

becoming true in the churches of our country. Still, it is a matter that should be taken into consideration. 

 Before you continue reading this month's newsletter, I encourage you to take a minute to listen to what the 

Holy Spirit is saying to you right now. Take a moment to write it down, pray about it, and please share if you feel like 

doing so. Is God calling you to anything in his kingdom, as he did to the apostles? Perhaps to serve or volunteer in one 

of our    several ministries. Whatever it is, God is renewing and moving each of us closer to Himself every day. 

 Our mission in the children and youth ministry is to serve as an extension of the Christian home, educate in the 

truth, train in righteousness, and, ultimately, develop each child in body, mind, and spirit. I request that we all work 

together toward this mission. All of this is thought to help us see that, as the early Church did and as Wesley longed 

for,     building a Christian community involves both leadership and the power of the Holy Spirit for us to live life       

together fruitfully and lovingly. 

 May the Holy Spirit descend on us today, this season, and accompany us as we break bread at our thanksgiving 

tables. Happy Fall! 

~Zac Vakadewatabua 



 



Linda Cunningham– Thank you for the history of Alla Sera and what I hope is the 

start of updating and writing the history/story of our Clay Center United Methodist 

Church.                      Barb Booth 

JAM Kids– Thank you for your prayers and card of encouragement.  It is very        

assuring to know so many are bringing me before God.  May you all be blessed!  In Christ     Patti Stephans 

 J.A.M. Kids– Thank you for the art work & thoughts.  It brought  a big smile to my face.  It made me feel 

so good!   Thank you so much.                                             Mike Reed 

CCUMC– Thank you so much for the use of your FLC for our daughter’s benefit on Sept. 15th Jamie 

Kraisinger.  Clay Center is certainly a Caring Community helping one another.  She spent a month in the 

hospital & Rehab. And now is in outpatient therapy.  The Benefit was certainly very helpful for her.  She 

has insurance but has a high deductible.  Thank you again for your donation for this benefit.  Love and 

Prayers                                                                                        The Musselman Family & Jamie Kraisinger 

Thank you to all the ladies that helped make UMW Sunday happen.  We have such a talented group of 

women that make up this church.  Such a blessing you all are to this ministry.   C.O.O.L. W.H.I.P./UMW 

 
 

 

Fall into Fall @ Pfizenmaier Farm 

On Sunday, October 17th we all meet out at the Pfizenmaier Farm to enjoy the fall weather.  Hot Dogs 

were roasted on the open fire just the way you liked them.  A table full of sides such as beans, chips,       

desserts and anything else your heart desired was available.  We can’t forget the hot cocoa, caramel apples 

and finally to finish it off s’mores.  Pat had his tractor out pulling a wagon full of people.  There was yard 

games and just good old sitting around and talking and sharing some stories by many.  What a wonderful 

evening. 



WILDER AUTO BODY  
Owner Kyle Wilder   

138 Crawford 632-3484   

Complete Auto Body Repair, 

Insurance Claims, 24 Hour  

Towing, Free Estimates 

 

United  
Bank & Trust 

Main Bank– 5th & Lincoln Ave. 

Motor Bank– 726 W. Crawford 

FDIC  Insured  632-3171 

Thank you to our 

Enlightener sponsors 

Wall’s True Value 

Hardware - Television 

Major Appliances - Lumber 

632-2851 

423 Lincoln           Clay Center 

www.wallsscratchndent.com 
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IN OUR PRAYERS: Elizabeth Carlson, Jillian Browne,               

David Bauer, Marsha Koster, Tom Skinner, Patty Stephans,   

Larry Morgan, Gary Beck, Dee Warner, Mark Spellman, and for 

those whose names are unmentioned.                                                                                 

Serving in the Military: Brenden Kolsky,  Drew Sumner, Cooper Coffman 

SCRAMBLE 

Wednesday evening free-offering meal  5:30 pm—6:30 pm 

 

November 3rd - CCCOM– Soup Supper 5 pm—6:30 pm 

November 10th - Community Church Camp– Chili & Cinnamon Rolls 

November 17th - Fundraiser for Rory Mellies– Pulled Pork Dinner & 

Quilt Auction 5-7pm 

November 24th– NO SCRAMBLE 

Congratulations to Great Grandma Barbara Booth on the birth of 

her great granddaughter Ava Lou Ann Booth born on 10/10/2021.  

Parents are Josie & Velder Booth. 

Congratulations to Rowan Rusert & Josh Hinkle on the birth of 

their son Rayalen Duane Hinkle II born on October 6, 2021. 


