
 

 

 

 

THANK YOU! 

I have been counting the blessings that God has given to me in the last year 

and they are many! One of those blessings is that God brought me to 

CCUMC, a place I never knew before, but a place where I feel God’s presence 

as I serve him with you all. I am thankful to God and to all of you for your 

hospitality and love that you have given me and my family. God continues to 

keep and to bless us in many ways and we do not want to be ungrateful to 

him. I have witnessed encouraging attendance every Sunday and I am thankful 

to you all for coming and inviting your family members and friends to come. 

Our children and youth ministries have been very encouraging, and I am thankful. I greatly appreciate 

your time, willingness to serve and your financial giving to support our church ministries. 

Your giving towards the pastor's appreciation last month moved me to tears! I did receive several           

appreciation cards, gift cards and $10,341.00 towards our ministry back home in Kenya. Keep praying for 

this ministry. With that we say, THANK YOU! This week we sent out 117 Christmas Operation Child 

Boxes to Samaritan Purse to ship them to the needy children in other parts of the world. That is, love and I 

say, THANK YOU! 

Our greater days are still ahead, and I am blessed to be serving God here with you. May this season of 

Thanksgiving and Christmas remind you of God’s love and blessings in your life. Our Christmas theme 

for this year is; Making Room and I pray that we will not only make room for Jesus, but to our friends, 

neighbors and strangers. As Christians, we cannot grow in isolation, but in community. John Wesley 

knew this when he said, “the gospel of Christ knows of no religion, but social; no holiness but social     

holiness.” And Steve Manskar said, “Wesley believed that holiness is social because God is social. He created  

human beings in his image to be relational creatures. We become fully human when we share in the relationships 

God initiates with us through the people, he places in our way…If you truly love God then you must love your 

brother and sister in Christ and your neighbor. This requires you to be in relationships with the people God places 

alongside you in the church, and the people of your neighborhood, city, and the world. You need community that 

Wesley called ‘Society,’ for grace to nurture you into the person God created you to be” 

Jesus healed ten lepers but only one went back to him to say thank you, Be the One! 

Thankful, 

Rev. Reuben Langat, Ph.D. 

                     

Our Vision                        

 Worship, Witness, Serve 

 The Enlightener  
 December 2021 

    Our Mission 

Worship God who loves us. 

Share our faith by building relationships. 
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9:15a FFF 

 

5-7p Scramble 

6:15p MS/HS Youth 
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5:30p FFF 
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3:30p Adv. 

5:30p FFF 
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5:30p Scramble 

6:15p MS/HS Youth 
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6:30p Choir 
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10a Tue. @ 10 

 

 

5:30p FFF 

6:30p Blue   

Christmas Service 
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6:30p Choir 

23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24 25 

26 27 28 

10a Tue. @ 10 
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5p Scramble 

6:30p Choir 
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8:45a  The Way Service 

9:30a  Christmas Party    

 Movie 

10:30a  Sanctuary Worship 

 5p Christmas Songs &   

 Soup in FLC 

8p AA/Al-anon 

 

8:45a The Way Service 

9:30a JAM                

10:30a Sanctuary Worship 

 

8p AA/Al-anon 

8:45a  The Way Service 

9:30a  Christmas Program  

 In the Sanctuary 

10:30a  Sanctuary Worship 

 

8p AA/ Al-anon 

FLC– Family Life Center                         
FEL– Fellowship Hall ( basement) 
Cong. Care– Congregation Care Team– Library 
FFF– Faithfully Fit Forever - FLC 
UMW– United Methodist Woman 
Home Spun– UMW cluster - FLC 
C.O.O.L.  W.H.I.P.– UMW cluster– RM 2 
Adv. – Adventures  1st-3rd grades 
Pwr Pk– Power Pack 4th-5th grades 
Youth Group– High School , Middle School & combined 

8:45a The Way Service 

9:30a  JAM 

10:30a  Sanctuary Worship 

 

 

 

8p AA/Al-anon 

4:30p FLC 

Christmas 

Eve Service    

5:30p Potluck 

Dinner       

7p Sanctuary 

Christmas     

Eve Service 



 

Children Learning About Yahweh 

The crispness in the air and the onset of a chill are signs that the leaves have changed colors, have fallen, 

and now starting to wither. All these heralds for a new month, season, and Advent, which is a time of 

prayerful devotion as we await the birth of the promised Messiah. We are well aware that if you want a 

better, more meaningful Christmas, you must have a more meaningful Advent. Like Lent, Advent began as 

a devotional season of varying lengths. It is a time of spiritual yearning. On that note, our Youth Group 

has closed our book study on covenants. It is now going through Advent, a time of prayer and spiritual 

preparation. The beauty that occurs when we gather as a community to pray is something I want to reflect 

on this month to help set the year ahead for our ministry. Church, the power of prayer is great! Through 

prayer, miracles happened in the Bible, from the feeding of the multitudes to raising the dead. Similarly, 

we can continue our Christian identity of earnest prayer in small groups, at the dinner table with family, 

or at church every Tuesday at 10 to seek God's guidance, deliverance, and for a great awakening. In the 

1900s, the prayer of Evan Roberts in Wales for God to 'bend him' in any shape or form for God to move 

strikes how we should travail in doing this Christian practice. In the same wavelength, John Wesley once 

said that God does nothing except respond to believing prayer. Suppose our country needs to see revival or 

awakening. In that case, we as a community need to dive into teaching our young ones how to pray and 

converse with the Father. It starts with us. Finally, my personal witness of the power of prayer includes 

my journey to Clay Center UMC. After I was discharged from the military, Shawna and I began praying 

for God's direction on what and where he wanted us to go. Many restless days passed with unanswered 

questions, but I am always confident that God has a plan because he promised hope (Psalm 119:49), which 

is a theme for Advent. He got it all under control. Over a year of prayers and fasting, God blessed us with 

the opportunity to serve here in Clay Center as a continuation of my ministry. Now that we are here, this 

little town that we travel through on our way to meet my wife's family in 

South Dakota is more than just a place to stop and get gas; it is where God 

meant for me to begin my ministry career. How awesome this is to be able 

to connect the dots. In the words of Paul, “rejoice always, and pray without     

ceasing…” this Advent season. ~ Zac V  



Silk Poinsettia Order Form ( flowers will remain at the church for use in future years) 

If you would like to sponsor a Poinsettia for this Christmas season, please fill out the order form below.  

The cost is $10.  Please mark a location for your sponsored Poinsettia to be placed. 

From:___________________________________________                           FLC 

In Memory of:____________________________________ Sanctuary 

In Honor of:______________________________________           *Due by  Dec. 12th  

Please drop this form off at the church office, or mail to: CCUMC, P.O. Box 118, CC, KS 67432                         

The theme of this year’s Christmas Series is “Making Room.”  As Pastor Reuben shared this with me, I began 

to think about it in terms of our physical church.  Since September, we have been averaging 224 total people 

in worship each week.  Do we have room for more?  Our Family Life Center has chairs for 310 and our 

sanctuary has seating for 377, which is a total of 687.  Yes.  We have room!  But are we making room?  And 

what does that really mean? 

Making room could take on several meanings.  Maybe it could mean living out the Methodist motto of Open 

Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors. Making room in our hearts to welcome all people.  Making room in our 

minds by being accepting of all people.  And, making room by opening our doors and literally welcoming 

people into our church home.  

If we truly want to make room for others, we may need to start with an invitation.  When was the last time 

one of us invited someone new to join us in worship?  I can’t think of a better time than the Advent Season.  

If you know someone that loves children, invite them to the Children’s Program on December 12th.  We can 

make room.  If you know someone that is struggling and finding this season less than jolly, invite them to the 

Blue Christmas Service on December 21st.  There is room.  Or maybe you know someone that has gotten out 

of the routine of attending Sunday morning worship and is uncomfortable taking the first step to enter in.  

Invite them to meet you at the front door and sit with them. Make room for them in your row.   

Making room doesn’t necessarily mean creating more space. Perhaps it can mean taking full advantage of 

the space that we already have.  This Christmas season, let’s make the most of the extra room in our hearts, 

our minds and our church. 

Blessings to you as you make room for Jesus this season. 

Marabeth 

Hanging of 

the Greens  

Thank you to 

all that came 

and helped 

decorate. 



To the kitchen and life center crew-  Your comfort that was shown was deeply       

appreciated.  It was a perfect loving soft place to land on a hard but beautiful day.  

      Thank You– from all the Griggs Family 

 
 

 

Hospitality Event Recap 

 

“They Showed Up …. Now What?”, a short presentation for the congregation, was offered by the R360 

Team with the goal of helping us to be more aware of the importance of hospitality in the church.  We do a 

great job at greeting our guests, but true hospitality goes way beyond a simple “Hello.”   

 

Have you ever been a first time guest at a church?  There are so many questions, and often they begin     

before we even step foot in the building.  Many times, one wonders, where should I park?  What door 

should I enter? Now that I am inside, where is the restroom or the children’s Sunday School Class? What 

should I wear? Where should I sit?  When should I stand?  Am I invited to partake of Communion?   

 

These are just a few of the many questions that our guests might have. It is our aim to have answers for 

their questions before they even have to ask.  We do this by having our property clearly marked, having 

well informed and energetic greeters at the doors, and by being very intentional about explaining every-

thing that goes on in worship service. It may seem redundant to our regular attenders, but it does make a 

difference.  Having seating available near the back and keeping seating open at the aisles is what is most  

welcoming to someone new.  Always think as a guest. 

 

There are two easy rules that are recommended for churches to follow.  The 3 Minute Rule: encourages 

everyone to visit with someone that you do not know in the three minutes before worship and three 

minutes following worship.   You may never get   another chance to meet this new person.  And the other 

is the 10 Foot Rule: encourages us to be aware of everything that goes on in the 10 feet area around us.  Be 

aware of the people, the property, the needs, etc.  This will guarantee each guest will be covered but not 

overwhelmed and bombarded. 

 

It is the mission of our church to display radical hospitality.  Every single person that walks through our 

doors is important and we want them to know that they matter.  Let us follow the lead of Jesus and offer 

our love and acceptance to all and to do all we can to make everyone know that they are welcome. 

 

Thank you to those that presented and those that attended this event. 

Each year we receive pumpkins decorated with the UMC logo.  We got an extra treat 

with a special turkey for decorations. Thank you to Calvin Wohler our pumpkin artist. 

The pumpkins and fall mums that were used to decorate our sanctuary and FLC were 

provided by the Pat & Maureen Pfizenmaier Farm.   

Operation Christmas Child – Thank you all that donated to 

this mission.  We packed and sent 117 boxes. 



  

 

 

 

Financial Report from 

Finance Committee:  

General Budget 

 

October 

Tithes & Offerings: 

$48,659.00 

Expenses: $21,823.48 

 

 

Year To Date 

Jan. 1– Oct. 31 

Tithes & Offerings: 

$256,197.62 

Expenses: $232,220.06  

                                                         

Pat Simmons 12/04 

JoAnn Bauer 12/09 

Carolyn Chaffee 12/06 

Marilyn Martin 12/31 

 

 

 

 

EmberHope, previously named Youthville is a 501(c)3 nonprofit, faith-based 

agency committed to developing innovative programs that inspire change in      

at-risk youth and families. This agency began in 1927 by the United Methodist 

Church as an orphanage, and is located in Newton, Kansas. 

December Mission 

 

 

Jim & Peggy Schulze 

12/18/60 

William & Ruth Lindsay 

12/26/58 

Church Bell and Tower Project 

The 134 year old church bell is now in Cincinnati, Ohio being  

refurbished and a tower constructed.  The estimated cost is    

$110, 000 and $70,000 has already been given.  Other donations 

would be greatly appreciated. 

Picture: Proposed future bell tower 

December 12th  

9:30am Children’s       

Christmas  Program 

 

December 21st 

6:30 pm Blue Christmas 

      Service 

December 24th 

4:30pm Christmas Eve Service FLC 

5:30pm Potluck Dinner 

7pm Christmas Eve Service Sanctuary 

Interactive Advent Calendar   

Rev. Melissa Collier Gepford created 

this link for the Great Plains       

Conference.  Just one link a day for 

families to be a little more             

intentional this season.                                     

https://www.greatplainsumc.org/

files/ministries/kidsfam/

great+plains+advent+calendar.pdf 



 Pat Simmons is turning 90 years old  on December 4, 2021.  Her address is 506 

Clarke St., Clay Center, KS 67432 

JoAnn Bauer is turning 95 years old on December 6, 2021.  Her address is 1328 

Clarke St., Clay Center, KS 67432 

Rev. Reuben 

& Rev. Jane       

Langat 

OPEN 

HOUSE 

Sunday, November 21, 2021 



WILDER AUTO BODY  
Owner Kyle Wilder   

138 Crawford 632-3484   

Complete Auto Body Repair, 

Insurance Claims, 24 Hour  

Towing, Free Estimates 

 

United  
Bank & Trust 

Main Bank– 5th & Lincoln Ave. 

Motor Bank– 726 W. Crawford 

FDIC  Insured  632-3171 

Thank you to our 

Enlightener sponsors 

Wall’s True Value 

Hardware - Television 

Major Appliances - Lumber 

632-2851 

423 Lincoln           Clay Center 

www.wallsscratchndent.com 

The Enlightener 
Clay Center United Methodist Church  -  Pastor Reuben Langat 

921 5th Street  -  P.O. Box 118  -  Clay Center, Kansas 67432-2509    

 Phone 785-632-3106  -  Email: churchoffice@claycenterumc.org  -  Web site: www.claycenterumc.org 

  RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Nonprofit Org. 

U.S.POSTAGE 

PAID 

Permit No. 108 

IN OUR PRAYERS: Elizabeth Carlson, Jillian Browne,               

David Bauer, Marsha Koster, Tom Skinner, Patty Stephans,    

Dee Warner, Bruce Bauer, Larry Parsley, and for those whose 

names are unmentioned.                                                                                     

Serving in the Military: Brenden Kolsky, Drew Sumner, Cooper Coffman 

SCRAMBLE 

    Wednesday evening free-offering meal   

5:30 pm—6:30 pm 

December 1st - CCARE– Soup Supper 5-7pm 

December 8th– Presbyterian Youth Group 

Bierocks & Pulled Pork Sliders dinner 

December 15th– FFA Fundraiser– TBD 

December 22nd – No Scramble 

December 29th – Fundraiser - TBD 

 Prayers to Donna, Kent, Brandi  Griggs & Family on the loss of 

Melvin Griggs who passed away on November 2, 2021. 

 Prayers to the family of our member Gary Beck who passed away 

on October 29, 2021. 


