
 
 

 

 

Friends, 

 I grew up in a culture that emphasized forgiveness through the use of blood. For 

example, if someone had killed another person and was remorseful and really wanted to 

be forgiven, he would be asked to look for a spotless lamb. A ceremony of forgiveness 

and cleansing would then be performed by a “priest’, someone who was considered 

“holy.” For someone to qualify as a “priest’ he had to be a moral person with a good family and not 

having any known curses or anything that would make him unclean. So, the murderer and members of his 

clan would be taken to the riverbank for cleansing. There, the lamb’s hind legs were tied together and was 

hung from the limbs of a tree which extended across the river. The murderer would be asked to go down 

the river and stand under the lamb. The priest would stab the back of the neck of the lamb and the blood 

would begin to flow and drip down the murderer. The murderer would wash himself with the blood as 

the clan members and everyone witnessed. People would leave the place knowing that the murderer 

(sinner) has been washed or cleansed by the blood of the lamb and had no more sin. From then he would 

have freedom to walk around, meet people and enjoy life. 

 I found the above way of cleansing to be very significant in the sense that people knew that sin is 

bad and needed to be atoned for. Blood from a spotless lamb was very significant and had to be used for 

cleansing. You can also see from this story how God had provided some knowledge and a way to use 

blood for cleansing, which made it easier for the first missionaries to explain about the coming of Christ as 

a lamb of God who came to shed his blood once and for all for the forgiveness of our sins. 

 Aren’t you grateful that God so loved you, that he sent his son to die, shed his blood on the tree 

(cross) so that you can be set free and free indeed? Unlike my African ancestors who killed lambs many 

times, Jesus did it once for all of us. This is what our focus has been during this season of Lent, it has been 

and still is about his death on the cross so that you and I can be forgiven of all our sins. This is what the 

Scripture tells us in John 1:29, when it says, ‘The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, 

“Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!’ 

 Are you washed in the blood of the lamb?   

We have had good attendance in our worship services, thank you for coming. We also greatly appreciate 

many who are watching online. In March we also had a number of activities as you will see in this 

newsletter.  

 God has been with us and greater days are still ahead of us! 

Reuben 
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    Our Mission 

                         Worship God who loves us. 

Share our faith by building relationships. 

 Bring hope to the world we serve. 



  

 

 

 

Financial Report from 

Finance Committee:  

 

General Budget  

March 

Tithes & Offerings: 

$21,161.96 

Expenses: $21,656.88 

 

Year To Date 

Jan. 1– Feb. 28 

Tithes & Offerings: 

$34,661.17 

Expenses: $46,802.56 

Happy Birthday                   

 85 Years and UP 

Shirley Pfizenmaier 04/27 

               

 

 

 

United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is the 

global humanitarian aid organization of The United Methodist Church.  Their 

mission is to alleviate human suffering with open hearts and minds to all people.  

UMCOR works through programs that address hunger, poverty, sustainable 

agriculture, international and domestic emergencies, refugee and immigrant 

concerns, global health issues and transitional development. 

 

Our Blessing Box 

Please continue to stock 

it with your donations.  

We have baskets available 

for you to place your  

extra items in by the 

FLC doors and outside 

the church office. Thank 

you for contributing to 

this ministry. 

50 + 

 

Dan & Bonnie Spellman 

04/11 

 Mission of the month 

Spring Cleanup- 

Thank you to Brad 

& Sonia Cooper for 

all your hard work 

on making the out-

side of the church 

ready for Spring. 

 

Clean out those closets 

The church will be open on Thur., 4/8, 

2pm—4pm & Fri., 4/9, 8am—5pm  for 

you to bring all your treasures in for the 

annual UMW rummage sale.  If you 

need something picked up call the office 

@ 632-3106 by Wed., 4/7 for a Thur. 

pickup from 1pm– 4pm. 

 

We celebrated with 

Jillian Browne and her family Jeff, 

Julie, Jaylee and Jameson Browne on 

March 14, 2021. 

Dan, Megan, William &  

Amelia Weisenberger joined 

our church on March 28th. 

 

HARVESTERS is    

coming soon to Clay    

Center United Methodist 

Church and we are so happy to welcome 

our new directors of this outreach      

program Kathy Beougher & Diane 

Lykins.  If  interested in helping         

distribute food, please call the church 

office at 632-3106 or talk with either 

Kathy or Diane.  Looking forward to 

this new mission for our church. 



Thanks for the special & delicious Valentine meal.  A great treat and so delicious.  Great cook for making 

me feel special.  Also the bean soup & dessert on Wed. evening.  God Bless                           Betty Spellman 

Thanks for the prayer quilt. Johnny thinks it’s neat and the prayers mean a lot. Johnny & Jane Crawshaw 

Wow! A great ramp & deck was built for us by a great team from the church.  Thanks Tom Nelson, 

Dwight Benninga and Alan Johnson.  It will be so helpful for Johnny & I.         Johnny & Jane Crawshaw 

What a surprise!! How do I thank you for the gift of Love you gave me in the surprise celebration at 

Wednesday’s Scramble.  Thank You                                                   Barbara Booth 

Thank you for all the cards, prayers, food & messages we received after the death of Kraig’s father.  Thank 

you Pastor Reuben for the wonderful phone call.  We love & appreciate our church family very much.

                         Kraig & Sara Brockman

Please join us!! 

For a “feel good”  

movie and some  

fresh, hot popcorn. 

Childcare is provided. 

 I have been able to take advantage of Spring Break for many years.  First as a college student and 

later as a parent. It has always been a welcome time off.  That week seems to come at just the perfect time.  

Our minds and our bodies need to take some time away from our studies or jobs.  We maybe don’t do 

much resting, but we have a change of pace and scenery, and that is healthy.   

 Of all of the Spring Breaks I have experienced, I have to say that this one was the best.  Brad, Payton 

and I loaded up the truck with birthday gifts, Easter baskets and Nut rolls from the Tasty Pastry Bakery. 

We headed east to Columbus, Ohio to see Brenna, Christian and Karmel (our grand dog.)  Seeing the kids is 

always wonderful, but this time was even more special.  Brad had not seen them in over a year!  To walk 

into their apartment and hug them after such a long lapse of time was the best gift we could have ever asked 

for. I have a feeling that Brenna got tired of me always touching her, but it had been such a long year! It felt 

so good to all be together in person!  We as humans long for that physical touch.  I am a “hugger” by      

nature, so this social distancing has not been easy.   

 As I loved on my daughter for those three days, I was reminded that so many of you are in the same 

position. You have loved ones in other states or in nursing home care.  Not seeing them is hard. It is so 

very hard.  But, the time of universal healing seems to be nearer and nearer, and for that we are grateful. 

 I rejoice with you on the day that physical hugs become a reality.  I smile with you when you can 

once again kiss that cheek without a mask.  And I sing praises with you as you celebrate answered prayers 

of real family time.  It has been a year to remember!  As we recite in church, “God is good, all the time.  

And all the time, God is good!” 

      Prayers for a blessed Spring, 

       Marabeth  



April 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 

 

 

 

 

1 

9a FFF 

3:30p Power Pack 

5p-6p Maundy 

Thursday 

5:30p FFF 

2 

 

 

 

7p Good  

Friday     

Service 

3 

4      

 

5 6 

9-11a Mom2Mom 

9a FFF 

10a Tues. @ 10 

 

 

3:30p Adv. 

5:30p FFF 

7 

10a WBS 

 

5:30 Scramble 

 

6p WBS 

6:30p Finance 

8 

9a FFF 

2p-4p only bring   

Rummage items 

FLC 

3:30p Power Pack 

5:30p FFF 

9 

9:30a Home 

Spun– Zoom 

& Parlor 

 

8-5 bring 

rummage 

items FLC 

10 

7a-1p 

 

R 

U 

M 

M 

A 

G 

E  

 

11 12 13 

9a FFF 

10a Tues. @ 10 

 

3:30p Adv. 

5:30p FFF 

14 

6:45a Men’s Morning 

10a WBS 

5:30p Scramble 

6p WBS 

6:15 Youth Group 

7p Church Council 

15 

9a FFF 

 

3:30p Power Pack 

5:3p FFF 

16 17 

18 

 

 

19 

5p R360 

Library 

20 

9a FFF 

9-11 a Mom2Mom 

10a Tues. @ 10 

 

3:30p Adv. 

21 

10a WBS 

5:30p COOL WHIP 

5:30p Scramble 

6p WBS 

 

 

22 

9a FFF 

 

 

3:30p Power Pack 

5:30p FFF 

23 24 

25 26 27 

 

9a FFF 

10a Tues. @ 10 

 

3:30p Adv. 

5:30p FFF 

28 

 

6:45a Men’s Morning 

10a WBS 

5:3p Scramble 

6p WBS 

6:15p Youth @    

Dexter Park 

29 

9a FFF 

 

 

3:30p Power Pack 

5:30p FFF 

30  

8:45 The Way Service 

9:30 Sunday School 

10:30 Sanctuary Worship 

 

6p Movie Night 

6:30a Sunrise Service 

Breakfast following FLC 

8:45a The Way Service 

9:30a Sunday School 

9:30a Easter Egg Hunt 

10:30 Sanctuary Worship  

8:45 The Way Service  

9:35a Pastor Reuben’s   

 Story  

10:30 Sanctuary Worship 

 

FLC– Family Life Center                         
FEL– Fellowship Hall ( basement) 
Cong. Care– Congregation Care Team 
FFF– Faithfully Fit Forever - FLC 
UMW– United Methodist Woman 
Home Spun– UMW cluster - Parlor 
C.O.O.L.  W.H.I.P.– UMW cluster– RM 2 
Adv. – Adventures  1st-3rd grades 
Pwr Pk– Power Pack 4th-5th grades 
 

8:45 The Way Service 

9:30 Sunday School 

10:30 Sanctuary Worship 

 

5p Special Events– BYOM 

@ Dexter Park– details to 

come later 

WBS– Women’s Bible Study in the Parlor 

Youth Group– HS,MS and combined 

BYOM– Bring your own meal and drink 



HOLY WEEK 

SCHEDULE  

April 1st- Maundy Thursday           

Come and Go /Meditation & Communion  

 5pm-6pm in the Sanctuary 

April 2nd -Good Friday 

A service of Tenebrae- 7pm in the Sanctuary 

April 4th-Easter 

6:30 am Sunrise Service– The Country Club 

      Breakfast afterwards in FLC 

8:45 am The Way Service 

9:30 am  Sunday School for all ages 

     Easter Egg Hunt (Pre-school—5th grade) 

10:30 am  The Sanctuary Service 

YOUTH GROUP NEWS 

New Basketball Court 

  

"This basketball 

court and goal 

were made        

possible by       

Memorial           

donations and the 

labor of the church 

Trustees. Our 

Youth Group 

THANKS all who 

were involved with 

making it happen!"   

Palm Sunday Parade 

Many children paraded through the  

congregation waiving 

their palm branches in  

celebration of Jesus.     

Pastor Reuben joined in 

the fun.  

Some of the hard working SPECIAL 

EVENTS TEAM  that brought us a         

wonderful St. Patrick’s Day dinner   

including the famous Reuben sliders. 

VBS dates June 1-4  



WILDER AUTO BODY  
Owner Kyle Wilder   

138 Crawford 632-3484   

Complete Auto Body Repair, 

Insurance Claims, 24 Hour  

Towing, Free Estimates 

 

United  
Bank & Trust 

Main Bank– 5th & Lincoln Ave. 

Motor Bank– 726 W. Crawford 

FDIC  Insured  632-3171 

Thank you to our 

Enlightener sponsors 

Wall’s True Value 

Hardware - Television 

Major Appliances - Lumber 

632-2851 

423 Lincoln           Clay Center 

www.wallsscratchndent.com 
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SCRAMBLE SCHEDULE 

Wednesday night free-offering meal - 5:30—6:30 pm 

April 7th– FFF fundraiser for Humana– Sloppy Joe Meal 

April 14th– Fundraiser for Marilyn Luthi– Pulled Pork 

April 21st–Mem. Post #40 Leonardville Amer. Legion– Taco Bar 

April 28th– C.C. American Legion #101– Hamburgers, hotdogs 

Prayers for Kraig & Sara Brockman on the loss of his father Carl 

Brockman on 03/08/2021. 

Prayers for the family and friends on the loss of our member Derele 

Knepper who passed away on March 25, 2021 

Our Prayer Ministry 

IN OUR PRAYERS: Elizabeth Carlson, Jamie Klein, Jillian Browne, Dewey      

Adams, David Bauer, Johnny Crawshaw, Nola Unruh, Tom Skinner, Carol Morgan, 

Jane Zacharias, and Henry Thomas. 

Serving in the Military:  Brenden Kolsky, Drew Sumner, Cooper Coffman  


