
  

 

 

Friends, 

I have continued to listen and learn the cultural capital of our church and Clay 

Center city and I appreciate you, government leaders and other community 

leaders who have taken time to have a conversation with me. Many of you have 

come to visit me, introduce themselves, welcome me and pray with me. I have 

also received many welcome cards from those who are watching our services 

online, including former pastors who served here before. I feel welcomed and 

the last month has been great and I sincerely thank you. 

I appreciate your participation in a number of events and programs that we have 

in and through our church. These events have helped me to connect with many of you and other people 

in the community. I am blessed to have dedicated staff who have greatly helped me through my 

adjustment into this community. I have also observed that our church has many volunteers who are 

involved in many ways, I praise God, and thank you for your services. Our worship services have been 

wonderful and every Sunday I have been blessed and encouraged by volunteers who come in very early in 

the morning to set things up, prepare for online connections, lead worship, teach or lead a Sunday school 

or do children ministry. I love and praise God for you all. God has called us and we are journeying 

together. There is an African saying that goes this way, Ŭif you want to go fast, go alone, but if you want 

to go far, go with others.ŭ We are doing ministry together and together we will go far! 

I pray that this season of Lent will be meaningful to each one of us. May we take time to reflect and allow 

God to help us do soul searching and seek forgiveness from him and also offer forgiveness to those who 

have wronged us. 

May GodŪs blessings be with you and remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. Never hoard 

GodŪs blessings, give them away so that you can create room for more. 

You matter to God and that is why he came to die for you.  Yes, our greater days are still ahead! 

Rev. Reuben Langat, Ph.D.           
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    Our Mission  

 Worship God who loves us. 

Share our faith by building relationships.  

   Bring hope to the world we serve. 
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March 2021  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 

9a FFF 

10a Tuesday@10  

3:30p Adv.  

5:30p FFF  

6:45p Trustees  

3 

 

5:30p Scramble  

6:15p  Youth Group  

4 

9a FFF 

3:30p Power Pack  

5:30p FFF  

5 

World Day 

of Prayer  

6 

7 

 

8 9 

9a FFF 

9-11a Mom2Mom  

10a Tuesdays@10  

3:30p Adv.  

5:30p FFF  

 

 

10  

6:45a Menõs Morning 

 

5:30p Scramble  

 

 

 

         

11  

9a FFF 

3:30p Power Pack  

5:30p FFF  

12  

9:30a Home 

Spunð Zoom  

meeting  

13  

14  

 

15  16  

9a FFF 

10a Tuesdays@10  

 

5:30p FFF  

 

17  

 

5:30p Scramble  

5:30p COOL WHIP  

 

 

18  

9a FFF 

5:30p FFF  

 

7p CCCOM    

@Longford  

19  20  

21  

 

 

 

 

Youth Group Dodgeball 

Tournament ð FLC 

22  23  

9a FFF 

9-11a Mom2Mom  

10aTuesdays @10  

3:30p Adv.  

5:30p FFF  

 

24  

6:45a Menõs Morning 

 

 

5:30p Scramble  

25  

9a FFF 

3:30p Power Pack  

5:30p FFF  

 

 

26  27  

28  Palm Sunday  

 

29  30  

9a FFF 

10aTuesdays @10  

3:30p Adv.  

5:30p FFF  

Pastor Reubenõs 

Birthday  

31  

 

5:30p Scramble  

6p Memorial Comm.  

6:15p  Youth Group  

   

8:45 The Way Service  

9:30 Sunday School  

10:30 Sanctuary Worship  

 

Easter Lilly orders due  

 

8:45 Service   

9:30 Sunday School  

10:30 Worship  

8:45 The Way Service  

9:30 Sunday School    

10:30 Sanctuary Worship  

 

8:45 The Way Service  
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10:30 Sanctuary Worship  
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Financial Report from 

Finance Committee:  

 

General Budget  

January 

Tithes & Offerings: 

$13,499.21 

Expenses: $25,099.70 

 

Year To Date 

Jan. 1ŧ Dec.31 

Tithes & Offerings: 

$13,499.21 

Expenses: $25,099.70 

Happy Birthday                   

 85 Years and UP 

Iris Rouse 03/01 

Joyce Hogan 03/01 

Delores D. Case 03/03 

Wilbert Killman 03/23 

Barbara Booth 03/24 

 

 

 

United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is the global humanitarian 

aid organization of The United Methodist Church.  Their mission is to alleviate 

human suffering with open hearts and minds to all people.  UMCOR works 

through programs that address hunger, poverty, sustainable agriculture, 

international and domestic emergencies, refugee and immigrant concerns, global 

health issues and transitional development. 

 

Our Blessing Box 

Please continue to stock it 

with your donations.  Thank 

you for contributing to this 

ministry. 

50 plus years 

 

Larry & Carol Morgan 

03/07 

 

March Mission  

District News                                                            

Karen Rice Ratzlaff is the new Superintendent for the Hutchinson 

and Salina District.  She will follow the Rev. Dee Williamston, 

who last month was announced as Director of Clergy Excellence 

and Assistant to the Bishop as of July 1. Karen 53, lives in her husbandŪs 

hometown of Moundridge, where he is a physician. They have three grown  

children: one entering medical school residency, another a middle-school      

English teacher and the youngest a junior at the University of Kansas. A 

farmerŪs daughter who grew up north of Goodland, Rice Ratzlaff earned a   

bachelorŪs degree from Bethel College and her masterŪs degree from Saint Paul 

School of Theology. In January, she began work for her doctorate in ministry 

from Garrett Evangelical Theological Seminary, concentrating in spiritual      

direction.  

Attention all High School Seniors:  

Please apply for the Adams & the 

Ernest Tolin Scholarships.  They are 

both sponsored by the Clay Center United  

Methodist Church and are available at your local 

high school.  

Easter Flowers 

If you would like to sponsor flowers in memory of or in honor 

of a loved one, please fill out the form below and turn it in to the  

office by March 21.  The silk flowers will remain at the church for use in future 

years.  Cost $10 

Name:______________________________________________________ 

In Memory of:_______________________________________________ 

In Honor of:_________________________________________________ 

Please place them in the Family Life Center__ Sanctuary__ 

A list will be published in the Easter bulletin & May Enlightener 

We have many dates available for Scramble, our 

Wednesday evening meal.  If you or your group 

would like to book a date for this spring, please 

call the church office 632-3106. 

The UMW aluminum can trailer has been        

relocated to the east side of the north parking lot.  

Thank you for donating your cans.  The money is 

used for church camp scholarships. 



 

 

I have often thought, ŬYou donŪt know how heavy the burden you are carrying, until it is lifted.ŭ  All of 

us, in our own ways, have been carrying burdens of the past year and in many ways, they seem to have 

taken their toll.  I think back to Spring of 2020 as we waited to see if we would be able to have Palm 

Sunday and Easter Worship services in our church.  From there we had to forego Graduation Sunday, 

Praise in the Park and even Vacation Bible School.  And then, just as things seemed to be getting a bit back 

to normal, we had to shut things down again.  In many ways, it was a year of let down and weariness.   

 

Finally, in February of 2021, it actually began to feel like WEŪRE BACK!  In the past three weeks, we have 

welcomed Pastor Reuben, had the Youth Group Super Bowl Snack Sale, our ValentineŪs Dinner, Movie 

Night, and Ash Wednesday Service.  Our attendance numbers at our Scramble meal seem to increase 

weekly and church attendance is on the rise.  In addition, we are diligently working on details for the 

Lenten Season and Vacation Bible School is going to happen.  I know that we are not completely out of 

the woods yet with the pandemic and we all need to remain vigilant about being careful, but it sure feels 

like things are moving in the right direction. 

 

Thank you to you, our church family, for your patience and faithfulness as we have tried to remain open 

and available over the past ten months.  Many of you stepped up and did double duty when necessary and 

I am so grateful.  As I look ahead at the church calendar, I see it getting fuller with each day. I couldnŪt be 

more excited!  This means ministries of the church are being fulfilled and more hearts are being reached 

for Christ.   

 

May God richly bless each of you and your family as we work together to make the Clay Center United 

Methodist Church a place where we Worship, Witness, and Serve together in the name of Jesus. 

 

     Blessings for beautiful Spring. 

     Marabeth 

 

Cooking with Loveŧ Thank you for the food your brought when I got home from the hospital.  Food 

was all so good especially since I didnŪt have to cook it!  Thanks            Mark & Patti Woodruff  

Thanks so much for the box of goodies at Christmas!  Was so nice of you to think of me.  Wayne       

enjoyed them as well!           Dee Link  

Special Events-  Thank you so much for the wonderful ValentineŪs Dinner.  It was so nice to see         

everyone having a wonderful meal, good entertainment and a chance to socialize.  You went above and 

beyond as usual.               Gail Edmiston  

Chat, Chew & Doŧ Thank you so much for the meals!  We greatly appreciate you all thinking of us  

during this very special time!                                                           Justin, Dani, Burke & Nora Lehman  

IN OUR PRAYERS:  Elizabeth Carlson, Marla Forsyth,  Jillian Browne, Dewey Adams, Jamie Klein, 

Johnny Crawshaw, Nola Unruh, Vernon McGee, Henry Thomas, Tom Skinner, Linda Brodersen, David 

Bauer, Gary Beck, and for those whose names are unmentioned.                                                                                  

 Serving in the Military : Brenden Kolsky, Drew Sumner, Cooper Coffman 



YOUTH GROUP NEWS  

 

The Youth Group would like to thank the church family for 

their support of their Annual Super Bowl Snack Sale.  They 

raised over $700!  These proceeds help to pay for Scramble meals 

for the kids enjoy before Youth Group on Wednesdays.  They 

will also use the funds to help with their other operating          

expenses, including their trip to Worlds of Fun later in the year.  

  

Upcoming events for the youth include hosting a community Youth Group Dodge Ball Tournament and 

presenting the Sunrise Service and Breakfast on Easter morning for the church family. 

Mark your Calendars 

Vacation Bible School  

June 1-4 

9:00 ŧ 11:45 a.m. 

Invite your friends, neighbors, grandchildren, etc.  

This is our biggest childrenŪs outreach mission of the 

year.  

Directors are Nicole Glavan, Megan Weisenberger &         

Marabeth Conner 

Special Events ŧ 

The Special Events Team is happy to be back, hosting    

social events for our church family to enjoy.  Since taking 

time off due to Covid-19, they were able to serve a         

delicious Scramble Meal in February, they hosted a       

wonderful and well attended ValentineŪs Dinner and they 

are planning to help us celebrate St. PatrickŪs Day on 

March 17
th

.  This team works diligently behind the scenes 

to create memorable events that are open to all.  Thank 

you to our Special Events Ministry Team.  It is good to be 

Ŭback in business!ŭ 

Happy ValentineŪs Dinner 

02/21/2021 

Tuesdays @ Ten 

A time for personal prayer in the Church 

Sanctuary each Tuesday morning beginning at 

10am.  Join in this quiet place to reflect and 

pray for those concerns that are on your heart. 


