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Advent is here, the time when we work on preparing ourselves for Christmas. We light one
candle on the Advent wreath each week, to symbolize Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. The
white candle in the middle is for Christ, and that one we light on Christmas Eve.
I don’t yet know for sure what Christmas is going to look like this year. As with everything,
I suspect it will have elements that are familiar and comforting, while also being different.
In our house, we have already started listening to Christmas music, though usually I insist we wait until
mid-December. We usually put our tree up near the Winter Solstice, and aim to leave it up through
Epiphany. But, we have kittens in the house this year, and so we are having to be creative as we think
through how to decorate without causing damage to our favorite ornaments, to our house, or to our
kittens, and so we are starting already, weeks earlier than usual. We all need some extra Christmas cheer
this year.
We also all seem to need a little extra hope this year. Our Advent worship series is based on the idea that
Hope is on the way. No matter what craziness happens here, Jesus is still Jesus, and God is still God, and
they both love us and call on us to share that love with one another. I have hope for our future. I pray that
you do too. Let us join together in searching for and seeing hope this Advent season.

Pastor Andrea

Blue Christmas
Tuesday, December 22 at 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary
For some of us, the Christmas season seems anything but joyful. If you are struggling to find joy this
season, or if you are grieving this is a service for you. Join us for our in person Blue Christmas service - as
we embrace all the depths of life's emotions.
IN OUR PRAYERS: Raymond Bull, Elizabeth Carlson, Marla Forsyth, Jillian Browne, Dewey Adams,
Jamie Klein, Sheila McGrew, Phoenix Wildermuth, Teresa Yarrow, Neva Anderson and for those whose
names are unmentioned.
Serving in the Military: Brenden Kolsky, Drew Sumner, Cooper Coffman, Zachary Bloom

Our Vision
Worship, Witness, Serve

Our Mission
Worship God who loves us.
Share our faith by building relationships.
Bring hope to the world we serve.

December Mission

EmberHope Youthville is meeting needs and changing lives by providing a wide
array of services for thousands of area at-risk children and teens. Their services
include foster care, adoption, residential programs, and counseling for both
individuals and families. They are an affiliate of the
Great Plains United Methodist Church.

Our Blessing
Box

This ministry is a big
help for our
community and we
are serving so many
neighbors in need. Please continue to
stock it with your donations. Thank
you for contributing to this ministry.
New Book Study
Dec 3,10,17, Jan 7,14,21,28, Feb 4
Thursdays at 10 am
or 6:30 pm –starting
by zoom, possibly
moving to in-person
after Jan 1.

Life is full of detours - unplanned
journeys on paths we never would have
chosen to travel. This can leave us
feeling frustrated, discouraged, or even
frightened. Using the book I Didn't
Sign Up For This by Aaron Sharp, we
will learn through the prophet Elijah
ways to help us navigate these
unplanned journeys through the
wilderness and gain fresh perspective
on God's direction for our lives.
Join Pastor Andrea on Thursdays at 10
am or 6:30 pm for learning and
discussion, starting on December 3,
meeting for 8 weeks, taking a break for
Christmas and New Year's eve - ending
the first week of February.
Contact the church office to sign up.
Each participant will need to order
their own copy of the book.

A Prayer for Lighting
Advent candles
In the darkness we light a flame of
hope. May it dance not only upon our
Advent wreath but within each of our
hearts as well. Hope is the flower that
blooms from the ground of faith. And
so, with joy, we keep the tradition of
ages past as we encircle our Advent
wreath with love and prayerful
expectation. May this Advent season
bring us a new birth of hope in the
ancient promises of God. Amen

Financial Report from
Finance Committee:
General Budget
October
Tithes & Offerings:
$19,639.70
Expenses: $21,451.31
Year To Date
Jan. 1– Oct.31
Tithes & Offerings:
$189,619.28

Expenses: $228,430.11
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Silk Poinsettia Order Form ( flowers will remain at the church for use in future years)
If you would like to sponsor a Poinsettia for this Christmas season, please fill out the order form below.
The cost is $15. Please mark a location for your sponsored Poinsettia to be placed.
From:___________________________________________

FLC

In Memory of:____________________________________

Sanctuary

In Honor of:______________________________________

Thank you for the goodie plate! It has been an exhausting few months & I appreciate the recognition.
Please wear a mask & social distance if you can’t stay home.
Dr. Chris Worthen
Dear Friends, Thank you so much for the fantastic plate of sweets and the generous gift certificate. It was
a wonderful surprise! Love and blessings,
Marcy Schooley

A week ago, we had the tough conversation with our daughter and son-in-law who live in Ohio, that they may not
be coming “home” for Christmas this year. Things in their state are not good and they are highly encouraging
people to not travel. In fact, they are under a “Stay at Home Advisory.”
As we ended our conversation that night, I sat back and thought about how different things may be this year.
Traditionally, we celebrate Christmas at our home on Christmas Eve. I love that we all sit together for the
Candlelight Service. I have visions of sitting at the end of the pew and looking down the row to see my husband &
kids, my parents, my sister’s family and often my brother’s family. The entire pew filled with the Mugler crew,
front and center, singing those Christmas songs with vigor! Every year, I get a lump in my throat as we sing Silent
Night with our candles lit. Following worship, my family crowds into one vehicle, we deliver cookie plates for our
church and drive through the Utility Park to see the Christmas lights. We then head home to hot drinks, holiday
treats with the Carpenters Christmas album playing in the background and we open our gifts. The night ends with
the reading of the Christmas story from the Book of Luke and finally Twas the Night Before Christmas.
As I thought about these traditions it occurred to me that even though things will be different this year, (we will
likely not be together in person) it doesn’t change the meaning of Christmas or the love we share. We will attend
worship (whether in person or on line), we will sing our songs, we will deliver cookie plates, drive through the park,
have snacks, Christmas music and special readings….and…we will still share our gifts. All of this will be done
“together” through the miracle of technology. It will be wonderful and meaningful. Compared to many, our
changes are small. We will be together, just in a different way.
As we enter this time of Advent, I pray that we all embrace the true meaning of Christmas and find ways to celebrate
the birth of our Savior. Who knows, maybe some new traditions will be created this year.

Christmas Blessings to all,
Marabeth
P.S. I know that I will still get a lump in my throat! I just heard the song, “I’ll Be Home for Christmas, If Only in
my Dreams.” Just sayin’.

December 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

FLC– Family Life Center
1
FEL– Fellowship Hall ( basement)
9-11 a Mom2Mom
Cong. Care– Congregation Care Team
FFF– Faithfully Fit Forever - FLC
3:30p Adv.
UMW– United Methodist Woman
Home Spun– UMW cluster - FLC
C.O.O.L. W.H.I.P.– UMW cluster– RM 2
Adv. – Adventures 1st-3rd grades
Pwr Pk– Power Pack 4th-5th grades

Wed
2

Thu

Sat

4

5

9
10
6:45a Men’s Morning

11

12

6p Youth Group

meeting

5p UMW Executive
FEL

3

Fri

3:30p Power Pack

6p MS Youth Group

Youth Group– HS , MS and combined
6

7

8

2nd Sunday in Advent
Online service only

9:30a Home
Spun– Zoom

8:45 Service online
10:30 Worship online

13

14

3rd Sunday in Advent

15

19

23
24
6:45a Men’s Morning

25

26

6p HS Youth Group

21

22

Christmas Eve

8:45 The Way Service
9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Sanctuary Worship

8:45 The Way Service
9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Sanctuary Worship

18

5:30p COOL WHIP–
ZOOM meeting

4th Sunday in Advent

27

17

9-11 a Mom2Mom

8:45 The Way Service
9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Sanctuary Worship
Poinsettia order forms
due
20

16

4:30p The Way
7p Blue Christmas
service

28

29

7p Sanctuary

30

31

Youth Group packing
their shoeboxes for
Operation Christmas
Child.
Below are pictures from the Youth Christmas Tree.
The tree is located across from Java Junkies.
They have ribbons on the tree that people are invited to tie
a knot and say a prayer.

Halloween Howl 2020 in Clay Center
What an adventure we had, over 350 bags of candy and ran out before it was over. These are some of the
great kids that stopped by our United Methodist candy station. Everyone had a great time and got to see
some awesome costumes this year. Thank you to all that donated candy, money or time to this event.

William& Amelia
Weisenberger

Trent Knitter

Laura, Mia & Miles
Blackwood

Laura & Drew Hoffman
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Thank you to our
Enlightener sponsors

United
Bank & Trust
Main Bank– 5th & Lincoln Ave.
Motor Bank– 726 W. Crawford

SCRAMBLE SCHEDULE

FDIC Insured 632-3171

Has been cancelled until after the first of the year

WILDER AUTO BODY
Owner Kyle Wilder
138 Crawford 632-3484
Complete Auto Body Repair,
Insurance Claims, 24 Hour
Towing, Free Estimates

Wall’s True Value
Hardware - Television
Major Appliances - Lumber

Prayers to the family of Linda Seibold who passed away on
November 7, 2020. Tommy Seibold, Apryl, Steve, Addyson &
Rylan Gurney and extended family members.
Prayers to the family of Ron Wichman who passed away on
November 9, 2020. Wife Donna and extended family members.
Prayers to Herb & L’Jeane Mugler and extended family members
on the loss of his brother Rev. Paul Mugler on Nov.20, 2020.

632-2851
423 Lincoln

Clay Center

www.wallsscratchndent.com

Prayers to the family of Joan Wohler who passed away on October
25, 2020

