The Enlightener
November 2020
As I write this, we are two weeks away from the upcoming election date. This
election season seems to me to be filled with more emotions from everyone across the
country than I’ve ever experienced before. I know that here at Clay Center UMC, we have
people who support different candidates and who affiliate with different political parties.
This can create tension within our congregation, as we have so many different opinions and
beliefs about who should lead our community, our state, and our nation.
As your pastor, it is not my job to tell anyone who to vote for. (In fact, if I did, we could lose our
tax-exempt status!) As your pastor, it is my job to encourage you to get informed and to go vote, and it is
my job to help us all get along, even when we disagree on some things.
And so, I encourage you all to pray. Pray for God to guide you in all the voting decisions you make.
Pray for each candidate – the ones you prefer, and the ones you don’t. Pray for one another, as we all seek
to make our best choices when we vote. Pray for those who agree with you, and for those who disagree
with you. After all, we are all God’s children. And at the end of the day, when the election is over, we will
still be neighbors and I hope friends.
In light of that, if you would like to come pray before or after you vote, our sanctuary is open 9-4,
Monday through Thursday.
And always, when preparing to vote, and after, remember our founder, John Wesley’s Rules for
Voting:
“October 6, 1774
I met those of our society who had votes in the ensuing election, and advised them
1. To vote, without fee or reward, for the person they judged most worthy
2. To speak no evil of the person they voted against, and
3. To take care their spirits were not sharpened against those that voted on the other
side.”
― John Wesley, The Journal of John Wesley
Pastor Andrea

Our Vision
Worship, Witness, Serve

Our Mission
Worship God who loves us.
Share our faith by building relationships
Bring hope to the world we serve.

November Mission

EmberHope Youthville is meeting needs and changing lives by providing a wide
array of services for thousands of area at-risk children and teens. Their services
include foster care, adoption, residential programs, and counseling for both
individuals and families. They are an affiliate of the
Great Plains United Methodist Church.
Celebration Sunday, Nov. 22nd
Please return your stewardship pledge
and gift giving cards by Sun., Nov. 22.
Excelling in the Grace of Giving
“But since you excel in everything in
faith, in speech, in knowledge, in
complete earnestness and in the love we
have kindled in you– see that you also
excel in the grace of giving.”
2 Corinthians 8:7

When: Sunday, Nov 22, 2020
Time: 4:00 PM Central Time
Topic: Hutchinson-Salina Districts Joint
Church Conferences
If you want to watch from home
Register for this webinar:
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_Ciunk2ndTDuuu6N0UF8SXQ

From the SPRC (Staff/Pastor
Parish Relations Committee)
We, with approval from Church
Council and our District
Superintendent, have approved a
period of Renewal Leave for Pastor
Andrea from March 1 – May 31.
This time is intended for our pastor
to step away from the life of the
church for a period to rest and
renew in order to return to the
church healthier and spiritually and
physically refreshed. Our United
Methodist Book of Discipline allows
for a renewal leave time for pastors
up to once every six years. We have
applied for a grant from our Great
Plains Conference to help cover the
costs associated with finding pastoral
coverage while the pastor is away.
Pastor Andrea will find pastoral
coverage for our church for the time
she is gone, likely a retired clergy
person, or a group of them that will
fill in for pastoral emergencies and
Sunday morning worship until she
returns in June. Fortunately, we also
have robust leadership here at
CCUMC that can step up and help
lead our congregation in the pastor’s
absence.
Our Blessing Box
Ministry located by
the Family Life
Center on Clarke
street.

Financial Report from
Finance Committee:
General Budget
September
Tithes & Offerings:
$10,075.21
Expenses: $26,481.37
Year To Date
Jan. 1– Sept.30
Tithes & Offerings:
$170,004.58

Expenses: $206,970.80

50 +
Delmar & Lorene
Peterson (73 years)
Happy Birthday
85 years and UP
Mary Alexander 11/03

Morning Class
Tuesdays & Thursdays
9 a.m.—10 a.m.
Evening Class
Tuesdays & Thursdays
5:30 p.m.— 6:30 p.m.

Schedule for
Nov. & Dec.
1st Wednesday–
Middle School
youth group
2nd Wednesday–
combined groups
3rd Wednesday–
High School youth
group.
High School and Middle School
Youth groups get together at
the Hoffman’s to enjoy some
fall festival activities.

Pastor Andrea Beyer, Jenna Fickes,
Janae Crimmins, Weston Hammond,
Jonah Ferguson, Jace Weller,
Raegann McDonald, Brett Hoffman,
Jackson Beems, Walker Henry, Reese
Gisselbeck, Andy Coffman

Congratulations !!

Thank You
For their 48 hours of 4-H
Community Project, members of the
Lincoln Creek 4-H club chose to
bring food to fill our Blessing Box.
Pictured: Austin Burr
Hanging of the Greens
Sunday, November 22nd
at 3pm
Please come and help us
decorate the church.

To our newest church members
Preston, Morgan & Callen Cannizzo

Thank you all for the wonderful words of appreciation and thanks, and for the generous gifts during Pastor
Appreciation Month! I am so appreciative of all of you!
- Pastor Andrea
Thank you for letting the Lincoln Elementary staff use the Family Life Center for our meeting. We greatly
appreciate your thoughtfulness!
-Thank you, Lincoln School
Thank you doesn’t seem like near enough for the beautiful prayer quilt and hosting my benefit supper. I
got several compliments on the quilt while in the hospital. After 11 weeks in the hospital and lots of set
backs I’m finally at my oldest son’s in Omaha. We will find out on Oct. 20th, if I can put weight on my
leg. Thanks for all the prayers, thoughts, calls, & texts… Makes a girl humble… knowing her home town
is amazing.
-God Bless, Love Teresa Yarrow

Earn as many points as you can! Share photos at #GPGRATITUDE
Appetizers– 1 Point - write down 3 things you are grateful for.
Sides– 2 Points– Send a Thank You letter to someone you’re grateful for.
Entrees– 5 Points– Volunteer your time to a local organization that does good.
Dessert– 2 Points– Make a homemade Christmas gift for a loved one
Start a new tradition and have fun!

I have been leading a study the past few weeks by Ann Voskamp entitled One Thousand Gifts. The Bible
tells us in 1 Thessalonians 5:18, “In all things give thanks for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” Does it
really mean ALL things? How can that be?
The challenge set forth in this book is to journal and write down 1,000 blessings or things for which you are
thankful. That may not seem like that big of a deal until you are literally staring at 1,000 lines on seven
sheets of paper. That is a lot! It really forces you to be detailed in your thoughts, think beyond the obvious,
and be aware of your surroundings. What are you thankful for and why does it matter?
A simple example might be - I am thankful for the parking lines in the street because without them, parking
would be a mess. This leads me to be thankful for those that paint the lines, those that clean the streets, those
that shop locally, those that own businesses, etc. Do you see how that snowballs? Immediately, I find myself
driving through downtown with a grateful heart and remembering to give thanks. Positive prayer changes
everything!
Studies show that for those in the habit of keeping a “Gratitude Journal”, the following is true: there is an
absence of stress, you will progress in your personal goals, you will have higher levels of energy, you will feel
closer in your relationships, and you will increase your happiness by 25%. Wow!! I want all of that! This
encourages me to continue with my journaling long after my 1,000th entry.
May we all grow in our desire to give thanks in all things and live a life of Eucharisteo – Joy, Grace &
Thanksgiving.
Have a blessed Thanksgiving,
Marabeth Conner

November
Sun
1

Mon
2

8:45 The Way Service
9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Sanctuary Worship

All Saints Day

8

9

8:45 The Way Service
9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Sanctuary Worship

15

Tue

16

Thu

3

4

5

9-11a Mom2Mom

10a WBS

9a & 5:30p FFF

9a & 5:30p FFF

5:30p Scramble

3:30p Power Pack

3:30p Adv

6p MS Youth

6:45p Trustees

6p WBS

10

Fri

Sat

6

7

13

14

3:30p Adv

11
12
6:45a Men’s Morning
9a & 5:30p FFF
5:30p Scramble
3:30p Power Pack
6p HS & MS Youth

17

18

20

21

27

28

9a & 5:30p FFF

8:45 The Way Service
9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Sanctuary Worship

Wed

9-11a Mom2Mom
9a & 5:30p FFF
3:30p Adv

5:30p Scramble

19
9a & 5:30p FFF
3:30p Power Pack

9:30a
Home Spun

5:30p COOL WHIP
6p HS Youth

22
23
8:45 The Way Service
9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Sanctuary Worship
3p Hanging of the Greens
4p Watch Party

24
9a & 5:30p FFF

25
26
6:45a Men’s Morning
Office Closed

Church Conference FLC
Celebration Sunday
29
1st Sunday of Advent
8:45 The Way Service
9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Sanctuary Worship

30

FLC– Family Life Center
FEL– Fellowship Hall ( basement)
Cong. Care– Congregation Care Team
FFF– Faithfully Fit Forever - FLC
UMW– United Methodist Woman
Home Spun– UMW cluster - FLC
C.O.O.L. W.H.I.P.– UMW cluster– RM 2
WBS– Women’s Bible Study– Parlor
Adv. – Adventures 1st-3rd grades

Office
Closed
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Thank you to our
Enlightener sponsors

United
Bank & Trust
Main Bank– 5th & Lincoln Ave.
Motor Bank– 726 W. Crawford

FDIC Insured 632-3171

SCRAMBLE SCHEDULE
Wednesday Evening Meal, free-will offering (5:30 pm - 6:30 pm)
November 4 Clay Co. Council on Ministries - Soup Supper
November 11 American Legion Post #101- Soup Supper
November 18 Relay for Life - Soup Supper
November 25 No Scramble

WILDER AUTO BODY
Owner Kyle Wilder
138 Crawford 632-3484
Complete Auto Body Repair,
Insurance Claims, 24 Hour
Towing, Free Estimates

Wall’s True Value
Hardware - Television
Major Appliances - Lumber

632-2851
423 Lincoln

Clay Center

www.wallsscratchndent.com

We extend our deep heartfelt sympathy and prayers to Rowan
Rusert on the death of her grandmother.

IN OUR PRAYERS: Raymond Bull, Elizabeth Carlson, Marla Forsyth,
Jillian Browne, Dewey Adams, Jamie Klein, Phoenix Wildermuth, Larry
Morgan, Libby Mellies, and for those whose names are unmentioned.
Serving in the Military: Brenden Kolsky, Drew Sumner, Cooper Coffman,
Zachary Bloom

