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Where have you seen God at work this week?
That is one of the fundamental questions that was asked in the very beginning of the Methodist
Movement at class meetings every week. Where have you seen God at work this week?
When we aren’t asked this question regularly, it can be easy to forget to look for God, or to be
oblivious to God’s working in the world. God is at work, right now. Every moment, every day. It is
our job as Christians and as United Methodists to look for and acknowledge this work. This is part of our spiritual
formation – work that takes place each and every day.

Some sightings of God I have seen recently, in no particular order:







In the joy I saw in the face of a young child, as we threw a water balloon at each other while at camp.
Seeing all the beautiful Surprise Lilies popping up all over town.
The speechlessness of a man upon hearing his prayers he thought would go unfulfilled were answered.
The relief in the voice of a person after praying with them over the phone during their hospital stay.
Sharing prayers with a colleague after her husband’s surgery.
Watching folks drop everything, grab tools, and get soaked helping to save a neighbor’s property from
flood damage.

When we start looking for examples of God at work, it’s easy to see how much God does here and now. And when
we see God at work, we are able to feel more connection with God, and our relationship with God grows and
deepens. And when we grow closer to God, and when we see God at work, we become like the disciples, who said,
“for we cannot keep from speaking about what we have seen and heard.” (Acts 4:20) We too are called to share what
we’ve seen and what we’ve heard about God and about Jesus. And so I pray that you will see God at work this week,
and grow closer to God and Jesus in the process. I encourage you to share that good news with someone. That might
just be all they need to start their relationship with God too.
Pastor Andrea

Our Vision
Worship, Witness, Serve

Our Mission
Worship God who loves us.
Share our faith by building relationships.
Bring hope to the world we serve.

Have you ever wanted to know more about the United Methodist Church, or know more about what is
going on in our own Great Plains conference?
• Anyone can sign up for our weekly Conference email called the GP Connect and receive an email once
a week with news, updates, and links to register for classes at https://www.greatplainsumc.org/
gpconnect
• Our conference has several regular podcasts that cover all sorts of topics, and anyone can listen. Learn
more at https://www.greatplainsumc.org/podcasts
• You can also connect through social media or through our own conference app. Find out more about
how to connect at https://www.greatplainsumc.org/socialmediamobileapps
• These resources are all free, and are open to everyone – you don’t have to be a pastor or even a church
member to access any or all of these great resources!

September Mission
Numana
Based in El Dorado, KS, Numana, Inc. is an international hunger relief
organization. Numana events provides a hands on project in which almost any
age or skill level can participate. With the help of volunteers, they have packaged
more than 43 million meals that have served the hungry around the world.
Financial Report from
Finance Committee:

Our Blessing
Box
This ministry is a big
hit and we are serving
so many neighbors in need. Please
continue to stock it with your donations.
Thank you for contributing to this
ministry at CCUMC.

New Quarter starts– September 6th
We can’t wait to see you and hear all
about your summer adventures and
dive into new studies just for you.

Praying for our Garfield
Neighbors
We are again posting names of the
Garfield School Staff for you to Pray for.
In this uncertain time, praying for each
staff and their students is an important
activity we can do for our Garfield
Neighbors.
They can feel the caring and love from
their United Methodist Church
Neighbors.

WANTED:
Special music at each
Sunday service. If you
would like to provide
something on Sunday contact: the
church at 785-632-3106 or
churcoffice@claycenterumc.org.

Thank You
Garfield Neighbors Committee

General Budget
July
Tithes & Offerings:
$15,248.21
Expenses: $20,051.63
Year To Date
Jan. 1– June30
Tithes & Offerings:
$140,141.16

Expenses: $159,915.80

Will be returning soon.
Watch the bulletin for
the official start date.
Stay healthy and exercise
at home till we can be
together again. For more
information contact
Ruth Ann Johnson.
Happy Birthday
85 years and UP
Gary Beck

90th Birthday Party

9/08

Open House for

Lorene Peterson

Gary Beck
On Saturday, Sept. 12

UMW News
UMW cluster group Alla Sera is
postponed at this time indefinitely.

From: 2 pm –4 pm
Location: Fellowship Hall

9/11

Chippewa Day Camp came to Clay Center
We were happy to have 22 children & youth participate in our Camp
Chippewa Day Camp. They enjoyed crafts, STEM activities, worship,
water balloons, s’mores and special surprise of horse back riding. It was a
great day and many wanted to do it again the next day. Thank you goes
out to the Clay County Fair Board for letting us use the Fair
Grounds. It was a perfect
location.

Scramble news flash !!!!
The Scramble Ministry Team is excited to offer our Wednesday evening meals again to our church family and to
the Clay County community! This weekly event is called Scramble. We will serve each Wednesday, beginning
September 9th from 5:30-6:30 pm.
Due to COVID 19 we encourage all diners to wear a mask unless they are seated and to observe social distancing
while going through the serving line.
If you have a group that would like to serve a Scramble meal, please call the church office to select a date. There
will be special guidelines for groups who are cooking and serving food. We look forward to being together again
to enjoy good food, fun and fellowship on Wednesday evenings.
Dining Participants

All diners are encouraged to WEAR MASKS unless they are seated. Social distancing is also encouraged.
Limited Seating: Tables will be spread out with 4 chairs per table. (Additional chairs will be available if needed
for family groups of more than 4.)
General Guidelines
All food (including dessert) and beverage (water and coffee) items to be served for you. This includes all
condiments, salad dressings, etc.
We will Offer “To Go” meals for those who wish to dine at home.

Cooking with Love Ministry Team - Thank you so much for the wonderful chocolate chip cookies– there
isn’t anything better. It makes us feel good to know our church family is always near. We appreciate all of
your thoughtfulness.
Kenneth & Judy Stitt
Cooking with Love –Thank you for the delicious loaves of banana bread. They were so good. Don’t know
what I’d do without my church friends. Thanks again
JoAnn Bauer
Scholarship Committee and church family– Thank you very much for the scholarship money. It really
means a lot to me. Also, thank you for shaping me into who I am today.
Keaton James
Church Family-Thanks so much for all the prayers, thoughts, food, prayer quilt and much, much more
during my mom’s death and my recent surgery and recovery.
Ron Roth
Chat, Chew & Do– Thank you so much for the freezer meals you sent after Mae was born! Your
thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated! We’ve been getting in extra cuddles as a result! Thanks Again
Colby, Cory, Andi & Mae Urban
Thank you so much for the beautiful Prayer Quilt. It has brought so much peace and comfort to me in
this difficult time. Every card, call, text, thought and prayer was much appreciated. The power of Prayer
is amazing. I am currently in the rehab center and upon dismissal I will be staying with my son and his
family here in Omaha until I can return to my home in Grand Island. God Bless Teresa Ricketts Yarrow

What do you think of when you hear the words “the church”? When I am at home and talking about my job, I am
speaking of an actual physical location – the church building at 912 5th Street. And, when I say I am a member of the
church, I speak of the organization/denomination of the United Methodist Church. But what really is “the church”?

I have attended the Clay Center United Methodist Church for 50+ years. The church is a building. A beautiful facility of
which I am very proud. It catches the eye of those driving by from the outside. When someone enters our church for
the first time, they are in awe of the beautiful stained glass windows in the sanctuary and they are blown away by the
massive Family Life Center. The church as a building is amazing!
The church is also an organization as such, where we can gather together as United Methodists. We are able to
worship together, attend Sunday School, teach our children about Jesus, fellowship together over meals, and do
mission work for those in need. The church as an organization is amazing!
But most important, the church is a family! What a joy it is to be a part of this group of believers. Friends that reach
out when there is an illness, a death, or a celebration. Prayer warriors that are praying for each other, when we aren’t
even aware of it. Faithful members that watch and encourage our children as they grow. I have often wondered what
people do in times of need when they don’t have the church. Who is there for them? Who notices when they aren’t
around? Who prays for them? It is hard to imagine. I wish everyone could have a connection with the church family.
As we are aware, no family is perfect, but all families are important and worthy of love and dedication. The church as a
family is amazing!
Together, we are all about sharing the love of Christ with the world! I am so glad that I can say that I am a part of the
church!
Blessings for a bright September,
Marabeth
“And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as
some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another – and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”
Hebrews 10:24-25

Promotion Sundae
We had a successful Promotion Sunday on August 23rd. All children were promoted to their next Sunday
school class, 4th graders received new bibles, teachers were introduced, and upcoming events were
announced. This was followed by all enjoying sundaes in the Family Life Center.
Those receiving bibles from the Sunday School Superintendents— Mia Blackwood, Romeo Beougher,
Callen Burr, Raz Linn, Lara Hammond, and Neelly Taddiken (pictured below)

Power Pack
1st, 2nd & 3rd Graders
Tuesday 3:30—5:00 pm
Fall Schedule
Sept. 8,15,22,29
Oct. 6,13,20,27
Nov. 3,10,17
Dec. 1

4th & 5th Graders
Thursday 3:30 - 5:00 pm
Fall Schedule
Sept. 10,17,24
Oct. 1,8,15,22,29

Nov. 5,12,19
Dec. 3

If USD 379 is canceled for any reason,

YOUTH

We are excited to start back
with our middle and high
school youth groups. Under
the excellent leadership of
Kate Henry and Arica
Hayes. They are busy
planning so stay tuned.
New schedules are in the
works.

September 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

FLC-Family Life Center

Wed
2

Thu
3

Fri

Sat

4

5

11

12

9:30a

Open
House
for
Gary
Beck
2-4

FEL– Fellowship Hall (basement)
Cong. Care– Congregation Care Team
6:45p Trustees

FFF– Faithfully Fit Forever
UMW– United Methodist Women
Alla Sera– UMW cluster
6
8:45 The Way Service
9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Sanctuary Worship

7

8
Office

9
10
6:45a Men’s Morning
3:30p– 5pm

Closed

Power Pack

Home Spun

3:30p—5pm
Adventurers
5:30p Scramble

90th
B-day
FEL

13

14

8:45 The Way Service
9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Sanctuary Worship

15

16

17

3:30p—5pm

5:30p Scramble.

Adventurers

5:30p Cool Whip

22

23
24
6:45a Men’s Morning

18

19

25

26

3:30p– 5pm
Power Pack

Kids Bake Sale for
Numana
20
21
8:45 The Way Service
9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Sanctuary Worship

3:30p—5pm
Adventurers

5:30p Scramble
6:30p Finance

29

30

3:30p—5pm

5:30p Scramble

3:30p– 5pm
Power Pack

1:30p NUMANA -FLC

27
8:45 The Way Service
9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Sanctuary Worship

28

Adventurers

31
3:30p– 5pm
Power Pack
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Thank you to our
Enlightener sponsors

United
Bank & Trust
Main Bank– 5th & Lincoln Ave.
Motor Bank– 726 W. Crawford

FDIC Insured 632-3171

WILDER AUTO BODY
Owner Kyle Wilder
138 Crawford 632-3484
Complete Auto Body Repair,
Insurance Claims, 24 Hour
Towing, Free Estimates

Wall’s True Value
Hardware - Television
Major Appliances - Lumber

632-2851
423 Lincoln

Clay Center

www.wallsscratchndent.com

SCRAMBLE - starts back September 9th , 5:30 pm - 6:30 pm
It’s back!! The hands-on Mission Project NUMANA is set for
Sunday, September 20th. This worthwhile mission has been such
a huge success the past couple of years and we are so excited to
bring it back! Our goal is, once again, $5,000, which gives us the opportunity
to package 16,666 meals for the hungry. We have sign-up sheets for
volunteers. We will need 85-100 workers, ages four and up. Be looking for
various ways to make a monetary donation for this project.
Please mark your calendars for the afternoon of Sunday, September 20.
Help us make a difference in the world!
IN OUR PRAYERS: Marilyn Martin, Raymond Bull, Elizabeth Carlson,
Marla Forsyth, Kynlee Chaffee, Sheila McGrew, Marsha Argo, Jillian
Browne, Gary Beck, Dewey Adams, Coye Crane, Jamie Klein, Phoenix
Wildermuth, Ron Roth, Steve Appleton and for those whose names are
unmentioned.
Serving in the Military: Brenden Kolsky, Drew Sumner, Cooper Coffman,
Zachary Bloom

