The Enlightener
July 2020
As I woke up this morning, I learned that someone had spray painted hate speech around the
city of Clay Center. I am heartbroken and saddened to see this in our community. We as
United Methodists vow when we join the church and when we are baptized to “accept the
freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms
they present themselves.”
Friends, it us up to us to stand up against this evil, this injustice, and the oppression of people here in our
own community. In order for us to do this, we must learn about our own biases and understandings. This
is challenging but important work.
I invite everyone to join me in reading White Fragility by Robin DiAngelo and then join together to discuss
what we are learning and what we are feeling. I will start the first discussion groups on Thursday, July 9.
Contact me or the church office to sign up.
Today I am also encouraged by hearing many people sharing how upset they are at these hate filled
messages around our community, and by an outpouring of support from our local law enforcement and
community members. As I write this, the city has already cleaned up the messages on city property, and a
group is planning to meet this afternoon to help clean up the messages on private property. Out of bad,
good things can come. Let us be part of the good. Let us continue the conversation and let God’s love win.

Do no harm. Do good. Stay in love with God.
Pastor Andrea
Our Vision
Worship, Witness, Serve

Our Mission
Worship God who loves us.
Share our faith by building relationships.
Bring hope to the world we serve.

Did you know?
If you or a loved one is in the hospital for any reason, due to HIPPA privacy laws, we at the church
(Pastor, Staff, or Congregational Care Team) are not contacted by the hospital to let us know you are
there. If you would like a visit while you are in the hospital, please contact the church or the pastor to let
us know directly yourself, through a family member or friend, or ask the hospital staff to contact us on
your behalf.
We are always happy to stop by and visit as contagion rules allow, or make a call to pray with you or your
loved one over the phone – if we know about the need.
Additionally, we value your privacy! We will not announce or share any details about you, your hospital
stay, diagnosis, or condition without your direct consent. We are happy to share prayer requests with just
the pastoral staff, with the prayer team, or with the whole congregation at your discretion.
Pastor Andrea, Visiting Assistant Herb Mugler, and the Congregational Care team here at CCUMC

July Mission
Garfield Neighbors
All monetary donations help with emergency clothing needs, special rewards
(parties, treats, etc.), temporary meal money, supplies for unplanned emergencies
or events, or birthday treats for those that can’t afford them. The Staff at
Garfield determines how the money is used.
Financial Report from
Finance Committee:

No children Sunday School for the
remainder of the summer.
We will begin meeting on August
23rd for promotion Sunday.
Mark your calendars!
Thank you to our Sunday School
Superintendents for the upcoming
year: Julie Browne, Ashley Linn,
and Katie Knitter.

General Budget
May
Tithes & Offerings:
$32,320.00
Expenses: $19,741.87
Year To Date
Jan. 1– April 30
Tithes & Offerings:
$112,505.74

Expenses: $115,422.31

Spiritual Practice
Favorite hints for encouraging a
regular spirituality in nature
practice.
 Remember it’s a “get–to”
 Recall what draws you
 Keep it simple
 Stay close to home
 Consider obstacles
 Develop a rhythm
 Be open and awake

Not ready? Worship online!
If any of us don’t feel ready to
return in person quite yet, that’s
okay. We can continue to support
our church by worshiping online
until we’re ready.
As we return, whether now or
later, let us do it well. Stay healthy,
and in the words of John Wesley,
let’s continue “ to watch over one
another in love,” whether together
or from a safe social distance.

50 +

Richard & Judy Lloyd
07/02
Steve & Pat Deutscher
07/08
Bill & Grace Oetinger
07/11
Mark & Judy Johnston
07/11
Gary & Nola Unruh
07/14
Gary & Janet Habluetzel
07/20
Duane & Bonnie Slingsby
07/28
Bill & Judy Crymble
07/31

Happy Birthday
85 years and UP
Meta Wendelken
07/25

Cole Rice

Cooper Coffman

Cooper Glavan

Dawson Humphrey

Keaton James

Logan McDonald

Jake Ferguson

Jayden Crimmins

The 2020 class of seniors were each presented a Wesley Study Bible as a gift from the church with designated funds from the
Memorial Committee.

As you are aware, the church is in the process of updating the video equipment in the Family Life Center.
We are making slow progress in this endeavor. It is the feeling of the technology committee that we work
on a cash in hand method of purchasing the new equipment needed. To date we have been able to update
the projectors for the screens, put two televisions on the stage, and update some of the equipment needed
to broadcast live on Facebook. The last bit we need to purchase are the cameras to improve picture quality.
The current cameras are ones that were used in the sanctuary and they are over twenty (20) years old. If
you would like to see the difference between the quality of
picture between the sanctuary and FLC, please go to the
church’s Facebook page and compare the picture quality of
FLC service and the sanctuary service for either the 14th or 21st
of June. You should see the service in the FLC is less clear and
less focused than in the sanctuary. To the right is a picture of
new equipment in the production both that you seldom have
the opportunity to see.
We realize money is tight due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
however, if you could see your way clear to help put us over
the finish line on this project it will be greatly appreciated. We
are also sure the people that are home bound, in an assisted
living situation, traveling, or keeping in touch with their church family through watching our Sunday
service will enjoy being able to see their church family in focus.

We thank you for your help with this project. - CCUMC Tech Team

The Adams Family Scholarship committee received a thank you letter. “I cannot express how thankful I am
for the investment you have granted me. It will help me gain the proper knowledge to carry on the family
business in an educated and ethical way.”
Cooper Glavan
The UM Garfield Neighbors received a thank you. “Thank you so much for the Sonic gift card & Java Junkies
gift certificate. They came in handy during the last 9 weeks of school. You all are always so good to our staff.
We greatly appreciate all of your yummy goodies and encouraging messages. Thank you for all of your support over the years. “
Jennifer Pfizenmaier 4th grade teacher

As I am staring at the computer screen preparing to write my monthly newsletter article, my mind is
swirling. I cannot seem to focus on one idea. I have an array of thoughts and my heart is full of a mixed
bag of emotions right now. So instead of writing a couple paragraphs, I am choosing to jot down a few,
very random thoughts. In no particular order of importance, here are some simple things that I believe to
be true.
I love Jesus and He loves me even more than I can imagine.
My sins are forgiven because Jesus died on the cross for me.
Our country is in a world of hurt so I need to do my part to make it a better place for my children, my
future grandchildren and the generations to come.
It is good for my soul to be back with my church family for in-person worship.
I believe in the power of prayer and I believe in miracles.
Most people enjoy getting a compliment.
It is important to work hard and to go above and beyond what is asked of you.
You can smile with your eyes – even when wearing a mask.
Cancer is horrible.
Modern medicine is amazing.
A positive attitude can make a world of difference.
It is more important to listen than to talk.
Nothing is better than family.
We are called to Love – Just love.
The list could go on and on, but these are a few of my thoughts. My prayer is for you to have a blessed
July as you share the love of Jesus with others.
Marabeth
“Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is
lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.” Philippians 4:8
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Thu
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3

Sat
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OFFICE
CLOSED

6:30p Finance Co.
Fellowship Hall

5

6

7

8
9
6:45a Men’s Morning
FLC
Book Study

8:45 The Way Service
10:30 Sanctuary Worship

10

11

17

18

White Fragility

6:45p Trustees

7p Church Council
FLC

Parlor
12

13

14

15

16

8:45 The Way Service
Book Study

10:30 Sanctuary Worship

White Fragility
Clay Co. Fair______ _____________________

19
8:45 The Way Service

20

21

10:30 Sanctuary Worship

Clay Co. Fair______

22
23
6:45a Men’s Morning
FLC
Book Study

_____________ _______

24

White Fragility
Clay Co. Fair——————

26

27

28

29

30

8:45 The Way Service
10:30 Sanctuary Worship

Book Study
White Fragility

31

25
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Thank you to our
Enlightener sponsors

United
Bank & Trust
Main Bank– 5th & Lincoln Ave.
Motor Bank– 726 W. Crawford

FDIC Insured 632-3171

WILDER AUTO BODY
Owner Kyle Wilder
138 Crawford 632-3484
Complete Auto Body Repair,
Insurance Claims, 24 Hour
Towing, Free Estimates

Wall’s True Value
Hardware - Television
Major Appliances - Lumber

632-2851
423 Lincoln

Clay Center

www.wallsscratchndent.com

SCRAMBLE - is cancelled until further notice
We greatly appreciate all the many volunteers that silently
and secretly go about helping our church. We could not do
it without you and are so glad we have such a great church
family. Thank You!!!
Our Deepest sympathy :
Goes out to family and friends of our member Luella Martin,
including her sisters-in-law JoAnn Bauer & Marilyn Martin.
IN OUR PRAYERS: Marilyn Martin, Raymond Bull, Elizabeth Carlson,
Marla Forsyth, Jace Raines, Sheila McGrew, Marsha Argo, Jillian Browne,
Gary Beck, Dewey Adams, Coye Crane, Jamie Klein, and for those whose
names are unmentioned.
Serving in the Military: Brenden Kolsky, Drew Sumner, & Cooper Coffman

