
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Enlightener   
 January 2020 

 

άWhere there is no vision, the people perishŲŭ Proverbs 29:18 (KJV) 

As we kick off a new decade this month, we as a church are kicking off our 2020 vision ŧ  

Worship * Witness * Serve 

Worship God who loves us:  

Share our faith by building relationships;  

Bring hope to the world we serve 

Through months of hard work with our Readiness 360 team alongside coaches from the 

conference, we are looking ahead into the future with clarity and focus. Our goal is to bring all ministry 

teams together as we evaluate what it is we are currently doing, and decide together what we want to do 

going forward. With clarity from our mission and vision, we will all move in the same direction together, 

working to worship God who loves us, share our faith by building relationships, and bringing hope to the 

world we serve.  

Our worship this month will focus on each of these areas, and we will highlight different ministry areas each 

week this year and how they line up with our vision. We will have a workshop on Sunday, January 19 to 

help us all see where each ministry team lines up with our vision, and work on naming goals for each team so 

that we can continue to honor God in all that we do. With renewed vision and consistent direction, we will 

be able to continue to be blessed and shape lives for Christ for many decades to come!  

ŬIf people canŪt see what God is doing, they stumble all over themselves; but when they attend to what he reveals, 

they are most blessed.ŭ Proverbs 29:18 (MSG)  

Pastor Andrea 

2020 Vision Leaders Workshop 

 

     

We Need You!  
 

 

     As we clarify our vision and purpose for the next decade, it's time to gather our ministry leaders for an  

afternoon of learning and fun! 

     Retired pastor and former District Superintendent Rev. Linda Louderback will be leading our workshop.  

She will guide us in creating goals for each of our ministry areas which will launch us into the next decade 

with 20/20 clarity.  

     The goals created that day will guide Clay Center UMC as our church continues to thrive and grow well 

beyond the next decade. 

     We'd like at least one person per ministry team to attend.  The more the merrier! 

 

RSVP by January 12 to the Church Office - 632-3106, or churchoffice@claycenterumc.org 

Childcare available upon request. 

mailto:churchoffice@claycenterumc.org
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Financial Report from 
Finance Committee:  
General Budget  
November 

Tithes & Offerings: 
$25,612.95 

Expenses: $21,199.51 
Year To Date 

January 1 -  November 30 

Tithes & Offerings: 

$240,610.49 

Expenses: $263,004.70 

January Mission  

Happy Birthday 85 and Up 

 

 

 

 

 

01/06 Stanley Pfizenmaier 

01/18 Bonnie Slingsby 

01/14 Thomas Skinner 

01/15 Marjorie Sanneman  

01/22 Dale Cramer 

01/23 Mary Ann Bergmeier 

01/31 Jack Reboul 

 

 

Starts back 01/07/2020 

Morning Class 

Tuesday & Thursdays  

9 a.m.Ũ10 a.m. 

Evening Class 

Tuesday & Thursdays  

5:30 p.m.Ũ 6:30 p.m. 

Happy Anniversary 

50 years+ 
Scott & Mary Taddiken 

Gary & Clione Case 

The CWS Blanket Program is one of the many ways Church 

World Service shares in a hope-filled tomorrow. Your support 

truly makes a difference in the lives of children and families all 

over the world. The Blankets will go to children and families in 

need. Either fleeing their homes or recovering from a natural 

disaster and more.  

Church office will be 

closed on 01/01/2020 

 

Welcome our 

newest member 

Ace Wallace 

 on 12/08/2019 

Parents are  Kyler 

& Ashlee Wallace 

Grandparents are 

Benny & Deb 

Wallace 

The CCUMC is happy to 

announce the hiring of Gail 

Edmiston as the church 

secretary.  

Gail is a graduate of 

Washburn University with a degree in 

social work.  She recently got married in  

November to Rob Edmiston and has made 

Clay Center her home. Gail is a native  

Kansas girl, living most of her adult life in 

Atchison, Kansas 

We are excited to add Gail to our church 

staff! 

What is hospitality? 

Hospitality is more than being a good 

host.  The spirit of hospitality comes 

from love, relationships and 

adaptability, all of which extend 

outside of the church walls through 

intentional ministry with those who 

need GodŪs love.  Read all about it on 

the new UMC.org website. 

ENLIGHTENER  

Since we have started sending the 

Enlightener electronically, if you 

would like to stop receiving the 

paper copy, please let the church 

office know.  

Please call: 785-632-3106 or email: 

churchoffice@claycenterumc.org  

  IN OUR PRAYERS:  

Marilyn Martin, Raymond Bull, Elizabeth Carlson, Marla Forsyth, Jace Raines, Evan Booth,  

Eileen Regier, Coye Crane, Mike McMahan and for those whose names are unmentioned.  

Studying Abroad: Jaden Wilcoxson 

Serving in the Military :  Brenden Kolsky 



We have about $17,000 on hand from fundraisers. This is about half of the 

anticipated need for next years students. Over the years we have funded 

nearly 500 students to a church camp of their choice and we have no 

doubt that the numbers will continue to grown. The committee members 

are the lucky ones for we get to see and hear the results of the effort.  We 

love you, and so does your Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ !!!  

Community Church Camp Committee, P.O. Box 118, Clay Center, Ks. 

67432 

January Sermon Series 

 

 

    

             

ŬWhere thereŪs no vision, the people perishŲŭ (KJV) 

ŬWhen thereŪs no vision, the people get out of control, but 

whoever obeys instruction is happy. (CEB) 

       Proverbs 29:18  

 

January 5  Kick off, New YearŪs celebration! 

      Matthew 7:24-27 

January 12  Worship  

         Romans 12:1, Psalm 100:2, John 4:21-24 

January 19  Witness 

         Matthew 5:14-16, Romans 12:14-18 

January 26  Serve 

        Joshua 24:24, Romans 12:3-8, 1 Peter 4:8-11 

 

The Christmas Story 

A special Thank You to everyone that took part and helped to organize the ChildrenŪs Christmas Program this 

year.  It didnŪt happen on itŪs original date due to weather issues, but it was a hit.  The organizers of the program 

were our Sunday School Superintendents Robin Sherbert, Julie Browne, and Ashley Linn.  They were assisted by 

each of the Sunday School Teachers and Youth Leaders.  We appreciate the congregation being flexible and 

coming to support the kids as they shared their very own Christmas Story. 

The Cookie Plate 

ministry led by Darcy 

Blackwood had many 

helpers this last year.  

Over 100 dozen 

cookies were baked, 

assembled, packaged 

and delivered  in 

December 2019. This 

ministry team includes 

Homespun, C.O.O.L 

Whip and the Chat 

Chew and Do groups.   

UMC Church Office 

Hours  

Effective 01/02/2020  
Monday 9am ä4pm  
Tuesday 9am ã4pm  

Wednesday 9am ä5:30pm  
Thursday 9am ä4pm  

 Friday 9am -12pm  

Silver Santa  

Each year the Chat, Chew & Do group adopts  

elderly members of the community at Christmas 

time.  Since these persons do not have any family, 

gifts are purchased, wrapped and delivered, making 

sure that each individual has a nice gift to open for 

Christmas.  It is a tradition that this womenŪs 

group wants to continue as it brings joy not only 

to those that receive, but to those that give.  

 

Journey to Bethlehem 

A huge Thank You to the Special 

Events Ministry Team for the Journey 

to Bethlehem Christmas dinner that was 

served to the church family.  Along with 

a delicious meal and dessert bar, there 

were many beautiful nativity scenes on 

display at each table.  It was a delightful 

evening and a great way to celebrate the 

Season! 

Walleta BergstenŪs  

daycare kids helped  

deliver 



SCRAMBLE  
(Our weekly Wednesday evening meal, 5:30-6:30 p.m.) 

January 1 - No Scramble 

January 8ï FFA Alumni 

Sloppy Joe, baked beans,  hash browns & desserts 

January 15 - Christian Motorcycle Association 

Ham & Beans and Cornbread 

January 22 - CUBSCOUTS 

Breakfast 

January 29 - Pawnee Mental Healthï Childrenôs 

Camp 

Spaghetti Dinner 

WILDER AUTO BODY  
Owner Kyle Wilder   

138 Crawford 632-3484   

Complete Auto Body Repair, 

Insurance Claims, 24 Hour  

Towing, Free Estimates 
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Wallõs True Value  

Hardware - Television  

Major Appliances - Lumber  

632 -2851  

423 Lincoln           Clay Center  
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The Enlightener  
Clay Center United Methodist Church  -  Pastor Andrea Beyer 
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January 2020  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
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1   Church office       

closed  

 

2 3 4 

5 

8:45 - The Way Service  

9:30 - Sunday School    

10:30 - Sanctuary  

         Worship  

6 7 

 

9a & 5:30p FFF  

9:15p Cong Care  

6:45p Trustees  

 

 

8 

6:45a Menõs Morning 

4:30p Alla Sara  

5:30p Scramble  

6p Finance Comm.  

6p Memorial Comm.  

6:15p Youth  

6:30p Choir  

7p Church Council  

9 

9a & 5:30p FFF  

10  

9:30a Home       

Spun  

11  

12  

8:45 - The Way Service  

9:30 - Sunday School    

10:30 - Sanctuary  

         Worship  

13  14  

9a & 5:30p FFF  

9a ð11a Mom 2  

Mom  

 

15  

4:30p Praise Team  

5:30p Scramble.  

5:30p C.O.O.L. Whip  

6:15p Youth  

6:30p Choir  

7:15p Praise  

16  

9a & 5:30p FFF  

 

17  18  

19  

8:45 - The Way Service  

9:30 - Sunday School    

10:30 - Sanctuary  

         Worship  

11:30am - 4:30pm  

Vision  2020 Workshop  

20  21  

9a & 5:30p FFF  

 

22  

6:45a Menõs Morning 

5:30p Scramble  

6:15p Youth  

6:30p Choir  

7:15p Praise  

23  

9a & 5:30p FFF  

 

24  25  

26  

8:45 - The Way Service  

9:30 - Sunday School    

10:30 - Sanctuary  

         Worship  

Youth Minute to Win it  

               TBD 

27  28  

9a & 5:30p FFF  

9añ11a Mom 2  

Mom  

 

29  

5p UMW Executive  

5:30p Scramble  

6:30p Choir  

7:15p Praise  

30  

9a & 5:30p FFF  

 

31   

https://www.gsp-rescue.org/7-new-years-resolutions-you-can-make-to-help-the-rescue/happy-new-year/


THANK YOU NOTES: 
          

TŪwas the night before Christmas. And all the bellies were full.  Thanks for making 2019 unbeliva-BOWL!  

Joining you in 2019 was so nice, Thank you for filing empty bowls with beans and rice.  Merry Christmas  

Numana Family  

 

Merry Christmas from the Lighthouse for Christ! 

The Lighthouse for Christ had a wonderful year!  We wanted to say a huge thank you for 

your support throughout the year.  Your generous giving has allowed the Lighthouse for 

Christ to bless and assist approximately 250 families!  This has been in the form of food, 

clothing, household items, and monetary assistance with rent, medical, and utilities.  We hope our help is a 

stepping stone to each individual.  May we all continue in His service and reach out to others in Love. 

Thank you for your outpouring of generosity!  We were able to collect enough to fully pay 

for the young womanõs dentures.  Thank you to the many who donated to this cause! 

 

Christmas Greetings 

The church family received numerous Christmas cards from former pastors and members.  They are      

displayed on the bulletin board in the front hallway.   Please stop by and take a look. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many will say that giving a gift is often more exciting that getting a gift.  There really is nothing quite like 

the anticipation of watching a loved one open that Ŭperfectŭ gift ŧ the one that you put so much thought 

and love into finding.  I sometimes even get a nervous feeling in my stomach as those gifts are being 

opened.  I love seeing the look on the faces and hearing the sounds of joy!!   

 

What was your favorite gift you received over Christmas?  Was it that beautiful blouse you have been  

longing for?  Or maybe it was a power tool or piece of jewelry.  Some might say receiving a cookie plate, 

having carolers show up at their front door, or having family home for the Holiday.  It is so fun to receive 

a special gift. 

 

This year, I have to say that my favorite gifts came from those that didnŪt even know they were showering 

me. They came in the form of heartfelt questions of concern, hugs, and prayers.  As many of you may 

know, our daughter has struggled with health issues for the past several years.  She is having surgery this 

first week of January with hopes that this will bring a manageable solution.  Even though, often during the 

times of questions and concerns from loved ones, I showed more emotion than I wanted to, it reminded me 

once again that we cry because we love.  I appreciate all of you, my church family.  As a parent, I feel that 

nothing is more wonderful than when someone else loves your child.   

 

So, from the bottom of my heart, I thank you all for the most wonderful gift ŧ the gift of prayers, hugs, 

and the ultimate gift of also loving my children.  I will continue to do my best to repay you in the very 

same way.  May God Bless You! 

 

With my love, prayers and deepest thanks, 

Marabeth 

 



Readiness 360 Process  

by Mike Sherbert Church Council Chair  

 

      Are you concerned about the unity of our church? Does our church have enough presence in 

the community? Would you like to increase your faith through reading of scripture and religious 

study? Are we providing a welcoming atmosphere for those who are looking for a church 

home? How can we create an environment to involve more youth and young families in our 

church? All of these issues were brought forth in the Readiness 360 survey our church took 

this spring. There were several areas of concern brought forth by you, the congregation of the 

Clay Center United Methodist Church. 

      A growing concern for the last few years has been the overall well being of our church. It was 

decided we needed to call on someone outside the church to help us. The Great Plains 

Conference recently initiated the Readiness 360 project for just this purpose. Then six 

volunteers from the Church Council and the Pastor undertook the task of working with 

Conference to proceed with the project. 

     The survey was the first step in getting an overall view of the church. The Conference then 

tabulated the results and provided us with a coach to interpret those results. We began meeting 

on July 28th and have met every other week since then. Marshall Stanton, a retired pastor and 

former President of Kansas Wesleyan University was our coach. Our journey started with the survey 

results and ALL the comments written by you.  We sorted the results in areas of worship, witness and 

serve for our ministry team workshop to focus on.  We then looked at many of  the fundamentals of 

our church such as our mission and vision statement.  We found that our church as strong faith based 

on personal  

experiences with the living Christ. 

     We also found that many of our activities had relevance and were not done just because they have 

always been done.  When we took an overview of all the ministries our church does it became very 

apparent that we are blessed in many ways.  The activities we are doing are stepping stones for our 

future direction. 

     The next step is now for our church family to set our course for the future.  The 2020 Vision 

workshop will be the beginning step in all of us working together in determining that directions.  

The ministry teams and interested individuals will begin by looking at all of our present activities and 

deciding what to discard, what to keep, and what to change.  We are hopeful that new ideas and  

activities will come forth from this process.  If you have an idea, inspiration, or want to be part of 

this process now is your time to get involved.  The workshop will be January 19, 2020 at 11:30 in the 

Family Life Center.  Together we will witness, worship and serve. 

 

The Christmas Story 

A special Thank You to everyone that took part and help to organize the ChildrenŪs 



Christmas Program this year.  It didnŪt happen on 

Adventurers  
 

New spring schedule  
 

A special Bible time for 1st, 2nd and 3rd Graders 

They will meet MondayŪs from 3:30Ũ5:00 pm 

 

February 3,10,17 & 24 

March 2,9,23 & 30 

April 6,13,20 & 27 

May 4 & 11 

The church van picks up students at Lincoln school 

and brings them back to the church for their lesson. 

If you have any question call or text Payton Conner 

785-447-1439 

Power Pack  
New Spring Schedule  

After school program  

for 4th & 4th Grade 

 

Meeting on Wednesdays 3:30Ũ5pm 

February 5,12,19 & 26 

March 4,11 & 25 

April 1,8,15,22 & 29 

May 6 & 13 

They meet on the east lawn of Garfield and walk 

over together  

If any questions call or text Payton Conner  

785-447-1439 

 

Church Council Members 2020 

Pastor: Rev. Andrea Beyer 

Church Coordinator: Marabeth Conner 

Visitation Assistant : Herb Mugler 

Lay Leader: Paige Taddiken 

Lay Members to Annual Conference: Marcy Schooley 

Alternate : Paige Taddiken 

Chairperson to Trustees: Jerry Habluetzel & Ruth Johnson 

Chairperson to Committee on Finance: Brad Pyle 

Chairperson of SPRC: Brandi Griggs 

Chairperson of Memorial Committee: Neva Anderson 

Chairperson of Scholarship Committee: will elect in Jan. 

Representative of UMM: Dana Bergsten 

Boy Scout Charter Representative: Tom Nelson 

Representative of  UMW: Peggy Schulze 

Youth Representative: Zach Stitt 

Disaster Coordinator: Tom Nelson 

Communications Technology: Al Kirtley, Ian Beyer 

Rep. to Clay County Council on Ministries: Tom Nelson 

At -Large Members to Church Council: Tom Siebold (20) 

Karla Fickes (21), Katie Knitter (22) 

Church Council officers 2020 

Chairperson: Mike Sherbert 

Vice-chairperson: Marcy Schooley 

Recording Secretary: Jamie Bloom 

Treasurer: Maureen Pfizenmaier 

Financial Secretary: Jolie Kasper 

Membership Secretary: Kathy Wilder 

 

Still need ushers for the upcoming year at10:30 

am.  Please call the church office if you would 

like to sign up or add another month. 


