The Enlightener:
July 2019
I just got back from my annual worship planning retreat, and I am
excited! I am excited about all the things we have done together here in this past
year at CCUMC. I spent some time looking back at what we have done, and I
reflected on all of that as I prepared to plan for the next year. I am excited about
what we have in store for us this coming year, both in and outside of worship.
We are such a vibrant and active community, and for that I give thanks – even
when it keeps me busy!
I also am excited because I was able to step away for a few days, to rest,
refresh, and plan. This helps me to be a better pastor to all of you. When I get
time to be away, it helps give me perspective that is hard to see when I am in the middle of
everything alongside all of you. It takes that intentional stepping back and taking a fresh look to
see things that I would otherwise miss. I see things that are going very well, and give thanks. I also
see where we have gaps, and take note so we can take steps to fill those gaps together. Stepping
away and reflecting helps me to guide worship and our church as a whole towards what God is
calling us to do together, and to make faithful disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of
the world.
And after some rest and some reflection, I was able to plan out our worship series for the
next year together. Having these plans in place so far in advance really helps all the many
volunteer teams here collaborate and work together to provide excellent and cohesive worship
services as we strive to bring you and our community closer together and closer to Christ.
I hope that you will take some time to rest, refresh, and reflect on your life, both spiritual
and physical, and then create a game plan to help you get to where you want to be. It can be very
transformational!
See you in worship!
Pastor Andrea

Upcoming Sermons
July 7 - Got Water - Go Fishing
(One Fish, Two fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish)
July 14 - He Hit Me First!
(Butter Battle Book)
July 21 - Loving the Hard to Love
(How the Grinch Stole Christmas)
July 28 - We Are Family
(Sneetches)
August 4 - “Hold On”
(Horton Hatches the Egg)

July Mission

Garfield Neighbors

Our monetary donations help fund the following at Garfield Elementary.
• Birthday treats for those that can’t afford them.
• Emergency clothing needs
• Special rewards such as parties or treats
• Temporary meal money
• Supplies for unplanned emergencies or events.
The Staff at Garfield determines how the money is spent.

JOB OPPORTUNITY
The Staff/Parish Relations Committee is in search of two positions.

Financial Report from
Finance Committee:
General Budget
May
Tithes & Offerings:
$24,529.18
Expenses: $21,607.21
Year To Date
January 1 - May 31
Tithes & Offerings:
$101,282.09

Director of Youth Programs is a part-time position for someone that is
Expenses: $119,149.24
creative, organized and has a passion for teens and their spiritual growth.
Pianist for The Way Service includes accompanying the Praise Team, aiding Happy Birthday 85 and Up
in song selection, and meeting weekly for practice.
For more information, please contact Marabeth Conner at the church at 632-3106 or
churchcoor@claycenterumc.org.

Deep Heartfelt Sympathy and Prayers to:
Mark & Barbara Cunningham & Family on the death of his brother
Terry Cunningham
January 10, 1954 - June 5, 2019
The Family and Friends of
Sylvia Wohler
April 11, 1935 - June 16, 2019

Eileen Regier

7/11

Luella Martin

7/13

Phyllis Trautwein

7/20

Meta Wendelken

7/25

IN OUR PRAYERS: Marilyn Martin, Raymond Bull, Elizabeth Carlson, Kevin Knitter,
Duane Slingsby, Phyllis Trautwein, Suzi Carlson, Marla Forsyth and for those whose names are
unmentioned. Dear Lord, for you know & love them.
Serving in the Military: Brenden Kolsky, Valerie Rico

Tom & Linda Siebold

Brad & Sonia Cooper

Shiloh Noelle Siebold

Cooper Paisley Lamb

Parents:
Andy & Mallory Siebold

Parents:
Keith & Crystal Lamb

Thank You to everyone who participated
in the R360 survey! We had 112
participants take the survey. We have
received the report from the survey and
are now working on digesting that
information and what it means for
CCUMC. We will be working with
coach, Marshall Stanton, to help us with
understanding all the data we received
and to help us with our next steps and
with working to create a vision for our
future. We will begin working with him
this fall and will have more information
for everyone after we meet with him.
Thank you again for investing in our
future together!
Readiness 360 team

We are BLESSED with another successful year. All applicants for a scholarship are PAID FOR
and transportation has been arranged to their camp. We have NEVER turned down a scholarship
applicant IN 5 YEARS. AWESOME !!!!!!! Who would have imagined that when we started the
mission. THANK YOU! THANK YOU for your support. This summer's first campers are
back from camp and excited to go again. As a committee we begin our fund raising for next
summer's campers. We do ask your help to reach those who want to go to a church camp.
Scholarship application time is ALWAYS the first of April every year. Mark your calendar and
help us get those interested to apply. THANKS!
Community Church Camp Committee, P.O. Box 118, Clay Center, Ks. 67432

July 2019
Sun

Mon

8:45a The Way Service
9:30a Sunday School
10:30a Sanctuary Worship
6:30p Movie
Night

21

8

9
9:15a Cong. Care
10a Women’s
Bible Study
1-4p Hangout
6p Women’s
Bible Study

10
6:45a Men’s Morning
4:30p Praise Team
6:00p Memorial Meet.
6:30p Finance Meet.

15
2:00p
Prayer
Ministry

16
10a Women’s
Bible Study
1-4p Hangout
6p Women’s
Bible Study

17
4:30p Praise Team
6:30p Helping Hands
Meeting
7:30p Church Council

6:30p
Chat,
Chew &
Do - FEL

22

23
24
10a Women’s
6:45a Men’s Morning
Bible Study 4:30p Praise Team
1-4p Hangout
6p Women’s
Bible Study

29

30
1-4p Hangout

8:45a The Way Service
9:30a Sunday School
10:30a Sanctuary Worship
7:15p Summer Splash
Clay Center Aquatic Park

28
8:45a The Way Service
9:30a Sunday School
10:30a Sanctuary Worship

Thu
4

8:45a The Way Service
9:30a Sunday School
10:30a Sanctuary Worship
7:00p Gospel Sing - FLC

14

Wed

3
2
10a Women’s
Bible Study
1-4p Hangout
6p Women’s
Bible Study
6:45p Trustee

1

7

Tue

31
4:30p Praise Team

Fri

Sat

5

6

11

12

13

18

19
6:30p

20

OFFICE
CLOSED

*Enlightener
Deadline

25

26

27

FLC - Family Life Center
FEL - Fellowship Hall (basement)
Cong. Care - Congregational Care Team
Chat, Chew & Do - Women’s Group

Due to allergy issues, please avoid
wearing perfume or other scented
products into the church. Thank you!

THANK YOU!! Your help with the bus/van route for Bike Across Kansas was crucial to the success of the
event. We’ve heard numerous comments on the kindness of the drivers and how great it was to have that
service. You helped create the moments that show what this community is and the places that take our
breathe away, if only for a moment. What you create doesn’t have to be permanent to create a possibility!
Christie Hartner
Thank you so much for the Sonic gift card during finals week. I really appreciate the support you all have
given me throughout the last 4 years at K-State. Thanks again!
Eric Pfizenmaier
Dear friends at Clay Center UMC, I am writing to say a huge THANK YOU for your ongoing support of
K-State Wesley! Thank you for bringing us delicious Sunday night dinners (and firewood and fresh produce
from your gardens)! You go above and beyond and we appreciate you! Thank you for being such a blessing
to our college students!
K-State Wesley
Methodist Church - Vacation Bible School, Thank you so much for your generous donation of children’s
summer items! The kids and parents were thrilled to have the items. We set up a table and attached a “Jesus
Loves You” tag from the Methodist Church VBS! Families were able to take one item per child. What a
blessing! Thank you!
Abby Sprague, Director of The Lighthouse
Glen and Elizabeth Adams Scholarship Committee, Thank you very much for the scholarship that you
awarded me. I am planning on attending Fort Hays State University this fall and majoring in marketing.
This award will help me pay for my college tuition. I am very thankful for this award and hope to have a
great college experience.
Reed Knitter

United Methodist Church, Thank you for honoring me as a recipient of the Ernest Tolin/Methodist Men’s
Scholarship. Your financial assistance will help me greatly while continuing my education in hopes of
becoming a dental hygienist. Thank you again!
Caitlin Cramer
Common Ground would like to thank those that came out on a beautiful Saturday morning to serve and to
show Christ to the community. Thank you also for allowing us to use the Family Life Center for the
lunch. Together in Christ!
Bob Stratton
I would like to thank Sonic for donating milk and apple juice for VBS, that was so very generous. I would
also like to thank those who donated cookies, salty snacks, or frozen treats. The kids enjoyed them all!
Thank you very much!
Lisa Bauer
The Board of Trustees continue to work hard to
keep the church property clean, updated, and
running efficiently. Their most recent projects
were the laying of the concrete parking area
behind the Family Life Center and painting the
parking lines. This is a much appreciated
improvement to our facility. Thank you to our
Trustees!
A big thank you to Ruth and Alan Johnson’s
family who helped paint the parking lines.

Life is short. That is so cliché, but yet so true. I seem to have gone to my fair share of funerals lately and
it always seems that I leave feeling like the person was too young or had so much more to accomplish in
this life. But the fact is, that is not for me to decide. Death is hard and sometimes grief is harder.
As we experience loss, it doesn’t take long to discover that the grieving process is not reserved just for
death. We grieve the loss of many things. We can grieve a broken relationship, or the loss of a job. There
is grief in watching a loved one change from who they once were to someone almost unrecognizable, or
watching someone you love making poor choices. Grief is hard.
By definition, grief is “the conflicting feelings caused by the end of or change in a familiar pattern of
behavior.” We grieve because we are human and because we know our lives are changed forever – and that
is not always easy.
If (or when) you experience grief, it is important to remember that you are not alone. God understands
what it is to be disappointed, hurt, and sad to the core. He is there for you and he will not leave you. He
will listen to you even when you cannot seem to find words to speak. He understands. As it says in Psalm
34:18 “The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.”
May we all be tender hearted to those experiencing difficult situations and may we remember that there is
no timeframe for the season of grief.
God Bless,
Marabeth

Happy Belated June Anniversaries
50 years+

Happy July Anniversary 50 years+
7/2

52 years

51 years Steve & Pat Deutscher

7/8

52 years

Johnny & Jane Crawshaw 6/9

56 years Gary & Nola Unruh

7/14

58 years

Mark & Patti Woodruff 6/14

50 years Gary & Janet Habluetzel 7/20

57 years

George & Neva Jensen

6/24

55 years Duane & Bonnie Slingsby 7/28

70 years

Bill & Jane Zacharias

6/28

50 years Bill & Judy Crymble

54 years

Al & Carolyn Kirtley

6/7

Rich & Judy Lloyd

7/31

Eagle Communications
Tuesdays at 10 am
Wednesdays at 1 pm
Thursdays at 4 pm
Fridays at 10 pm
Sundays at 7 am

Eagle Communications made some adjustments
to when our services will air. Here is a list of
days and times our church services will be
televised.

It’s BACK!!! NUMANA - Serving the Hungry
Sunday, September 22
Because of the popular demand
from our congregation, it was an easy decision to host a
Numana Event again in 2019. Numana events provide a
hands on project in which almost any age or skill level
can participate. Our church has once again signed up to
raise $5,000 which will give us the opportunity to pack
and deliver 16,666 meals for the hungry. As like last year,
we will be looking for approximately 100 volunteers to
help out with this worthwhile project. For now, please
mark your calendars and look for the signup sheets and
ways to make donations beginning in August. This event
is sponsored by the Mission Ministry Team.

The kids had a ROAR’N good
time at Vacation Bible School!
Thank you to everyone that
helped make it possible!
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SCRAMBLE
Thank you to our
Enlightener sponsors

(Our weekly Wednesday evening meal)
Thanks to all of the church and community Scramble cooks who
blessed us with wonderful Wednesday evening meals.

WILDER AUTO BODY
Owner Kyle Wilder
138 Crawford 632-3484
Complete Auto Body Repair,
Insurance Claims, 24 Hour

Wall’s True Value
Hardware - Television
Major Appliances - Lumber

632-2851

And, thank you to all our Scramble diners who flocked to the
church in steady and often large numbers to be blessed by this
special time of food and fellowship!
REMEMBER…Scramble will not be offered during the month
of July! Our next Scramble date will be August 7th with the
Numana Kick-off!
In the meantime, have a safe and fun summer.
The Scramble Ministry Team

