The Enlightener:
May 2019
Spring is finally here! Even though for many days it seemed like it would
never come, and that we would be covered in ice, snow, and cold forever - spring
finally arrived with warmer temperatures, the sounds of birds singing, so many
colorful blooms, and green sprouting all around. I am reminded of the promise of
Easter every spring, as I see the world coming to life again after a season of
seeming quite dead. I see hope in each new blossom, in each bird song, in each
new leaf that sprouts. I pray that you find hope and faith this season too.

May also brings with it a season of being busy. There are so many things
going on in May – ball games, track meets, recitals, concerts, graduations,
Mother’s day, Memorial Day, the end of the school year, Confirmation, and even Vacation Bible
School! I look forward to sharing all these special events with all of you. We have a great line up
for worship this month, and I can’t wait to share it with you all.
Pastor Andrea

Upcoming Services
May 5 - Confirmation Sunday

Coming to Worship
“The Gospel According to Dr. Seuss”

May 12 - Graduation & Mother’s Day
May 19 - Care Portal Kick-Off Sunday
Starting in June
From May 1 through May 22 we will be conducting a survey through a conference sponsored
program called Readiness 360 to help us discover what our church’s strengths are, where our
weaknesses are, and what ideas you have for church leadership as we work to define our goals and
direction for the church over the next 10 years. We would love to hear your voice as part of this
process!
We will be sending out a link to the survey by email. We ask that each individual in your
household fill out the survey if at all possible, including youth! The survey results will be
completely anonymous.
We will also have computers available at the church for anyone who cannot access the survey
at home, and volunteers available for those who may need some help filling it out. You can come to
the church during office hours, or we will have computers and volunteers available Sunday
mornings and Wednesday evenings. Our goal is to have 100% participation in this survey! Thank
you for helping us achieve this goal.

May Mission
Vacation Bible School

Did you know, around 100 kids annually attend our
Vacation Bible School? This years VBS is on
May 28th to May 31st from
9:00 am to 11:45 am. You can register by going to
www.claycenterumc.org/vbs
There are many different ways to support the VBS program. You can
volunteer to help, bring snacks/drinks, monetary gifts, help with
transportation etc. If you are interested in helping,

Power Pack & Adventurers
Power Pack & Adventurers
have spent the past month
learning about different aspects
of the Easter season. From Ash
Wednesday, Palm Sunday, and through all of the events of Holy Week,
ending with the Resurrection of Christ. Their final session before Easter
ended with the fun of dying Easter Eggs and making an Easter craft.
Power Pack will meet on Tuesday May 7th & May 14th at 3:30 p.m.
May 14th will be the last day of Power Pack for this school year.

Financial Report from
Finance Committee:
General Budget
March
Tithes & Offerings:
$20,694.69
Expenses: $26,717.00
Year To Date
January 1 - March 31
Tithes & Offerings:
$52,967.95
Expenses: $75,682.64

Thursday, April 25 was
the last FFF class for this
spring! We will see you
Congratulations to:
Kyle and Crysi Wilder
on the birth of their daughter:

Aliza Irene Wilder

Adventures will meet on Tuesday May 2nd & May 9th at 3:30 p.m.
May 9th will be the last day for Adventurers for this school year.

Confirmation
A total of 10 students, along with their mentors, have been attending Confirmation Class each week since
February. These students will be participating in both worship services and will be sharing their faith
stories with the congregation. Please join us for Confirmation Sunday on May 5th as we welcome these
young people as full members of our church!

Confirmands & Mentors:
Faith Beyer - Marabeth Conner
Clara Beyer - Judy Crymble
Emory Glavan - Karla Fickes

Brody Hayes - Mike Argo
Jackson Henry - Matt Weller
Carter Long - Rick Chaffee

IN OUR PRAYERS: Marilyn Martin, Raymond Bull, Elizabeth Carlson, Carolyn Kirtley,
Kevin Knitter, Linda Blackwood, Sylvia Wohler, Travis Charbonneau, Duane Slingsby,
Phyllis Trautwein, Suzi Carlson, Sophia Glavan, and for those whose names are unmentioned.
Dear Lord, for you know & love them.
Serving in the Military: Brenden Kolsky, Valerie Rico

Health Ministry Team
The health ministry team is having a drive to collect
items to fill first aid kits for the church building. We
plan to have 4 kits located throughout the
church. Beginning on April 28th, there will be a
board on Sunday mornings and Wednesday scrambles
with the items needed to fill the kits. So we don't end
up with 50 boxes of band-aids, we have cards of
specific items needed. Take a card for the item you
would like to supply. There will also be envelopes if
you would prefer to donate money to be used for the
purchase of bags and needed supplies. We would like
all supplies delivered to the church by May 19th. This
will give us time to get the kits ready to go before
VBS! There are always bound to be some bumps and
scratches with kids. It would be great to be able to
find a band-aid and for it to be one that
actually sticks!

Vacation Bible School
Tuesday - Friday
May 28 - 31
9:00—11:45 a.m.
Ages: 4 years old through current 5th Grade
Register online at: www.claycenterumc.org/vbs

Happy Birthday 85 and Up

Dorothy Brown

5/16

Henry Thomas

5/25

Happy Anniversary 50 years+
Ray & Diane Lykins

5/25

51 yrs.

Care Portal

We are excited to announce the launch of a new ministry opportunity here in Clay County that we are blessed
to partner with!
CarePortal equips churches and ministries with a heart to help local children and families in crisis.
We have the ability to make a huge impact in the lives of children and families in need right here in our own
community. Through CarePortal, we will receive notification of needs that we can help with, vetted by social
workers. We, along with many other churches in the area, can choose to respond, or we can choose to work together
to help fulfill the requests. This allows us to make meaningful connections with our neighbors, meeting a need at just
the right time. Sometimes it can even develop into a lasting relationship and transform lives on both sides. Join us on
Sunday, May 19 as we kick off this new ministry with videos and stories about how it works, and how we can
transform lives as Jesus has called us to do.

Scholarship sign ups were completed Friday the 12th of April and we have 107 campers for this summer!! We
have students going to 21 different camps representing 10 different congregations in our community. The two largest
groups are attending the Covenant Cedars camps and the United Methodist Horizon camps. We have started paying
camp registration fees with the first camp starting May 25 and a registration deadline of April 18th.
It happened again. The Lord provides! Just trust in him. Last week's donations, and the proceeds from our free
will donation meal, brought in about $3,300 to the camp fund. Based on our "estimated need", we think we are within
reach of having all scholarships funded! We are still getting all 107 applicants registered at their camps and learning the
final costs. But, THANK YOU SUPPORTERS!!!!! We are not 100% funded yet but we are close. We have paid out
around $9200 to camps thus far and estimate $19,000+ more to pay. We are trying to take advantage of lower costs
thru early registrations. Then, we need to make sure everyone has transportation. However, we ARE going to grant
every applicant a scholarship again this year. PRAISE THE LORD! That's over 450 scholarships in our 5 year history
you have helped us provide. WOW!

May 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Power Pack - 4-5th Grade
Adventurers - 1-3rd Grade
Cong. Care - Congregational Care
Alla Sera - UMW Cluster
Home Spun - UMW Cluster
FEL - Fellowship Hall

5
Confirmation Sunday

6

8:45a The Way Service
9:30a Sunday School
10:30a Sanctuary Worship

Wed
4:30
4:30
5:30
6:00
6:30

Alla Sera
Praise Practice
Scramble
Confirmation
Choir Practice

Thu

Fri

2
3
12:00 National
Day of Prayer at
the Courthouse
Lawn
3:30 Adventurers

Sat
4

5-7 Survey Stations
OPEN

7
9:15 Cong. Care
3:30 Power Pack
6:45 Trustees

8
6:45
4:30
5:00
6:30

9
10
Men’s Morning 3:30 Adventurers 9:30 Home
Praise Practice
LAST CLASS
Spun
Scramble
Choir Practice

11

5-7 Survey Stations
OPEN

9:30-12 Survey Stations
OPEN

12
13
Graduation Sunday &
Mother’s Day!
8:45a The Way Service
9:30a Sunday School
10:30a Sanctuary Worship
6:00p Movie Night

14
15
9:00 Mom 2 Mom 4:30 Praise Practice
3:30 Power Pack 5:30 Scramble
LAST CLASS
5-7 Survey Stations
OPEN

16

17
6:30 Game
Night

18
8:00 am
Serve
Saturday

24

25

9:30-12 Survey Stations
OPEN
19
Care Portal Sunday
8:45a The Way Service
9:30a Sunday School
10:30a Sanctuary Worship

20
2:00
Prayer
Ministry

21

22
23
6:45 Men’s Morning
4:30 Praise Practice
5:30 Scramble
5-7 Survey Stations
OPEN

9:30-12 Survey Stations
OPEN

26

27
Church
9:30 am Praise in the Park Office
(Dexter Park)
Closed

28
9:00 - 11:45 VBS

29
9:00 - 11:45 VBS
4:30 Praise Practice
5:00 UMW Exe
Meeting - FEL
5:30 Scramble

Vacation Bible School

30
9:00 - 11:45 VBS

31
9:00 - 11:45 VBS

Vacation Bible School

Thank you so much for the luncheon you served for our family after Mac’s funeral. We appreciated it all
and it was very good.
Family of Mac Cramer
To Members of the Prayer Quilt Ministry,
The quilt that was made for me is so special. As I feel each knot on my lap when using the quilt, I
know how many prayers have been said for me and my family. I feel warmth of a different kind. Your
ministry touches many lives and I am so thankful for your thoughtfulness.
Brenda Siebold

Brad and I traveled to Ohio earlier this Spring to visit our daughter and her husband (and their
puppy). We looked forward to this trip for months. One would think that after almost three years, I
would be used to the fact that my “baby” lives so far away. Let’s just say, I’m not. I am so very proud of
her – she is married to the man of her dreams and the job that took her 13 hours away is one that she loves!
She is happy! As a parent, we can’t ask for any more than that our children love God and that they are
content with the life they have made for themselves. So, even though my heart aches with missing her, it
also dances. This thing called parenting is not easy, and it certainly doesn’t end when the kids move away.
We are forever parents – which means we are elated when they are elated, we hurt when they hurt, we cry
when they cry.

The depths of a parent’s love is indescribable. We would do absolutely anything for our children.
We literally would lay down our own lives for them. But, do we love them so much that we would lay
down their life for someone else? No. I would not. How could someone actually do that?
As we end this season of Lent, we are reminded that God did just that for us. He watched his son
take on our sins and die the most horrific death, so we could live eternally. Wow!! When I really stop and
think about that, I am overcome. That is a love that is far greater than any I can ever imagine. Praise be to
“And may you have the power to understand, as all God’s people should, how wide, how long, how high, and how deep his love is. May
you experience the love of Christ, though it is too great to understand fully. Then you will be made complete with all the fullness of life
and power that comes from God.” Ephesians 3:18-19

Serve Saturday is on May 18, 2019! Sign up sheets for specific projects will be available at the church
beginning May 1st. There are service projects for both families & individuals.
On the day of the event:
- Meet at Dexter Park at 8:00 am for prayer and instructions, then disperse to work sites.
- A meal will be provided at the United Methodist Church Family Life Center. Beginning at 11am.
If you have any questions please contact Tom Nelson, (785) 632-4926

A special Thank You to Judy Stitt for creating the beautiful Easter/Spring arrangements for our
Worship services. We appreciate Judy so graciously sharing her talents with us! These flowers were
sponsored by church family in honor or in memory of loved ones.
Ann Appleton & Family

In Memory of: Rev. Gary Appleton & Mark Appleton

Barbara Spilker

In Memory of: Terry Spilker, Kelly James & Family Members

Betty Spellman & Family

In Memory of: Dale & Virginia Spellman

Browne & Cunningham Families

In Memory of: Jim & Jean Robertson

Browne & Cunningham Families

In Memory Of: Johannah Grace Browne

Chris & Kathy Cox & Family

In Memory of: Ron Smith

Chris & Kathy Cox & Family

In Memory of: Ruth Ann Smith

Frances Benson

In Memory of: Art Benson

Gail Fox & Robert Edminston
Her Children & Her Grandchildren

In Memory of: Reta Anderson

Jane Sherbert

In Memory of: Jack & Alice Bender

Jerry & Cindy Habluetzel

In Memory of: Howard & Terry Habluetzel
In Honor of: Marilyn Habluetzel

Jim & Susan Beck

In Memory of: Our Parents: Harold & Millie Stutzman and James P & Audrey Beck

JoAnn Bauer & Family

In Memory of: Wynn Bauer

Kathy Wilder

In Memory of: Kent Wilder

Knitter & Dunn Families

In Memory of: Walt & Doris Knitter

Knitter & Dunn Families

In Memory of: Rod Knitter

Lance, Michelle & Ames Langvardt

In Memory of: Dodie Reed

Linda Kane

In Memory of: Dan Kane

Penny Goldsmith & Family

In Memory of: John Gisselbeck

Randy & Suzi Carlson

In Memory of: Drew Suzanne Carlson

Randy & Suzi Carlson

In Memory of: Joe & Barbara Kennett

Steve & Pat Deutscher

In Memory of: Bill & Verneita Gillespie & C.W. Deutscher

Wendy James & Family

In Memory of: Kelly James

Wilbert & LeAnn Killman

In Memory of: Kelly James and Terry & Barbara Spilker

2018 - 2019 Graduating Seniors
Hailey Franson,
daughter of Jim
& Shelli Franson.
Hailey plans to
attend Washburn
University and
major in
Engineering.

Jalyn Kasper,
daughter of Phil
& Jolie Kasper.
Jalyn plans to
attend Cloud
County
Community
College in the
fall.

2019 Scholarship Recipients
The Adams Scholarship Committee is pleased to announce that they have awarded three
scholarships from the Glenn and Elizabeth Adams Memorial Scholarship Fund. The recipient's
of these scholarships are Keath Meyer, Reed Knitter and Hailey Franson.
Keath Meyer plans to attend Kansas State University for Performing Arts and some duel studies
at the Manhattan Christian College.
Reed Knitter plans to attend Kansas State University to pursue a Marketing degree.
Hailey Franson plans to attend Washburn University to pursue an Engineering degree.
The United Methodist Men would like to announce the recipients of the United
Methodist Men/Tolin Scholarship. The 2019 recipients are Jalyn Kasper and Caitlyn Cramer.

This past month, the Youth Group spent one
Sunday afternoon working at the Lighthouse for
Christ. They helped sort the various clothing items
that were taken to the Lighthouse following the
Church Rummage Sale.
Also, the youth led Sunrise Service on Easter
morning. The service was attended by 82 early risers.
It was a meaningful service and communion with a
perfect sunrise as the backdrop. Parents of the youth
provided a wonderful brunch in the Family Life
Center following the service.

The Rummage to Treasure Sale
was held on Saturday, April 6th.
This annual event brought in over
$3,000.00 for church and local
mission projects. This is the most
profit made! Thank you to
everyone that helped in any way
to make this such a success!

The children enjoyed a fun Easter morning
at the church. The Sunday School
Superintendents organized Easter crafts and
snacks and of course, an Easter Egg Hunt. It
was a wonderful, colorful morning.

Carson Hamel was baptized
on Sunday, April 21, 2019
Parents are: Terry & Celeste
Hamel

Deep Heartfelt Sympathy and
Prayers to:
Dale Cramer and Family on the death of
Mac Cramer
October 4, 1925 - March 29, 2019
The Family & Friends of
Barbara Spilker
March 25, 1942 - April 9, 2019

Jean Bergstrom & Family on the death of
Sheldon Bergstrom

ENLIGHTENER

We have started sending the Enlightener
electronically. If you would like to stop
receiving the paper copy, please let the
church office know.
Please call: 785-632-3106 or email:
churchoffice@claycenterumc.org

May Movie Night
Sunday, May 12, 6:00 pm
(Note new time!)

Family Life Center

Refreshments and
Child-Care Provided

Bring a dish to share and come enjoy an outdoor
worship in the Park!
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Thank you to our
Enlightener sponsors

SCRAMBLE
A Community Dinner held on Wednesday evenings
in the Family Life Center from 5:30-6:30 pm
May 1 - CMA - Christian Motorcycle Association
Ham & Beans & Cornbread

WILDER AUTO BODY
Owner Kyle Wilder
138 Crawford 632-3484
Complete Auto Body Repair,
Insurance Claims, 24 Hour

Wall’s True Value
Hardware - Television
Major Appliances - Lumber

632-2851

May 8 - Legion Riders Leonardville #40
Spaghetti Feed
May 15 - Lincoln Creek 4H Club
Soft Tacos & Nachos
May 22 - CCCS Bands
Spaghetti and Meatballs
May 29 - Slagle Studio
Breakfast Casserole

