
 

 As I write this newsletter, my wife and I are getting ready to make a quick 

trip back home to see our sickly and aging parents. We would appreciate your    

prayers for them and our trip there and back. I didn’t want to leave without          

reporting on great things that God is doing in and through our church and here we 

go: 

 Our youth continue being active in our church and especially in the first   

service where they do Scripture readings. I like the fact that our children and youth 

have a place where they can actively participate. I cannot thank the parents enough 

for bringing them and encouraging them to serve. We have 12 youth in Confirmation Class this year, Zac 

and I really enjoy our time teaching them God’s Word. I appreciate their mentors for their commitment to 

help them grow in their faith. Jesus encourages us to bring our children to him and I am glad that there is 

room in our church for them. 

 I would like to appreciate several of you for using your social media to invite your friends and   

family members to attend our services. We want to continue being a loving and welcoming church to    

anyone who needs a church family to worship. Keep inviting more to come because we have room for 

them. 

 Our outreach ministries continue to make more impact around Clay Center and beyond, all the 

way to Kenya. Thank you for your love, generosity, passion, and mission spirit that makes others know 

that we are true Christ’s disciples who care about their needs. We are blessed with many volunteers who 

are actively engaged in different ministries, and I sincerely thank you all for your commitment. Our Tues-

day morning prayers have been great with several of you coming. If your time allows, please come in every 

Tuesday at 10:00 AM for prayers and fellowship at the Family Life Center. 

 If you didn’t know, one of my hobbies is reading and so I am always reading books. The ones I am        

currently reading are entitled, “No Home Like Place: A Christian Theology of Place” and the second is, “Why 

Place Matters: Geography, Identity, and Civic Life in Modern America.” These two books talk about the     

importance of a place. There is a reason why God brought me to this place, and I take it seriously. 

 Clay Center is my place and this place, and its people matter to God! 

Rev. Reuben Langat, Ph.D. 
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    Our Mission 

Worship God who loves us. 

Share our faith by building relationships. 

Bring hope to the world we serve. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

9:30a Cong. Care 

10a Tue. @ 10 

3:30p Adv. 

5:30p FFF 

 

6:45p Trustees 

2 

9:15a FFF 

 

5:30p Scramble 

6:15p MS/HS Youth 

6:30p ASH WEDNES-

DAY 

3 

 

 

3:30p Pwr Pk 

 

5:30p FFF 

4 

9:15a FFF 

5 

6 

 

7 

11:30a  

Harvesters 

8 

9-11a Mom2mom 

 

10a Tue. @ 10 

 

3:30p Adv. 

5:30p FFF 

 

9 

6:45a Men’s Morning 

 

9:15a FFF 

5:30p Scramble 

served by CCUMC 

Youth Group 

 

10 

 

 

3:30p Pwr Pk 

5:30p FFF 

11 

9:15a FFF 

9:30a  

HomeSpun 

12 

13 

 

14 

 

 

 

Spring 

Break      

15 

 

10a Tue. @ 10 

 

5:30p FFF 

 

16 

9:15a FFF 

5:30p COOL WHIP 

5:00p Scramble 

“Git Yur Green On” 

 

17 

 

 

 

5:30p FFF 

 

18 

9:15a FFF 

 

 

 

19 

20 

 

 

 

 

21 22 

9-11a Mom2mom 

10a Tue. @ 10 

 

3:30p Adv. 

5:30p FFF 

 

23 

6:45a Men’s Morning 

9:15a FFF 

5:30p Scramble 

6:15p MS/HS Youth  

6:30p SPRC 

24 

 

 

3:30p Pwr Pk 

5:30p FFF 

 

 

25 

9:15a FFF 

26 

27 28 29 

10a Tue. @ 10 

 

 

 

3:30p Adv. 

5:30p FFF 

30  

Pastor Reuben’s 

Birthday 

 

9:15a FFF 

5:30p Scramble 

6:15p HS/MS Youth 

 

31 

Rummage work 

day  2-4p 

 

 

 

3:30p Pwr Pk 

5:30p FFF 

  

8:45a  The Way Service 

9:30a  JAM 

9:30a Conf. Class 

10:30a  Sanctuary Worship 

  

8p AA/Al-anon 

 

8:45a The Way Service 

9:30a JAM  

9:30a Conf. Class               

10:30a Sanctuary Worship 

 

8p AA/Al-anon 

8:45a  The Way Service 

9:30a  JAM 

10:30a  Sanctuary Worship 

 

8p AA/ Al-anon 

FLC– Family Life Center                         
FEL– Fellowship Hall ( basement) 
Cong. Care– Congregation Care Team 
FFF– Faithfully Fit Forever - FLC 
UMW– United Methodist Woman 
Home Spun– UMW cluster - FLC 
C.O.O.L.  W.H.I.P.– UMW cluster– RM 2 
 

 

8:45a The Way Service 

9:30a  JAM 

9:30a Conf. Class 

10:30a  Sanctuary Worship 

 

 

 

8p AA/Al-anon 

Adv. – Adventures  
1st-3rd grades 

Pwr Pk– Power Pack 
4th-5th grades 

Youth. Group– High 

&Middle Schools 

Conf .Class-

Confirmation Class– 

FLC 



 

Children Learning About Yahweh 

Many people associate the month of March with St. Patrick's Day, which occurs on March 17th. This     

holiday holds the record for having the biggest number of Irish people celebrating at the same time. Aside 

from that, the Irish have a long and distinguished history of both Catholicism and Protestantism, which 

makes St Patrick’s Day unique in my opinion. The religion of an Irish family today is most likely            

determined by where their ancestors came from. This holiday and month have compelled me to 

acknowledge my story and my Methodist upbringing. There are different resemblances that make up a 

group and set apart one from another. Like the Irish people, St Patrick's Day is one thing that sets them 

apart from others and our Methodist tribe is no exception.  

I have always believe that our tribe’s faith and distinction from others are not about the potlucks we serve, 

rather, it is our doctrinal statement on Grace and how we are always striving to be set apart from the world 

while living in the world. Wesley took this step further and termed it as being entirely sanctified.          

Sanctification or the setting apart of ourselves is our response to God’s perfect love.  

My story of coming to faith is similar to that of our Irish friends. I trace it back to my family. I came to 

Christ when I was 5 years old at a revival tent meeting in my Grandmother’s village. I have never regretted 

that decision of walking up to the altar with my older siblings to give my life to Christ. My coming to 

Christ story revolves around my Grandmother, my siblings and my parents. How about you? How did you 

become a Christian? What is your story? Or how old were you when someone first told you about Jesus? 

These questions branched out from the classic Methodist Class Meeting question by Wesley, How is it with 

your soul?  

Billy Graham one of the greatest evangelist once said “I have never known a man who received Christ and 

ever regretted it.” Looking back at my coming to Christ story and about my Methodist history, this      

statement still holds true and I thank God for the works he has done in my life ever since. The apostle Paul 

wrote: “I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection. . . . Not that I have already  

obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ  

Jesus took hold of me” (Phil. 3:10, 12). J. D. Walt always insist that when the writers of scripture use the 

two words of “my goal” we should always try to lean forward a bit because we are about to find gold. In 

this epistle, Paul gives a charge to the church to strive on, and stay the course heavenward. The gold that 

Paul is trying to show the church in Philippi is what I am striving for. My Christian story is still in the 

making. I have not attained the prize yet, and I am not perfect rather I am “pressing on.”  

Let’s keep on and keep pressing on this month. 

 Happy St Patrick’s Day  

Zac Vakadewatabua  



  

 

 

 

Financial Report from 

Finance Committee:  

General Budget 

 

Jan Budget 

Receipts   $24,866.29 

Expenses  $26,222.93 

 

Year to Date (Jan 2022) 

Receipts   $24,866.29 

Expenses  $26,222.93  

                                                         

Joyce Hogan 

03/01 

Iris Rouse 

03/01 

Frank Cunningham 

03/02 

Delores D. Case 

03/03 

Wilbert Killman 

03/23 

Barbara Booth 

03/24 

 

 

 

 

The United Methodist Committee on Relief is the global humanitarian aid and 

development organization of the United Methodist Church.  UMCOR works 

through programs that address hunger, poverty, sustainable agriculture, 

international and domestic emergencies, refugee and immigrant 

concerns, global health issues, and transitional development. 

Mission 

 

 

Larry & Carol Morgan 

03/07/59 

Terry & Dianna     

Fleming 

03/22/68 

Bruce & Faun Bauer 

03/29/69 

Upcoming UMW Rummage Sale  

The church will be open on Thur., 3/31, 2pm—4pm & Fri., 

4/1, 8am—5pm for you to bring all your treasures in for the 

annual UMW rummage sale. If you need something picked up 

call the office @ 785-632-3106 by Wed., 3/30 for a Thur. 

pickup from 1pm– 4pm.  

Radical Hospitality -  

“There is room for you!” is the new advertising slogan for our church as we      

continue to broaden our efforts to offer radical hospitality to our guests.  Be sure 

to listen to KCLY Radio FM 100.9.  You will hear Pastor Reuben inviting     

others to join us for worship, reminding them that there is room for them here!  

Remember, Radical Hospitality is reaching out to guests during the three 

minutes before and the three minutes follow worship, and by being aware of and 

taking care of everything that goes on around you in a 10 feet radius.  We will 

treat our guests at our church the same way we would treat them at our home. 

 

Baptism – Brad Wohler  

We were pleased to    

welcome new resident, 

Brad Wohler into 

our Church family 

through Holy     

Baptism on Friday, 

February 11.         

Congratulations! 

New Member Information  

If you are interested in becoming a member of the Clay 

Center United Methodist Church, you may have a few 

questions.  We would love to answer those questions for 

you. You are invited to call the church office 

(785.632.3106) and set up a time to visit with Pastor Reuben or the Church    

Coordinator Marabeth.  There is room for you here! 

Valentines  

The JAM kids (1
st

-5
th

 Graders) were thoughtful and loving as they 

created over 300 Valentines to be handed out to every  person that 

attended worship on Sunday, February 13
th

.  It was a fun surprise 

for the congregation!  Thanks JAM kids! 



Making an impact - 

Zac Vakadewatabua was named 

in Bryce Weller’s essay &     

Marabeth Conner was named in 

William Weisenberger’s  essay  

on the Kindest Clay Center   

Citizen.  Thank you Bryce & 

William for sharing about Zac & 

Marabeth and honoring them in 

your essays. We are truly blessed 

to have both of them here working for us at CCUMC. 

Harvesters - Thank you ladies for pitching 

in and delivering Backsnacks to our local   

Lincoln grade school.  What a great team   

Jericho, Lara & Karaline Hammond make. 



 

 

 

Sometimes it is hard to understand why people do some of the things they do.  As much as we try to see 

their point of view, it just makes no sense to us.  I recently heard a sermon where the speaker said, “We 

don’t know why people do what they do because we don’t know why they do what they do.”  In other 

words, either we haven’t taken the time to ask them, or we aren’t listening to them when they try to        

explain. Listening and hearing can be hard, but it is critical if we are truly trying to understand.   

Now, what if the things we don’t understand are coming from God?  I’m sure you have experienced many 

times when God’s answer was not what you expected.  It made absolutely no sense! What was he       

thinking?  I personally am experiencing two separate issues right now.  I am confused, saddened, and at my 

wits end trying to figure out what God is doing.  Why are these things happening?  Why are these people 

that I love so much going through these circumstances?  What good could possibly come from them? I  

become impatient, knowing that all things work together for good, and yet I don’t see the good.  It is a 

helpless feeling. I don’t understand. 

But then I am reminded first of all, that our definition of “good” and God’s definition of “good” are two 

different things. Good to me is when things make sense and make us happy and comfortable.  Good to 

God is when lives are transformed to be more like Christ.  In both of these  cases I mentioned, can lives be 

made better and relationships grow deeper with Jesus – absolutely.  So eventually “good” will be a         

byproduct of what is happening.  I’m beginning to understand. 

I am also reminded that all of these things are out of my control, and for a very good reason, I might add.  

If all things were in my power, I would not need a Savior.  It is up to me to turn these situations over to 

God – to surrender to him and not try to sway him with my opinions.  It’s not going to happen.  God 

cares about my thoughts and my feelings but he doesn’t need my help in knowing what to do.  He sees the 

whole picture of these situations and I only see a small sliver.  His ways are best.  I must listen and trust.  

My understanding is becoming clearer.   

Through it all, thanks be to God for loving us and wanting the best for us in all situations, even when we 

don’t understand.   

Blessings to you all, Marabeth  

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.” 

Proverbs 3:5 



I want to THANK everyone for all the thoughts, prayers, phone calls & text messages over 

the last few months. I am back to work, but still have some follow up appointments.    I also 

want to thank you for the beautiful prayer quilt.                 Brody Reed         

Marabeth & Church Family– Thank you for your continual support!  I’m going into break soon.  Thanks 

Zac & power pack for the coloring page.                                                                              Yours, Ethan Hill                              

Thank you for allowing us to use your Family Life Center for Teresa’s service.  It is greatly appreciated. 

                    Teresa Burger Family 

JAM  Kids– Thank you for all the wonderful Valentine creations.                   Dallas & Linda Cunningham 

 
 

 

Congratulations to Adam & Anyeli Slagle 

on the birth of their son Victor Lee Slagle 

Brunal on 01/06/2022 in Cartagena,    

Colombia.   Grandparents are 

Todd &  Koralea Slagle. 

Community Church 

Camp Committee        

invites USD 379 Kids 

in grades K-12th to 

sign up to  attend  

Summer Church Camp for Free.         

Applications are on the table outside of 

the church office.  

If you have questions or need more      

information please contact: 

Holly Chestnut 785-632-4578 

hollymchestnut@gmail.com 

Deadline is March 31, 2022 

Our Blessing Box 

Thank you for continuing to stock our 

Blessing Box with non-perishable food 

items, basic toiletries, baby supplies, etc.            

Items are anonymously donated and anon-

ymously received.   The Blessing Box is 

located at the north Family Life Center 

door. 

See 

er 
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Thanks to 

the youth 

and their 

parents for providing the 

church family with a big 

variety of delicious treats 

at their annual Super Bowl 

Snack Sale. Over $1,000 

was raised to help them 

with their mission projects 

and a trip to Kansas City 

in the Spring.  The support 

from our church is     

amazing! 

UMM Valentine Dinner 

The Annual Valentine Dinner was a lovely evening filled with a delicious 

meal made by the men of our church, served by members of our Youth 

Group, along with special entertainment provided by the CCCHS Tiger 

Chorale.  A big Thank You to the United  

Methodist Men for 

sponsoring this event. 



WILDER AUTO BODY  
Owner Kyle Wilder   

138 Crawford 632-3484   

Complete Auto Body Repair, 

Insurance Claims, 24 Hour  

Towing, Free Estimates 

 

United  
Bank & Trust 

Main Bank– 5th & Lincoln Ave. 

Motor Bank– 726 W. Crawford 

FDIC  Insured  632-3171 

Thank you to our 

Enlightener sponsors 

Wall’s True Value 

Hardware - Television 

Major Appliances - Lumber 

632-2851 

423 Lincoln           Clay Center 

www.wallsscratchndent.com 
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IN OUR PRAYERS: Elizabeth Carlson, Jillian Browne,               

David Bauer, Marsha Koster, Tom Skinner, Patty Stephans,    

Dee Warner, Barbara Booth, Ed (Doc) Johnson, and for those 

whose names are unmentioned.                                                                                     

Serving in the Military: Brenden Kolsky, Drew Sumner, 

SCRAMBLE 

    Wednesday evening free-offering meal   

5:30 pm—6:30 pm 

March 2nd– Relay for Life– Tacos and Nachos 

March 9th– CCUMC Youth Group– Baked Potato Bar 

March 16th– CCUMC Special Events “Git Yur Green On”-                   

Irish Stew, Reuben Sliders & other green items 

March 23rd– OPEN 

March 30th– Garfield School PEP– TBD 

Sympathy and prayers to Dr. Chris & Kendra Worthen on the loss of 

his mother Arlinda Worthen on February 11, 2022. 

Sympathy and prayers to the family and friends of our member    

Connie Swenson who passed away on February 4, 2022. 

Sympathy and prayer to Bill & Grace Oetinger and family on the 

loss of his sister Lennea Nikkel who passed away on Feb. 9, 2022. 


