
 
 

Life is full of twists and turns, some expected, some unexpected. 2020 certainly turned out 

unexpected in so many ways.  

As most of you already know by now, I have decided to step away from ministry for a time. 

This means leaving the church, and moving away from Clay Center. This is not an easy 

decision, nor was it a happy decision. I will miss the many wonderful people here, and I will miss being 

your pastor, but I also know that it is for the best right now – for me and for the church. I have done what 

I can to lead the church to the best of my abilities through this year filled with the unexpected, and it has 

been made clear that it is time for me to move on.  

Clay Center UMC has been around roughly 150 years now as a congregation. I fully expect it will continue 

for many more years to come. This congregation has been through many ups and downs, and many 

changes during the course of its history, and it will see many more still to come. No matter what happens, 

remember who you are, and whose you are – God was, is, and will always be no matter what we humans 

do or don’t do.  

Remember the three simple rules our founder, John Wesley taught:  

Do No Harm. Do Good. Stay in Love With God.  

And Matthew 22:36-40:  

36 

“Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” 
37 

He said to him, “‘You shall love the 

Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 
38 

This is the 

greatest and first commandment. 
39 

And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.’ 
40 

On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 

 

Pastor Andrea 
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 Worship, Witness, Serve 

 The Enlightener   
 January 2021 

    Our Mission 

 Worship God who loves us. 

Share our faith by building relationships. 

   Bring hope to the world we serve. 

IN OUR PRAYERS: Raymond Bull, Elizabeth Carlson, Marla Forsyth, Jillian Browne, Dewey Adams, 

Jamie Klein, Sheila McGrew, Phoenix Wildermuth, Teresa Yarrow, Johnny Crawshaw, Nola Unruh,   

Neva Anderson ,  and for those whose names are unmentioned.                                                                                  

 Serving in the Military: Brenden Kolsky, Drew Sumner, Cooper Coffman 



 

January 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 2 

3 

 

4 5 

 

 

 

 

6:45p Trustees 

6 

 

 

5:30p Scramble 

6p Memorial Comm. 

6:30p Finance  Co. 

7 

 

 

 

 

6:30p Book Study 

8 

9:30a Home 

Spun 

9 

10 

 

11 12 

 

 

 

 

 

13 

6:45a Men’s Morning 

 

 

5:30p Scramble 

7p Church Council 
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5:30p Scramble 

5:30p COOL WHIP 
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6:45a Men’s Morning 

 

 

5:30p Scramble 

28 

 

 

 

6:30p Book Study 

29 30 

8:45 The Way Service 

9:30 Sunday School 

10:30 Sanctuary Worship 

 

 

 

8:45 The Way Service   

9:30 Sunday School 

10:30 Sanctuary Worship  

8:45 The Way Service 

9:30 Sunday School    

10:30 Sanctuary Worship 

 

FLC– Family Life Center                         
FEL– Fellowship Hall ( basement) 
Cong. Care– Congregation Care Team 
FFF– Faithfully Fit Forever - FLC 
UMW– United Methodist Woman 
Home Spun– UMW cluster - FLC 
C.O.O.L.  W.H.I.P.– UMW cluster– RM 2 
Adv. – Adventures  1st-3rd grades 
Pwr Pk– Power Pack 4th-5th grades 
Youth Group– HS , MS and combined 

 

8:45 The Way Service 

9:30 Sunday School 

10:30 Sanctuary Worship 

 

 



I just wanted to extend my sincere gratitude to the group that brought the treats to our home, in             

appreciation of my work in the schools.  It warmed my heart & we certainly enjoyed the entire plate of 

treats.  Your kindness went above & beyond & is appreciated!   God Bless          Kayla Kinderknecht 

Thank you to the UMC team that made the treat plates for those of us who work in the schools!  It is  

wonderful to know we are thought of and cared about and the treats were delicious!            Sharon Beems 

We appreciate all your efforts in preparing such a fabulous meal for the confirmation class and their        

families.  At a time when full celebrations were not able to be planned, the meal was a truly special event.  

Thank you for being such a blessing!                                                                                The Beems Family 

Thank you so much for the sweet treats!  It was such a nice surprise to come home and find them by the 

door.  We enjoyed every bite.  Thank you so much for all you do.  You are appreciated so much.            

Sincerely                                                                                                                      Barbara Cunningham 

Thank you for the plate of cookies and gift certificate.                                                            Marilyn Roth 

I want to thank the church for sending the advent weekly reading.  It was a wonderful connections to the 

special time.  Greatly appreciated.  Now if we could go back safely to church for service, music, and    com-

munion would be a blessing.  Praying for all.                                                             Betty Spellman 

UMC Friends– Thank you so much for the yummy cookie plates & El Puerto gift certificates.  We are 

thankful for the support in these very trying times.  Together, we will make it through!  Thanks so much 

again,                                                                                                   Tom Siebold, Steve & Apryl Gurney  

The Lighthouse for Christ had a wonderful year!  We wanted to say a huge thank you for your support 

throughout the year.  Your generous giving has allowed the Lighthouse for Christ to bless and assist over 

200 families!  This has been in the form of food, clothing, household items, and monetary assistance with 

utilities, rent, and medical.  We hope our help is a steppingstone to each individual. May we all continue  in 

His service and reach out to others in Love.    

 Thank you to the group of ladies that made the delicious plate of cookies that was delivered to my house 

and also for the Java Junkie gift certificate. May all of you have a wonderful Christmas. Sincerely,                                                     

                         Dawn Langvardt 

Thank You to the UMW ladies who helped provide and deliver the wonderful goodie boxes.  We           

appreciate you thinking of us.              Jolie, Maureen, Gail, Herb, Marabeth, Payton, & Brittany 

Our family can not say thank you enough for all the love our church family has shown us this year.  All of 

the encouraging notes, gift cards, treats, and special kid Sunday School lessons have really lifted our spirits!  

Thank you for sharing God’s love with us.  We hope you all have a restful, fun holiday.   Merry Christmas 

                       Brett, Elisabeth, Collin & Adilynne Nelson 

Thank you, UMW for the lovely “goodies” box!  Chocolate was Mom’s favorite food!!- It gives me good 

memories of her.  Mom always enjoyed her friendships in the Alla Sera cluster.  Thank you for your    

kindness to her and to our family.                             Ruth Ann Johnson 

A special thank you to Darcy Blackwood and the UMW ladies for the wonderful goodie box!  What a nice 

assortment of treats!  Thanks for remembering us!                                                                  Cathy Hafner



Thank You to the Sunday School Department for the porch gift.  We are enjoying the “Birthday in a bag.”  There was so many 

fun and yummy goodies in there.  Thanks again.                                                                    Tiffany, Matt & Savannah Melton 

My porch was filled with Santa’s Helpers who stood there with masks on for Santa’s beards and sparkling antlers like Rudolph’s.  

They were my Christmas Carolers, and they gave me a BIG BOX of Christmas Treats!!!  And then they said “Merry Christmas” 

and went on their way.  Thank you for helping the Porch Party give me the Gift  of a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.                                                                                                                                

             Barb B Booth 

I want to thank you for the box of treats, and the group that sang Christmas songs.                                              Dorothy Brown 

Thank you for all the prayers, cards and the Christmas goodie box.                                                    Linda Kane 

Thanks to the UMW for the assortment of goodies and The Upper Room.  Added thanks to those who delivered the gift.  

Christmas Blessings to all.                                                                              Pat Simmons 

Thank you for the wonderful Goody box & Upper Room.  There were many surprises found in the box to be  enjoyed.  God 

Bless all that helped prepare and delivery the boxes.                                                                      Wilbert Killman 

Thank you for remembering me with the box of goodies.  I feel so blessed.                                   Dee Warner 

Thanks so much for the box of goodies.                    Marilyn Habluetzel 

 

 

Our church is blessed to be represented by many people that are in education – from the Superintendent, Principals, Teachers, 

Para-professionals and more.  In recent years, I began to see the correlation.  The United    Methodist Church is very missional.  

We find great value in doing mission projects.  It is “who we are” to help those in need.  If you think about it, that is exactly who 

teachers are in their heart of hearts.  They help those in need all day, every single day. 

 One of my favorite teachers was Mrs. Wilson. She taught third grade at Lincoln Elementary, in the last room on the 

west side of the building.  She had a special sparkle in her eyes.  They danced.  As I matured, I figured out that her sparkle was 

that of Jesus shining through.  She began each school day with the Pledge of Allegiance, a reading from the Bible and a prayer.  

(Obviously, third grade a long time ago!)  At that time, my family was experiencing some major medical expenses and she no-

ticed that I, once again, was not ordering from the Book Order that came around. Most kids in my class were able to order   

something, but I just could not.  One day, Mrs. Wilson motioned me up to her desk. She asked, “If I ordered the special Weekly 

Reader Magazine for you, would you read it?”  to which I gleefully said, “Yes!”  She told me she wanted to do that for me and  

with a wink, she added that it would be our little secret. When it arrived, I read every single word, every single week.  Mrs. Wil-

son made such an impression on my life.  She was  carrying out her mission to help those in need and I was the fortunate recipi-

ent.   

 I know of another teacher who recently was involved in a conversation with some High School boys.  They were want-

ing to find an inexpensive truck that they could buy and fix up for their buddy who needed something to drive.  The teacher 

told those boys that he had a truck in his back yard and if they could find a way to move it, they could have it.  This was an offer 

they could not refuse.  The next day, four young men, grinning from ear to ear, came by the teacher’s house.  They hooked up 

that old truck and pulled it away with a sturdy chain.  With a new battery and some TLC, that old truck was running and driven 

to school daily.  It didn’t matter that it wasn’t new or shiny.  It became the pride and joy of that young man. This was a group 

effort between a boy, his friends – and his teacher!  That teacher carried out his mission to help those in need.  It was a gesture 

that these kids will never forget. And, did I mention, he also has that special sparkle of Jesus shining through his eyes? 

 Thank you to all of our teachers and those in education.  In big ways and in small ways, you are there     sharing the 

love of Christ through your smiles, sweet words, acts of kindness and through the sparkle in your eyes.  Never doubt for one 

moment that you are making a difference by fulfilling your mission! 

      May 2021 be a year full of blessings! 

       Marabeth 



A Note from Staff/Parish Relations Committee 

 

Most of you are aware that Pastor Andrea has made the personal decision to step away from the Ministry 

at this time.  As our church moves through the next few months, we wanted to make you aware of the 

process. Pastor Andrea will be working to arrange coverage for the weeks in January that she will be 

gone.  The SPRC committee will be meeting after the first of the year with our District Superintendent to 

determine the needs of our church to assist in locating an interim pastor to fill our needs.  We ask for your 

prayers during this time and for Pastor Andrea’s family as they transition to their next venture.   

Thank you to those that sponsored a poinsettia to adorn our church for the Advent Season. 

 

In Memory of:       From: 

Clarence & Anna Mae Staley     Kenneth & Judy Stitt 

Kent Wilder        Kathy Wilder 

Mariruth Thomas       Henry Thomas 

Kelly James        The James Family 

Vic & Leah Wall       Alan & Ruth Ann Johnson 

Howard Edmiston       Rob & Gail Edmiston 

Dayne Walker, Lynee Ford, Dr Ray Walker              Donna Karmann & Family 

Lorenze Karmann       Donna Karmann & Family 

Walt & Doris Knitter & Rodney Knitter    The Family of 

Vernie & Dolores Heigele      Robert & Frieda Knitter 

Jim & Jean Robertson and Johannah Browne   Cunningham & Browne Families 

Dodie Reed        Lance, Michelle & Ames Langvardt 

Scramble News 

Praise the Lord!!!  The Scramble Ministry Team is excited to offer Wednesday evening (5:30-6:30) Scramble 

meals again starting on January 6
th

 with Cub Scout Pack 55 serving dinner!  Please consider coming out to 

support these youngsters.   

In compliance with COVID guidelines, we will require that all diners wear a mask unless they are seated at 

a table.  We also encourage social distancing while going through the serving line. However, if you would 

like to support the group, but would feel more comfortable with a “take out” meal, come directly to the 

kitchen and let one of the servers know of your request for” take out”. 

We look forward to being together again to enjoy good food, fun and fellowship on Wednesday evenings.  

Be sure to consider attending January 13
th

 when the CCWC wrestlers will be chefs; January 20
th

 when   

Linda Underwood will serve a pulled pork dinner to help Fern Hedman with medical expenses; and       

January 27 when the American Legion Post 101 provides a soup supper. 

If you have a group that would like to serve a Scramble meal, please call the church office to select a date!   



  

 

 

 

Financial Report from 

Finance Committee:  

 

General Budget  

November 

Tithes & Offerings: 

$49,069.29 

Expenses: $20,147.36 

 

Year To Date 

Jan. 1– Nov. 30 

Tithes & Offerings: 

$239,310.78 

Expenses: $248,577.47 

Happy Birthday                   

 85 years and UP 

Stanley Pfizenmaier 1/6 

Tom Skinner 1/14 

Marjorie Sanneman 1/15 

Bonnie Slingsby 1/18 

Dale Cramer 1/22 

Mary Ann Bergmeier 

1/23 

Jack Reboul 1/31 

 

 

 

 

Church World Service (CWS) has worked in partnership with local 

communities to identify their needs, access the resources they need to build the 

foundation for a more viable future, including Blankets, tents, food 

and other emergency supplies in the wake of a disaster.  We are 

focusing on Blanket Sunday for our January monthly mission. 

 

 

  Our Blessing        

 Box 

This ministry is a big 

help for our            

community and we 

are serving so many    

neighbors in need.  Please continue to 

stock it with your donations.  Thank 

you for contributing to this ministry. 

50 + 

Scott & Mary 

Taddiken 1/3 

Gary & Clione Case 

1/5 

January Mission 

 

 

The Missions Ministry Team met and presented to the Council their list of 

missions that they recommend for the church to feature as the Mission of the 

Month for the year 2021. The following list was approved as submitted. 

January - Blanket Sunday                              July – Garfield Neighbors 

February – CarePortal                                  August - Numana 

March – UMCOR                                         September - Numana 

April – UMCOR                                          October – K-State Wesley 

May – VBS                                                    November – Ember Hope 

June - Lighthouse (monetary)                       December – Ember Hope 

It is the goal of the Missions Ministry Team to bring specific attention to each 

of these ministries with the hopes of raising a minimum of $500 a month in 

support of their efforts. Our church has a history of being a great supporter of 

Mission Projects. We appreciate your giving spirit and continued support in 

the new year. 

Congratulations, College Students 

 We congratulate all of our college  

students on completing a successful 

semester of school.  We admire them 

for working through their studies in a 

setting that was different than the 

norm.  The College Student Ministry 

Team was happy to be able to send 

each of them a greeting with a gift 

card to treat themselves during their 

late study sessions.  We wish all 17 of 

our college students the best in 2021. 

Sunday School News -  Starting 

January 3rd we will be back to having 

regular Sunday School classes.  See you 

all there at 9:30am. 



Birthday in a Bag 

 

As we have been unable to meet for 

Children’s Sunday School since mid-

November, the Sunday School          

Superintendents wanted to bring our 

families a bit of Christmas FUN!   

 

A “Birthday in a Bag” was personally  

delivered to all of our kids in the hopes 

that each family would be able to take a 

moment or two and reflect on the birth 

of Jesus– and celebrate–   maybe with 

cake, candles, party hats, and other fun 

items! 

 

Sixty-four bags were assembled  and 

delivered, possibly creating new 

memories and traditions along the way.

    

 Happy Birthday Jesus! 

Decorating the church happened in stages, beginning with the Narthex, the parlor, and finally the church 

office.  On Sunday, December 7th we had the call for all hands on deck to do the big tree and garland in 

the sanctuary, decorate the tree in the Family Life  Center and tackle the outside lights.  Thanks to a   

dedicated decorating party of Maureen Pfizenmaier, Phil Martin, Tim Stanley, Kathy Wilder, Logan  

Fickes, Dwight & Doris Ferguson, Mike Sherbert, Brandi & Grady Griggs,  Russ, Paige, Neelly, Holte, & 

Pratt Taddiken, Cathy Hafner, Ron & Marilyn Roth, and Marabeth Conner the place looks  fabulous.   If 

you join us in person or on line you will see the church all decked out for this Advent Season.  Merry 

Christmas. 

Katie Knitter, Julie Browne,  

Ashley Dooley, Payton Conner 

 

2020 Christmas cookie plates had a different look this year.    

Instead of the homemade goodies donated by UMW ladies, cash 

donations were used to fill treat boxes with individually 

wrapped purchased goodies. Once again, our members’          

generosity made this an easy task, and 68 boxes were prepared 

and delivered.   Special thanks to Darcy Blackwood, Judy  

Crymble, Maureen Pfizenmaier, Walleta Bergsten and her     

daycare kiddos with the help of  Carolyn Kirtley, Susan Beck, 

Doris Ferguson, Linda Cunningham, Cherie Birkbeck, and    

Linda Henry for making all the deliveries. Several commented 

that the recipients were so delighted to see familiar church faces 

at their door.   

Darcy Blackwood, Cherie        

Birkbeck and Linda Cunningham 

 Pat Simmons 



WILDER AUTO BODY  
Owner Kyle Wilder   

138 Crawford 632-3484   

Complete Auto Body Repair, 

Insurance Claims, 24 Hour  

Towing, Free Estimates 

 

United  
Bank & Trust 

Main Bank– 5th & Lincoln Ave. 

Motor Bank– 726 W. Crawford 

FDIC  Insured  632-3171 

Thank you to our 

Enlightener sponsors 

Wall’s True Value 

Hardware - Television 

Major Appliances - Lumber 

632-2851 

423 Lincoln           Clay Center 

www.wallsscratchndent.com 

The Enlightener 
Clay Center United Methodist Church  -  Pastor Andrea Beyer 

921 5th Street  -  P.O. Box 118  -  Clay Center, Kansas 67432-2509    

 Phone 785-632-3106  -  Email: churchoffice@claycenterumc.org  -  Web site: www.claycenterumc.org 

  RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Nonprofit Org. 

U.S.POSTAGE 

PAID 

Permit No. 108 

SCRAMBLE SCHEDULE 

Wednesday night free-offering meal 

5:30—6:30 pm 

January 6th– Pack 55– Baked Pasta Dinner 

January 13th– CCWC -TBD 

January 20th– Fundraiser for Fern Hedman– Pulled Pork 

January 27th– American Legion Post #101– Soup Supper 

Prayers for Marilyn Sherbert and family on the loss of her two    

sisters-in-law Ruth Annis who passed away on Nov. 6, 2020 and   

Janet Waters who passed away on Nov.13, 2020. 

Prayers for Marilyn, Jerry & Cindy Habluetzel on the loss of her 

daughter-in-law and their sister-in-law Gail Habluetzel who passed 

away on Nov. 23, 2020. 

Prayers for Irene Sharp and family on the loss of her sister Dorothy 

Tague who passed away on Nov.17, 2020. 

Prayers for the family and friends of  Winnie Barker who passed away 

Dec.21, 2020. 

Prayers for Wendell Eggerman and family of the loss of his wife Lois 

Eggerman who passed away Dec. 24, 2020 


