
 
This year continues to be unique, truly unlike any other any of us have ever lived. Anxieties are high. 

We face so many unknowns – and the unknown is frightening and scary and we don’t like it. We 

would prefer that things go back to normal… whatever normal was.  

In a conversation this morning, someone pointed out a scripture verse that talked about how God 

commanded us to change, and that set me to thinking about change. One of the only constants in life 

is that things change. I did some digging into the scripture and found many verses (108 in the NRSV to be exact!) that 

directly mention change. The Bible is filled with descriptions of people changing. The only thing that stays constant 

is God.  

In a world that is changing rapidly and drastically at every turn, I believe it is even more important for we as 

Christians to remain faithful. Remaining faithful does not mean that we do not change, but instead it means that we 

look first to God in all things as they present themselves to us. God can reveal new and exciting – and sometimes 

scary – things to us. It is up to us to spend time in prayer, stating our concerns, and listening for God’s guidance.  

With the start of the new school year just around the corner, there are so many conflicting ideas about what, how, 

and when to teach our children. I know that none of these answers are easy for anyone involved. Some schools will 

choose one option, some another, and yet others may choose a combination of options. Parents will do the same. 

There is no one right answer here, other than that we love our children, that we love our community, and that we 

love our teachers, administrators, school support staff, school board, and parents. Let’s support one another in love, 

no matter what choices are made, and even (or especially) when we may disagree. Please join me in praying for them 

every day this school year.  

Let’s pray together for our world, and our country, that we can find and share God’s love, no matter our differences 

or similarities. Know that I am praying for these things, and for each of you, every day.  

In God’s love, Pastor Andrea 
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                                  Our Mission 

                               

    Worship God who loves us. 

                       

                        Share our faith by building relationships. 

                 

            Bring hope to the world we serve. 

Have you ever wanted to know more about the United Methodist Church, or know more about what is 

going on in our own Great Plains conference?  

• Anyone can sign up for our weekly Conference email called the GP Connect and receive an email once 

a week with news, updates, and links to register for classes at https://www.greatplainsumc.org/

gpconnect 

• Our conference has several regular podcasts that cover all sorts of topics, and anyone can listen. Learn 

more at https://www.greatplainsumc.org/podcasts 

• You can also connect through social media or through our own conference app. Find out more about 

how to connect at https://www.greatplainsumc.org/socialmediamobileapps  

• These resources are all free, and are open to everyone – you don’t have to be a pastor or even a church 

member to access any or all of these great resources!  

https://www.greatplainsumc.org/gpconnect
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/gpconnect
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/podcasts
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/socialmediamobileapps


 

 

  

 

 

 

Financial Report from 

Finance Committee:  

 

General Budget  

June 

Tithes & Offerings: 

$12,443.00 

Expenses: $24,433.60 

 

Year To Date 

Jan. 1– June30 

Tithes & Offerings: 

$124,948.74 

Expenses: $139,856.17 

August Mission 

Happy Birthday                   

     85 years and UP 

   Donna Karmann 

08/04 

Winnie Barker 

08/09 

Connie Swenson 

08/13 

Duane Slingsby 

08/15 

LaVerne Carpenter 

08/17 

               

 

 

Numana 

Based in El Dorado, KS, Numana, Inc. is an international hunger relief 

organization.  Numana events provides a hands on project in which almost any 

age or skill level can participate. With the help of volunteers, they have packaged 

more than 43 million meals that have served the hungry around the world. 

50 + 

 

Dwight & Doris Ferguson 

08/01 

Jerry & Carolyn Rothfuss 

08/04 

Calvin & Barbara Wohler 

08/06 

Dwight & Carol Benninga 

08/09 

Larry & Laurene Parsley 

08/11 

Roy & Linda Henry 

08/15 

Larry & Rosalee Wilcoxson 

08/23 

Marc & Dee Gerardy 

08/23 

Alan & Ruth Johnson 

08/25 

Lee & Alice Ohlde 

08/30 

 

WANTED: 

Special music at each 

Sunday service.  If you 

would like to provide 

something on Sunday 

contact: the church at          

churchoffice@claycenterumc.org    

or 632-3106 

 

 

 

Promotion Sunday– August 23rd 

Fun Event - August 30th 

New Quarter starts– September 6th 

We can’t wait to see you and hear all 

about your summer adventures and 

dive into new studies just for you. 

 

 



 
 

 

Payers & Squares received - We, along with Jamie and his family want to thank you for the beautiful K-State 

themed prayer quilt.  What a wonderful ministry.  As we explained that each knot represented a prayer sent on 

their behalf, one of them commented “that’s a lot of prayers!”  And so many of those prayers have been answered.  

Jamie so appreciates this support from the church he grew up with.                                             Jim & Donna Klein                                                    

 

Church Family - We want to thank our church family for their outpouring of support since Jamie’s cancer diagnosis 

in February.  We have so appreciated all of your kind words, the cards, phone calls, texts, emails, etc. - they all have 

made this difficult journey possible to endure.  Most of all, we know every prayer has made a difference.  Thank 

you so much!                                                                                                                                   Jim & Donna Klein 

                         

UMC team Bunch of Nobodies who love everybody & Serve anybody & Do not care about becoming a somebody    

received - Thanks for the bag of cookies at Father’s Day.  They really were good!!!                       Johnny Crawshaw 

 

UMC team Bunch of Nobodies who love everybody & Serve anybody & Do not care about becoming a somebody 

- Wow, Wow!!! Bonnie & I sure want to join this bunch, you are a great bunch to hook up with            D. Slingsby 

 

My mother, Dorothy Friesen (Bauer) age 97+ was a member of CCUMC , and taught 1st grade in Clay Center.  I 

know my Mom misses going to church, but with being confined to her senior living facility that has not been an 

option.  I   attached a photo (on the bulletin board) of her during my visit and she was able to watch your church 

on my tablet.  I just wanted to share that she has been able to get the benefit of connecting with the CCUMC, 

which is still her “home” church.  Thank you for doing what you are doing in the church and in Clay Center                                         

                                           Leslie Friesen 

My daughter Leslie brought her taping of your last Sunday Services. The first of 3 services on the same theme.  I 

was quite impressed with your pastor.  I still pray for everyone from our church book.  I love you all.                    

                 Dorothy Friesen Bauer 

Church Friends - Thank you for your thoughts, prayers, cards, messages, and notes you sent me in the recent    

passing of my mother.  I greatly appreciated all your words of kindness & encouragement.                 Sonia Cooper                                

            

Cooking with Love received - We want to thank you so much for the delicious Brownies        Dale Cramer &   

                          Judy Selph 

Cooking with Love received - Thank you so much for the food, flowers and the visit                 Marilyn Habluetzel 

Thank you for the Glen & Elizabeth Adams Memorial Scholarship.  I cannot express how thankful I am for the 

scholarship and to be apart of this wonderful church.                                                                       Jayden Crimmins 

Church Family - Thank you for the Bible that you gifted me.  I will use it to keep my faith strong throughout the 

next step in my life.                                                                                                                                   Keaton James 

Thanks to the Helping Hands Ministry we have a 

new Blessing Box at the Family Life Center       

entrance.  Dwight Ferguson build it and he and 

Tom Nelson installed it next to the entrance. Feel 

free to drop off donations of non-perishables,    

hygiene products, cleaning supplies, etc.  If the box 

is full please leave your items in the church office.  

This ministry is there to help our neighbors, so 

take what you need and give what you can.   



SCRAMBLE - is hoping to be back after Labor Day 

WILDER AUTO BODY  
Owner Kyle Wilder   

138 Crawford 632-3484   

Complete Auto Body Repair, 

Insurance Claims, 24 Hour  

Towing, Free Estimates 

 

United  
Bank & Trust 

Main Bank– 5th & Lincoln Ave. 

Motor Bank– 726 W. Crawford 

FDIC  Insured  632-3171 

Thank you to our 

Enlightener sponsors 

Wall’s True Value 

Hardware - Television 

Major Appliances - Lumber 

632-2851 

423 Lincoln           Clay Center 

www.wallsscratchndent.com 
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Our Deepest sympathy: 
• To Ron & Marilyn Roth on the loss of his mother Margaret Roth. 
• To Merna Siebold on the loss of her sister-in-law Betty Harrison. 

It’s back!!  The hands-on Mission Project NUMANA is set for    

Sunday, September 20
th

.  This worthwhile mission has been such 

a huge success the past couple of years and we are so excited to 

bring it back!  Our goal is, once again, $5,000, which gives us the opportunity 

to package 16,666 meals for the hungry.  We will have sign-up sheets for     

volunteers.  We will need 85-100  workers, ages four and up.  Be looking for 

various ways to make a monetary donation for this project. 

Please mark your calendars for the afternoon of Sunday, September 20.  

Help us make a difference in the world! 

IN OUR PRAYERS:  Marilyn Martin, Raymond Bull, Elizabeth Carlson,   

Marla Forsyth, Ron Roth ,Sheila McGrew, Marsha Argo, Jillian Browne,   

Gary Beck, Dewey Adams, Coye Crane, Jamie Klein, and for those whose 

names are unmentioned.                                                                                  

 Serving in the Military: Brenden Kolsky, Drew Sumner, & Cooper Coffman 



 

We all have things with which we struggle.  One area that hits me hard is feelings of guilt.  Even when I 

know in my heart of hearts that what I am trying to do or say is appropriate, I struggle with feeling guilty 

when things don’t turn out the way I think they should.  Sometimes I feel like I am “not enough” or    

haven’t tried hard enough, and this brings on waves of guilt.  Do you ever feel that way?   

 

One area that I have struggled with over many, many years is my feelings of guilt when I fall asleep during 

my night time prayers.  Here I am at the end of my day, sharing my thoughts of gratitude, explaining my 

hurts, asking for grace, and praying for healing and comfort for those in need.  I, Marabeth Conner, am 

having conversation with my God – the creator of the universe.  How awesome is that!! And yet,        

sometimes I will fall asleep!  In the morning I awake with feelings of guilt as if I have disrespected God.  

How could I do that?  I don’t fall asleep during other conversations throughout my day.  How could I   

allow this to happen when talking to God?  Is he hurt?  Does he feel rejected? I feel the need to apologize. 

 

Recently I began to think of this situation in a different way, through the eyes of a parent or a care-giver.  

Years ago when I was rocking one of my daughters and she would go to sleep in my arms, was I offended 

by this?  Did I wish she would wake up so we could finish our conversation?  Of course not!  I was always 

glad that she felt comfortable, content and safe in my arms.  If I felt this way with my own child, wouldn’t 

God feel the same way with his? 

 

When we fall asleep during prayer time, He knows that we are not trying to hurt His feelings or make 

Him seem unimportant.  It is much the opposite. He probably feels nothing but love for us and grateful 

that we find ourselves comfortable, content and safe in His arms.   

 

Congratulations to Colby & Cory Urban and big sister Andi on 
the birth of  Mae Emma born 07/21/2020. 

Grandparents - Wendy James and Casey & Janice Urban 

 

 

Congratulations to Preston & Morgan Cannizzo on the birth of their son 
Callen Levi on July 20, 2020. 



August 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   

 

   1 

 

2 3 4 

 

 

 

 

6:45p Trustees 

5 

 

Camp Chippewa 

Day Camp 

10a—5:30p CC Fair 

Grounds 

 

         

6 

10:30a Book 

Study - Parlor 

 

7:30p Book Study 

           FLC 

7 8 

9 10 11 

 

12 

6:45a Men’s Morning 

            FLC 

13 

 

10:30a Book 

Study– Parlor 

 

7:30p Book Study 

14 15 

16 17 18 

 

   School starts 

19 

 

 

 

20 

 

 

21 

Enlightener 

articles due 

22 

23/30 24/31 25 

 

 

26 

6:45a Men’s Morning 

               FLC 

 

 

 

5p UMW Executive  

       FEL 

27 

 

28 29 

8:45 The Way Service 

10:30 Sanctuary Worship 

 

 

8:45 The Way Service 

10:30 Sanctuary Worship 

 

8:45 The Way Service 

10:30 Sanctuary Worship 

 

 

 

FLC– Family Life Center 

FEL– Fellowship Hall (basement) 

UMW– United Methodist Women 

 

 

 

8:45 The Way Service 

9:30 Sunday School 

10:30 Sanctuary Worship 

 

Sunday School 

Promotion Sunday 23rd 

in Sanctuary @ 9:30a 

Quarterly Fun 30th 


