
 

As I write this, the things going on in our world keep changing faster than I can keep up. I 

suppose that is to be expected in this time as we deal with a new virus going around. These days 

we use the term “going viral” to mean an idea or a video online is being spread to many people, 

quickly. Unfortunately, the origin of this term is our immediate concern, with a real live virus 

spreading, well, like a virus.  

With any major change, we feel anxiety. I work to lean upon the many scriptures that tell us “do not fear,” 

and I spend time in prayer with God when I start to feel anxious myself. I invite you to join me in these 

prayers. A pastor friend of mine shared a video describing a five-minute meditation prayer that reminded 

me to stop and just be with God for a while. Sit down and get comfortable, close your eyes, and meditate 

on God for at least five minutes. Slow your breathing. When thoughts about the world come into your 

mind, set them aside, and turn back to God. Set a timer before you begin, if you need to, so you can spend 

that time just focusing on God. Doing this meditation with God helps relieve my anxiety and stress. It 

reminds me that I am not alone, that God is with me now, and forever.  

This Easter is likely going to look a little different for most of us. We won’t be together in person on Easter 

Sunday. We won’t have our usual Sunrise service, our breakfast, or our egg hunt on Easter. However, as I 

recently taught our Confirmation class, the season of Easter lasts for 50 days. And the season of Easter 

brings us hope. Whenever it is that we are able to come together in person again, we will celebrate! Until 

then, stay in communication with one another. Send texts, cards, letters, emails. Pick up the phone and call 

one another.  

If you need help, call on a church friend, or call the office. We’ve already had many offers of people willing 

to go out to get food or medicine and deliver it safely to whoever needs it. If you’re willing to help, contact 

the office and we’ll put your name on our list. I love seeing how many people care for one another! Smile 

and wave as you see others out driving or walking around town – and let’s keep our distance from one 

another so we can all stay safe until this virus has passed us over. And then, we will celebrate!  

You are all in my prayers!  

Pastor Andrea 

                          Our Mission  

                   Worship God who loves us. 

          Share our faith by building relationships. 

          Bring hope to the world we serve. 

Our Vision                        

Worship, Witness, Serve 

   IN OUR PRAYERS:  

                                            Marilyn Martin, Raymond Bull, Elizabeth Carlson, Marla Forsyth, Jace Raines, 

                                            Sheila McGrew, Marsha Argo, Jillian Browne, Gary Beck, Dewey Adams,  

            Coye Crane, and for those whose names are unmentioned. 

            Serving in the Military: Brenden Kolsky, Donavan Russell, Drew Sumner 
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Financial Report from 

Finance Committee:  

 

General Budget  

February 

Tithes & Offerings: 

$23,115.56 

Expenses: $22,890.08 

 

Year To Date 

Jan. 1– Feb. 29 

Tithes & Offerings: 

$38,797.64 

Expenses: $48,431.12 

April Mission 

Happy Birthday 85    

and UP 

Loun Crawford 

  4/12 

Shirley Pfizenmaier

             4/27 

 

 

Morning Class 

Tuesdays & Thursdays  

9 a.m.—10 a.m. 

Evening Class 

Tuesdays & Thursdays  

5:30 p.m.— 6:30 p.m. 

 

April 5th, Palm Sunday 

April 9th, Maundy Thursday 

April 10th, Good Friday 

April 12th, Easter  

United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is the global humanitarian 

aid organization of The United Methodist Church. Their mission is to alleviate 

human suffering with open hearts and minds to all people.  UMCOR works 

through programs that address hunger, poverty, sustainable agriculture, 

international and domestic emergencies, refugee and immigrant concerns, global 

health issues and transitional development. 

Community Church Camp Update 

At this time the committee has suspended 

the in person signups scheduled for April 2 

and 4th at the Common Ground building 

but, continues to accept applications for 

camp scholarships thru their Facebook page 

“community church camp committee” until 

they are told that the church camps have 

been cancelled.  Community Church Camp 

Committee, PO Box 118, CC, KS 67432 

 

 

50 + 

Dan & Bonnie  

Spellman 

04/11 

 

Holy Week & Easter 

The Family Life Center curtains got an  

update this past month.  They were 

cleaned, pressed and hemmed.  Thanks 

Frances Benson and Ruth Ann Johnson 

for giving your time and talents. 

They look great!!! 

CCUMC 

VBS 2020  

May 26-29 

Registration 

Fill out the form 

Find it at: https://tinyurl.com/qo2cqv5  

Or on our church website  

claycenterumc.org 

https://tinyurl.com/qo2cqv5


Looking for an old UMC 

Blue Cookbook to purchase 

or be  donated to a baker in 

need of one.  Let the office 

know if you can help. 

 

 

 

 

Postponed until a  

later date 

Order 

Easter Flowers 

$15 

Easter Flowers 

If you would like to sponsor flowers in memory of or in honor of a loved 

one, please fill out the form below and turn it in to the office by April 5. 

The Silk flowers will remain at the church for use in future years. Cost 

$15 

Name: ________________________ 

In Memory of: ______________________ 

In Honor of: ________________________ 

 

A list will be published in the May Enlightener 

Cub Scout Pack 55  

Cub Scout Pack 55 Pinewood Derby took place for the first time live on 

Facebook without any Scouts or their families present, due to the Covid-

19 virus.  With the help of church members and tech crew, including Al 

Kirtley, Tom Nelson, Dana Bergsten (and two of his granddaughters), and 

Alan Johnson the event went off without a hitch. To view the Pack 

55’s  races  at  www.claycenterumc.org/live-stream/,                                       

https://www.facebook.com/141946529151144/videos/839495889903853/  

or the church Facebook page ClayCenterUMC. 

This is an excellent example of how this community can and will adapt to 

hardships and come out on top.  Congratulations to all of the Cub Scouts 

on their hard work and dedication! 

ATTENTION:  We are searching for a 3rd VBS Director to join our current directors, Nicole Glavan 

& Kayla Kinderknecht.  A director takes part in a monthly meeting in March, April, and May, leading up 

to VBS.  Traditionally, VBS is the final week of May.  VBS directors are expected to be present during VBS 

week, which runs 9-11:45 Tuesday-Friday.  Directors help VBS to run smoothly, but are not asked to teach 

VBS classes.  If interested, please contact Kayla Kinderknecht at 785-675-9201.   

PARENTS:  This year the CCUMC VBS will be held Tuesday, May 26 - Friday, May 29. The meetings 

times are 9:00-11:45 Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday.  Students will have the opportunity to 

take part in a daily bible lesson, craft, music, Discovery/science, recreation, and snack time.  We are very 

excited for this year's theme; "Knights of the North Castle" and hope your child(ren) can join us for VBS!   

Prayer for Freedom from Fear 

“Do not fear, for I am with you; do 

not be afraid, for I am your God. I 

will strengthen you; I will help you; I 

will hold on to you with my righteous 

right hand.” - Isaiah41:10  

Online Meeting Platform-ZOOM 

Stay in touch face to face with 

people.  Sign up is free and they 

have live daily demos, webinars, 

and tutorials and training  

sessions.  

zoom: https://zoom.us/  

http://www.claycenterumc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/141946529151144/videos/839495889903853/


SCRAMBLE  
Cancelled for the month of April. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WILDER AUTO BODY  
Owner Kyle Wilder   

138 Crawford 632-3484   

Complete Auto Body Repair, 

Insurance Claims, 24 Hour  

Towing, Free Estimates 

 

United  
Bank & Trust 

Main Bank– 5th & Lincoln Ave. 

Motor Bank– 726 W. Crawford 

FDIC  Insured  632-3171 

Thank you to our 

Enlightener sponsors 

Wall’s True Value 

Hardware - Television 

Major Appliances - Lumber 

632-2851 

423 Lincoln           Clay Center 

www.wallsscratchndent.com 
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A message from the Scramble Ministry Team: 

“Thank you, church family, for your awesome Hospitality, that is ,your 

friendly and generous reception of friends and strangers who have 

experienced outstanding food and fellowship at Scramble on Wednesday 

evenings! 

Your hospitality has permitted us to share our faith by building relationships 

and by extending the love of Jesus to cooks and diners each week. 

Thank you for encouraging church and community groups to cook Scramble 

meals.  And, thank you for dining as your busy schedules permitted.  Your 

support of Scramble has helped many worthy people and projects.” 

 

Scramble committee members are 

Judy Crymble, Ruth Ann Johnson, Mary Taddiken, Sara Brockman,  

Faun Bauer, Judy Lloyd, Julie Browne, Patti Woodruff, Frances Benson, 

Darcy Blackwood, and Maureen Pfizenmaier. 

 



 

 

 

 

April 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   

 

 

All Events are 

subject to change. 

Check the online 

calendar or call 

the church office 

632.3106 

1 

 

2 

  

3 

    

4 

5 6 7 

 

 

10aTV Channel 20 

 Worship service 

 

 

8 

 

 

6:30 p Finance 

 

         

9 

6p Maundy Thur. 

Online service 

 

 

 

Maundy Thursday 

10 

Good Friday 

11 

 

12  

 

13 14 

  

10aTV Channel 20 

 Worship service 

 

 

15 

 

7p Church Council 

16 

  

 

17 18 

19 20 

 

21 

 9a & 5:30p FFF 

9a Mom 2 Mom 

10aTV Channel 20 

 Worship service 

 

22 

 

6:45a Men’s Morning 

 

7p Staff Parish Rm 2 

 

 

23 

9a & 5:30p FFF 

 

24 25 

26 27 

 

28 

 

9a & 5:30p FFF 

10aTV Channel 20 

 Worship service 

 

 

29 

 

 

30 

9a & 5:30p FFF 

 

  

8:45 Worship online 

10:30 Worship online 

 

Holy Humor Sunday 

 

8:45 Worship online  

10:30 Worship online 

 

8:45 Worship online   

10:30 Worship online 

 

 

FLC– Family Life Center                         
FEL– Fellowship Hall ( basement) 
Cong. Care– Congregation Care Team 
FFF– Faithfully Fit Forever– FLC 
Mom 2 Mom - FEL 
UMW– United Methodist Woman 
Alla Sera– UMW cluster– library 
Home Spun– UMW cluster– Parlor 
C.O.O.L.  W.H.I.P.– UMW cluster Rm 2 

8:45 Worship online 

10:30 Worship online 

 

 



  Note to Prayers & Squares– Thank you so much for the beautiful purple quilt you made specifically for 

me.  It is such a comfort to know that my church family is supporting me and my family during this 

challenging time.  I took my quilt to my first treatment and felt the prayers consume me. Marsha Argo 

 Thank you all for the cards and hugs and sharing of concern after the loss of my son Evan Booth.  A 

special thanks to the ministry team and Prayers & Squares.  Evan’s quilt was on his bed with extra new 

knots and food was in my fridge. Barb Booth 

We are living an unusual moment in time.  It seems that every event, meeting, or service that was on our 

calendars has been canceled or postponed. This is all with good reason, for sure, but it does seem strange – 

almost a bit eerie.   

I was disappointed to have to postpone the scheduled Women’s Bible Study. (It will be rescheduled for a 

later time.)  It is a study by Ann Voskamp entitled One Thousand Gifts.  She shares her experience as she 

was challenged to write down 1,000 things for which she was thankful.  One thousand gifts from God.  She 

really had to dig deep and keep it in the forefront of her mind to complete her list.  But in the end, she was a 

changed person.  She began to live a life aware of her surroundings, seeing the greatness of God all around 

her. I want to be like that! 

If I want to be good at playing the piano, or good at cooking, or whatever it may be, this does not just 

happen because I have a desire for it.  There are a few things that I must put into action.  Prayer is always the 

best place to start.  Then I need to decide that this is going to be a priority in my life, and I need to be 

intentional about it.  And finally, I need to PRACTICE!  Practice. Practice. Practice.  

The same is true when trying to live a life of Thanksgiving.  It too takes prayer, intentionality, and practice.  

It won’t just happen because of my desire.  We must train ourselves to be in a thankful frame of mind. 

As we continue to live through this time of uncertainty, there are so many things to be grateful for. We may 

have to dig a little deeper at times, but we know that God is with us and He loves us. I can think of no 

greater gift.  Now, I only 999 to go.  

         Take care, 

         Marabeth Conner 

With us unable to have in-person worship at the  

church in April, please join us online, on our live 

stream www.claycenterumc.org or on our Facebook 

page Facebook.com/ClayCenterumc. 

Please check the calendar online for upcoming small 

group meetings and future cancellations. 

Local Television Broadcasts 

Our services are offered on our local cable television      

station Eagle-Com. New services are broadcast on          

Eagle-Com every Tuesday. 

Service broadcast schedule on local Channel 20: 

Tuesday – 10:00 a.m. 

Wednesday – 1:00 p.m. 

Thursday – 4:00 p.m. 

Friday – 10:00 p.m. 

Sunday – 7:00 a.m. 

 

Here’s a great idea we heard about! The ELCA 

Youth Ministry team has created a YouTube 

channel called Faith Finder Fun where they post 

videos every day to occupy young people: 

Backyard Mondays, Science Fridays, you get the 

idea. Follow on Facebook: https://

www.facebook.com/faithfinderfun/   

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXlPsIx_Ov1u8Z-QOOCQDrw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXlPsIx_Ov1u8Z-QOOCQDrw
https://www.facebook.com/faithfinderfun/
https://www.facebook.com/faithfinderfun/


 

 

 

 

 

                       March 24, 2020  

 

Dear Clay Center UMC family,                                                                            

We are living in new and uncharted times, with COVID-19, social distancing, and quarantine part of our daily lives. 

Now schools aren’t open, some supplies have been hard to come by, and there are far more questions than answers 

available. I know this time is strange and full of changes, which can lead us to fear. And so it is that I turn to our 

scriptures, wherein God tells us over and over again, “Do not fear.”  

We are not called to fear, but instead we are called to Worship, Witness, and Serve. I believe it is important for us as a 

church to be leaders in this time, to share God’s love by doing what we can. One of the things we can do right now is 

to follow the state governor’s orders to not assemble in groups larger than 10, and to maintain 6 feet of distance be-

tween ourselves and people who do not live in our homes with us. By doing this, we protect those in our community 

who are at the most risk.  

We will continue worshipping together, though not in person through at least the end of April. The governor of 

Kansas has requested that no one gather in groups larger than 10 until then, and so we will do our part by complying 

with that request. We will have worship on our website at claycenterumc.org, and on our Facebook page every Sun-

day. If you do not have internet access, we also have services on Eagle TV channel 20 five times a week. If you don’t 

have access to that, but would instead like a DVD of the service, or a paper guide to follow along at home, please 

contact the church office and we will get that to you each week.  

We can still reach out and care for our community in many ways. Monetary donations are still needed both at the 

church and at Lighthouse to continue to serve our community and those who are most in need. We can call one an-

other, send letters and cards, worship together online through our Facebook page or on our website, and for those of 

us who are healthy and not at-risk we can deliver items to people who cannot (or who should not) go out. We can 

buy items from our local businesses, including carry-out food orders to help our local businesses survive this tough 

time. We can put items in our windows for our neighbors to see as they walk or drive by to let them know that we 

care.  

I realize that we won’t be in person for Palm Sunday or Easter. We will have a big celebration together once we are 

able to meet in person for worship again! We are still the church, even when we aren’t able to be in our building to-

gether. I am praying for each and every one of you, and I encourage you to pray for each other and our community 

as well.  

Our church staff and volunteers are continuing to work hard for our faith community during this time. If you are in 

need of help, or would like to offer help, please contact the church office and we will connect you. If you would like 

specific prayers, or would like to talk to me, please call the office and I will be happy to meet with you over the 

phone, or in person from at least 6 feet away.  

I pray you all stay healthy, and know you are in God’s presence, always.  

Pastor Andrea 


