
The Enlightener:   

December 2019 
 

What brings you joy?  

This Advent, we will be exploring the theme of joy – hopeful joy, loving joy, peaceful joy, 

unabashed joy, incarnate joy, compassionate joy, and even elusive joy. Every Christmas eve, we 

sing “Joy to the world, the Lord is come!” We celebrate with joy because Christ was born – 

God made flesh, just like us.  

This season can be overwhelming sometimes, with too much to do, too many responsibilities, 

and high emotions, both good and bad. Our theme of joy will encompass all of those and more. 

We know joy because we also know sadness, pain, and disappointment. This season, I pray that 

you will come to find joy in some form. I also urge you this season to take a step back and evaluate what does 

bring you joy – and make sure that you do at least one thing each week this Advent that brings you joy. And I 

encourage you to take time to thank God for that joy too. Then join us Christmas eve, and share in the joy of 

worship with your church family.    - Pastor Andrea 

December Sermon Series 

Heaven and Nature Sing: 300 Years of Joy to the World  

Blue Christmas 

Thursday, December 19 at 7:30 pm in the Sanctuary 

For some of us, the Christmas season seems anything but joyful. If you are struggling to find joy this season, or if you are 

grieving this is a service for you. Join us for our Blue Christmas service - Elusive Joy - as we embrace all the depths of life's 

emotions. 

Feel free to stick around for refreshments in the parlor after the service. 

"Joy to the World,” a beloved Christmas classic, turns 300 this year. Composer 

Isaac Watt’s interpretation of Psalm 98 invites us to sing a “new song”- and it is a 

powerful cosmic performance of all creation being renewed and freed.  Rather than 

“joy” being yet another work for “happiness”, we will discover that the depths of 

joy can be found especially in the midst of suffering, the work of justice, and the 

presence of compassion -all part of the coming of Jesus to this world and a message 

the world still so desperately needs. 

December 1 “Prepare Him Room: 

 Hopeful  Joy” 

December 8 “Repeat the Sounding  Joy 

 Loving Joy” 

December 15 “Make the Blessings 

 Known: Unabashed Joy” 

December 22 “Make the Nations Prove:     

 Peaceful Joy” 

December 24 “The Lord is Come: 

 Incarnate Joy” 

Let’s read Gospel of Luke as an entire conference during Advent  

 

The daily devotion will take on a little different look during the days of Advent, 

which start Sunday, Dec. 1. 

Starting that Sunday and each day through Dec. 24, the conference is asking 

United Methodists across Kansas and Nebraska to read one chapter from this 

beloved Gospel per day. The daily devotion (subscribe for free 

at www.greatplainsumc.org/subscribe) will provide a reminder of that day’s 

chapter, several verses on which to focus for further reflection, a couple of 

questions for you to consider as you reflect, and a brief prayer. 

You’ll be asked to share some words of reflection and/or images that share your 

thoughts on that day’s chapter from Luke, with the hashtag #GPUMCAdvent 

for you to use as you share those thoughts to Facebook, Twitter or Instagram. 

Our goal is to have as many people as possible from as many backgrounds, ages 

and locations as possible join in as we read and share together. 
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Financial Report from 

Finance Committee:  

General Budget  

October 

Tithes & Offerings: 

$23,112.29 

Expenses: $25,404.14 

Year To Date 

January 1 -  October 31 

Tithes & Offerings: 

$215.997.54 

Expenses: $241.805.19 

IN OUR PRAYERS: Marilyn Martin, Raymond Bull, Elizabeth Carlson, Marla Forsyth, Jace Raines,  

Evan Booth, Eileen Regier, Coye Crane, Mike McMahan and for those whose names are unmentioned.  

Dear Lord, for you know & love them.  

Studying Abroad: Jaden Wilcoxson 

December Mission 

Happy Birthday 85 and Up 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pat Simmons                   12/4 

JoAnn Bauer          12/6 

Irene Sharp          12/8 

Don Frazier                    12/14 

Oneita Evans         12/14 

Dee Germann                12/24 

Onette Shannon            12/27 

Marilyn Martin              12/31 

 

 

Winter break starting  12/10 

Morning Class 

Tuesday & Thursdays  

9 a.m.—10 a.m. 

Evening Class 

Tuesday & Thursdays  

5:30 p.m.— 6:30 p.m. 

Happy Anniversary 50 

years+ 

12/18 Jim & Peggy     

 Schulze 

12/26 William & Ruth 

 Lindsay  

EmberHope, formerly Youthville, is a nonprofit, faith based agency providing 

infrastructure and support to inspire hope in thousands of at-risk youth and families 

each year through their programs: counseling, independent living and residential and 

foster care. The programs focus on the needs of the individual to spark change and 

improve lives. EmberHope is an affiliate of the Great Plains United Methodist 

SCRAMBLE 

December 4  CCARE Soup Supper    

December 11  Wesleyan—Awana 

Chili, Chicken Noodle, Potato Soup  

December 18   Communicators   

Ham & Potato Casserole 

The church office will be closed 

on the following days. 

Wednesday, December 25 

Wednesday, January 1 

No Choir practice on:  

 December 18th & 25th 

Technology Campaign Update 

Thank you so much to those of you who have pledged or given to the Technology 

Campaign! We have raised $16,765 in giving and pledges toward this project so far, 

and have purchased new projectors for the Family Life Center. We still need 

another $18,000 in order to purchase the new cameras and equipment to make the 

cameras work. Please prayerfully consider giving toward this project, as we seek to 

continue to reach out to our world through our video ministry.  

Readiness 360 
Our team continues to work hard, as we work to define our church vision and 

mission. We have some very exciting things in the works for January as we will 

unveil our vision and mission statements, and our new church logo!  

We would like to invite you to our workshop the afternoon of Sunday, January 19 

led by Rev. Linda Louderback. We will provide lunch as we teach our ministry 

leaders (that’s everyone!) about our vision and how to implement it within all areas 

in the church.  
 

Some statistics from our CCUMC survey 

89% of people have found that hard work and financial sacrifice pays off richly in 

spiritual fruit.  

82% of our church moves with a sense that it is sent to share something of eternal 

value with the world.  

85% of our congregation think in terms of the church’s mission more than “what’s 

in it for them” personally.  



It is fun to see the Youth Group as they attend Scramble and to hear 

them around the church as they have their lesson time and 

recreation.  The month of November has been a month of Missions for 

the kids.  They spent a Sunday afternoon raking the leaves of some of 

our members that needed a bit of help.  They also spent some time at the 

Lighthouse for Christ and helped them move some boxes and organize 

for the Christmas Season.  They finished up the month by shopping and 

filling boxes for Operation Christmas Child and helping to assemble the 

big Christmas tree in the sanctuary.  Our kids have busy schedules, but 

they are making Youth Group a priority.  We are grateful for them and 

pray for them as they live out their faith in church and school.  

the old oak tree 

It started as a seed,  

something so small  

it could easily fit in my pocket.  

 

Today it came down 

toppling over with a mighty thud 

that shook me at my desk 

and roused me from my seat.  

What calamity had happened,  

to cause such a tremor?  

 

I looked and saw 

the old gnarled thing 

laying in pieces across the lawn 

the dust still settling.  

 

I pause a moment 

saying a silent prayer 

Of grief –  

for the loss of its magnificent, 

old life.  

What things has it seen?  

The tales it could tell.  

Of thanksgiving – 

for the shade it provided 

the food for the squirrels 

the home for so many creatures 

the memories created under its 

branches 

Of rebirth –  

for the splendor of the wood it 

now provides 

to be remade, reformed, 

repurposed 

the students who will learn as 

they reshape this beautiful body  

like a caterpillar turns into a 

butterfly  

I spy an acorn,  

laying among the debris 

a sign of hope for things to come.  

 

Rev. Andrea Beyer 

November 1, 2019  

RANDOM ACTS OF HOLIDAY KINDNESS 

 

Upcoming Christmas Activities 

December 15 -4:30p The Story of Christmas, Kid’s Program—Sanctuary 

 5:30p Annual Family Christmas Dinner— FLC 

   Turkey & Ham and all the trimmings, dessert bar 

December 24 -5:30pm Christmas-Eve Pot-Luck Dinner—FLC 

Power Pack/& Adventurers 
 

Approximately 25 children are enjoying Power Pack and Adventurers 

after school each week.  They continue to take part in mission 

opportunities, such as creating beautiful pictures that were delivered to 

nursing home residents.  This program is a way to reach all children as 

they learn more about the love of Jesus in their daily lives.   

Simple ways to spread kindness 

1 Deliver dinner to a neighbor. 

2. 

Pay for coffee or lunch for the person behind you 

in the drive-thru. 

3. 

Return a stray cart to the corral at the grocery 

store. 

4. Shop for toys or winter coats for children in need. 

5. Buy extra groceries for the local food bank. 

6. 

Donate children’s books to a pediatrician’s office 

or hospital waiting room. 

7. 

Help kids make holiday greeting cards for 

residents at a local senior center. 

8. 

Fill out a comment card at a restaurant 

complimenting an employee who was helpful. 

9. Send a note of appreciation to a coworker. 

10. 

Buy extra pet food and drop it off at an animal 

shelter. 



December 2019 
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

1 

 

 

2 

3:30p Adv. 

 

3 

9a & 5:30p FFF 

9a Mom 2 Mom 

9:15a Cong. Care 

6:45p Trustees 

4 

3:30p Power Pack 

*4:30p Alla Sera 

5:00p Scramble 

6:00p R360 Library 

**6:15 Youth Group 

6:30p Choir Practice 

7:15p Praise Practice 

5 

9a & 5:30p 

Last FFF 

 

6 7 

8 

 

9 

 

10 

 

 

11 

6:45a Men’s Morning 

5:30p Scramble 

6p R360 Library 

**6:15p Youth Group 

Practice /Party  

6:30p Choir Practice 

12 

 

13 

9:30a 

Home 

Spun 

 

14 

15 16 

2p Prayer  

Ministry  

 

17 

9a Mom 2 Mom 

1pm assemble 

Cookie Plates  

 

Articles for Jan.  

18 

*5:30p C.O.O.L.W.H.I.P. 

5:30p Scramble 

7:15p Praise Practice 

19 

7:30 Blue  

Christmas      

Service 

20 21 

22 23 

 

 

24 

 

4:30p Christmas 

Eve Service 

5:30p Potluck 

7p Christmas Eve 

Service 

 

25 

Church office Closed 

 

26 

Church office 

Closed 

27 28 

29 30 

 

31 

New Year’s Eve 

Office closed at 3p 

Jan 1 

Church office closed 

FLC - Family Life 

Center 

FEL - Fellowship Hall 

(basement) 

Cong. Care - 

Congregational Care 

Team 

UMW - United 

Methodist Women 

FFF - Faithfully Fit 

Forever 

Alla Sera - 

UMW Cluster 

*C.O.O.L. 

W.H.I.P. - 

UMW Cluster 

*Home Spun 

- UMW 

Cluster 

Adv.– 1-3 rd 

graders 

*Youth 

Group - 

HS, 

meet in 

Youth 

Room.          

MS - 

Meet in 

Fellows

hip Hall 

graders 

December 2019 
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

1 

 

8:45a The Way Service 

9:30a Sunday School 

10:30a Sanctuary 

Worship 

2 

3:30p Adv. 

 

3 

9a & 5:30p FFF 

9a Mom 2 Mom 

9:15a Cong. Care 

6:45p Trustees 

4 

3:30p Power Pack 

*4:30p Alla Sera 

5:00p Scramble 

6:00p R360 Library 

**6:15 Youth Group 

6:30p Choir Practice 

7:15p Praise Practice 

5 

9a & 5:30p 

Last FFF 

 

6 7 

8 

8:45a The Way Service 

9:30a Sunday School 

10:30a Sanctuary 

Worship 

9 

 

10 

 

 

 12 

 

13 

9:30a 

Home 

Spun 

 

14 

15 Poinsettia orders due 

8:45a The Way Service 

9:30a Sunday School 

10:30a Sanctuary 

Worship 

4:30 Christmas program 

Dinner following/FLC 

16 

2p Prayer  

Ministry  

 

17 

9a Mom 2 Mom 

1pm assemble 

Cookie Plates  

 

Articles for Jan.  

18 

*5:30p C.O.O.L.W.H.I.P. 

5:30p Scramble 

7:15p Praise Practice 

19 

7:30 Blue  

Christmas      

Service 

20 21 

22 

8:45a The Way Service 

9:30a Sunday School 

10:30a Sanctuary 

Worship 

23 

 

 

24 

 

4:30p Christmas 

Eve Service 

5:30p Potluck 

7p Christmas Eve 

Service 

 

25 

Church office Closed 

 

26 

Church office 

Closed 

27 28 

29 

8:45a The Way Service 

9:30a Sunday School 

10:30a Sanctuary 

Worship 

30 

 

31 

New Year’s Eve 

Office closed at 3p 

Jan 1 

Church office closed 

FLC - Family Life 

Center 

FEL - Fellowship Hall 

(basement) 

Cong. Care - 

Congregational Care 

Team 

UMW - United 

Methodist Women 

FFF - Faithfully Fit 

Forever 

Alla Sera - 

UMW Cluster 

*C.O.O.L. 

W.H.I.P. - 

UMW Cluster 

*Home Spun 

- UMW 

Cluster 

Adv.– 1-3 rd 

graders 

*Youth 

Group - 

HS, 

meet in 

Youth 

Room.          

MS - 

Meet in 

Fellows

hip Hall 

graders 



Between the Bible Study and Sunday School lessons that I have been studying the past month, two things have really 

stood out to me.  First, everyone is going through “stuff.” We all have heavy hearts for one reason or another. There 

are losses, relationship issues, health concerns, and a variety of other things that each one of us are experiencing at 

this very moment.  We offer up our prayers in these times and often ask for things to change –for healing to take 

place. Sometimes situations will get better, but sometimes, honestly, they won’t. Maybe there comes a point when 

our prayers need to turn from please “change this situation” to please “change me.”   
 

The second thing is that when God asks us to do something, He will equip us with everything that we need to carry 

it through.  He will not lay something on your heart and then leave you without the necessary tools to accomplish 

it.  He would never do that. He wants us to succeed. He loves us and has confidence in us and in the abilities that he 

has given each one of us.   
 

As we enter this time of Advent, it is my prayer that we lay our “mess” at the foot of the cross and ask God to change 

our hearts in a way that we glorify him through every bit of it.  May we remember that he has already equipped us 

with everything that we need to make it through.   

A special thank you to our Advent Wreath skit and video team! Thank you for giving of your time and talents to 

create such a fun Advent for our church.  

Ashley Skinner, Rowan Rusert, Benny Wallace, Sharon Beems, Larry Wilcoxon,  

and Matt Weller, Videographer and Editor 

Poinsettia Order Form 

To sponsor a Poinsettia for this Christmas season, please fill out the order form below. The cost is $15. 

Please mark a location for your sponsored Poinsettia to be placed.  Forms are due 12/15/19. 

From:____________________________________________________ 

In Memory of:_____________________________________________ 

FLC 

Sanctuary 

 

 

Adventurers 

Doing a lesson on Table 

Manners just in time for 

Thanksgiving  Dinner. 

Youth Group 

Youth assembling Operation Christmas 

Child Shoeboxes 

Having their lesson time before going 

to the Tasty Pastry Bakery 



The Enlightener 
Clay Center United Methodist Church  -  Pastor Andrea Beyer 

921 5th Street  -  P.O. Box 118  -  Clay Center, Kansas 67432-2509    

   Phone 785-632-3106  -  Email: churchoffice@claycenterumc.org  -  Web site: 

www.claycenterumc.org 

 

Wall’s True Value 

Hardware - Television 

Major Appliances - Lumber 

632-2851y Center 

www.wallsscratchndent.com 

SCRAMBLE  

Our weekly Wednesday evening meal, 5:30-6:30 pm 

December 4 -  CCARE (5-7 pm) 

Soup Supper 

December 11– Wesleyan –AWANA 

Chili, chicken noodle, potato soup & dessert 

December 18– Communicators 

Ham & potato casserole 

December 25 - NO SCRAMBLE 

Merry Christmas  

Thank you to our 

Enlightener sponsors 

WILDER AUTO BODY 

Owner Kyle Wilder 

138 Crawford 632-3484 

Complete Auto Body Repair 

Insurance Claims, 24 Hour 

Towing, Free Estimates 


