
The Enlightener: 

October 2019 
 

 As I sit down to write this newsletter article today, I am filled with thanks. I am 

thankful for being a part of this church, and this community here in Clay Center.  

 I am continually in awe with how amazing this community really is. Right now 

the Community “Gather For Good” Match Day event is going on, and I’ve seen so 

much traffic through my office window of people heading down that way to give. I 

know all the different ministries and community agencies are so thankful for all you 

do as a community. We are also gearing up for Piotique, with an amazing line-up of events and activities. 

The list of things going on at Piotique is a lot longer than it was last year!  It is so great to see so many 

people and to have so much support for our community.  

 I am also thankful for all of you who have turned in your Celebration of Giving, Sharing my Gifts, 

and Family Life Center technology update pledges. Your amazing generosity allows us to continue to be 

the church – it takes all of us pitching in and doing what we can to share the love of Christ with our 

community and the world. Our finance committee will be sitting down to draft a budget for ministry for 

2020, and it will be so great to see all we do and know how many more lives we can impact in the year to 

come.  

 In the past few weeks we’ve also had several new members joining the church, along with a few 

baptisms. This is one of my favorite parts of being a pastor – watching people come together and commit 

their lives to Christ, and vow to be a part of Christ through CCUMC. This doesn’t happen without all of 

October & November Sermon Series 

Have you ever wondered why we say the Apostle’s Creed every Sunday? What does it even mean 

anyway? We Believe is a six-week sermon series exploring the Apostles’ Creed as a framework for 

Christian belief. The creed is not a checklist of things that one has to agree with in order to be a 

Christian. It is the place where we begin our conversation about what we believe God has done in Jesus 

October 20 - November 24, 2019 

October 20 - God 

October 27 - Jesus 

November 3 - The Church: The Communion of Saints 

November 10 - Holy Spirit 

November 17 - The Forgiveness of Sins 

November 24 - Resurrection and Life Everlasting 
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Financial Report from 
Finance Committee:  

General Budget  
August 

Tithes & Offerings: 
$23,769.64 

Expenses: $22,463.87 

Year To Date 
January 1 -  August 31 

Tithes & Offerings: 
$165,165.54 

IN OUR PRAYERS: Marilyn Martin, Raymond Bull, Elizabeth Carlson, Marla Forsyth, Jace Raines, 

Evan Booth, and for those whose names are unmentioned. Dear Lord, for you know & love them.  

Studying Abroad: Jaden Wilcoxson 

Serving in the Military:  Brenden Kolsky 

October Mission 

Happy Birthday 85 and Up 

 

 

 

 

Jack Blackwood  10/2 

Betty Spellman  10/5 

Lois Eggerman  10/8 

Virginia Starkweather 10/11 

Dick Parker               10/16 

Dorothy Friesen-Bauer  10/17 

Dorothy Beswick        10/31 

 

 

All are invited to join! 

Morning Class 

Tuesday & Thursdays  

9 a.m.—10 a.m. 

Evening Class 

Happy Anniversary 
50 years+ 

Herb & L’Jeane Mugler 
10/10    61 years 

K-State Wesley is a campus ministry of the United Methodist Church on 

the K-State campus open to young adults in the Manhattan area, not just 

KSU students. Their purpose is to reach out to young people through 

friendship and hospitality and become a community based on Jesus 

Christ. Funds we collect will go towards supporting this ministry.  

“When God Doesn’t Fix It – Learning to 

Walk in God’s Plan Instead of Our Own” 

is a five week study, written by Grammy 

Award Winner Laura Story.  She shows 

that while God may not fix every broken 

thing in our lives, he will lead us to a place 

where we are better because of it.   

  

This study will be held on Tuesdays at 

10:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m., October 22 

through November 19.  To register,  

sign-up at one of the bulletin boards in the 

church or contact Marabeth Conner at the 

church office (632-3106) or e-mail her at 

churchcoor@claycenterumc.org 

Child-care will be provided upon request. 

Woman’s Bible Study Opportunity 

When: Sunday, October 27, 2019 

Time:  4:00 p.m. 

Where: Clay Center UMC  

Missing from the 

Quilt Room 

A stack of unfinished 

blocks with blue 

sashing fabric. If you 

have any information, 

please contact Frances 

Benson, (785) 447-2279. 

The Torchlighters’ Sunday School Class will be 

representing our church at Halloween Howl 

(the annual downtown trunk-or-treat event). If 

you would like to donate a sack of individually wrapped candy or gum, we 

would be glad to distribute it to our community’s little princesses, ghosts, 

cowboys, and goblins. Donations can be left in the church office anytime 

between now and Sunday, October 27
th

. If you don’t want to shop for candy, 

monetary donations are also being accepted! 

2019 Church Conference 

Church Conference is our annual  

church business meeting led by our 

District Superintendent, joined by our 

Network UM Churches. All members 

are encouraged to attend and vote.  

Halloween Howl 

mailto:churchcoor@claycenterumc.org


We took part of the Clay Center Community Improvement Foundation's Gather for Good match day 

event. The foundation is providing matching funds for donations made on that day. We were blessed with  

$8,618.95 as a result of the event. This is funding for about 28 youth to go to summer church camp. What 

an impact this single event has on our efforts! We will be operating the inflatables at Piotique so that is 

another opportunity to support the mission.  

Community Church Camp Committee, P.O. Box 118, Clay Center, Ks. 67432 

Barrett & Stacie Long 
Keith, Kate & Mark Hoffman 

Rowan Rusert 

Allison Sumner 

Daughter of: 

 Drew & Haley Sumner 

Laura Hoffman 

Daughter of: 

Keith & Kate Hoffman 

Our team continues to work with our R360 coach in processing the details of the results of our 

congregational survey. While we work, we want to highlight just a few celebrations that we learned from 

the survey.  

82% of our congregation report meeting the living Christ at some point in their life. 

85% of our church focuses on God’s abundance, not on our lack of resources. 

83% of people report experiencing a sense of common humanity with people who are different than 

themselves. 

Thank you again for all your work in taking this survey! We have learned a lot and it helps us as we plan 

for the future – 2020 is around the corner, let’s approach it with 20/20 vision!  

Your R360 Committee 

R360 Committee  



October 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

9a & 5:30p FFF 

9:15a Cong. Care 

6:45p Trustees 

2 

3:30-5p Power Pack 

*4:30p Alla Sera 

5:30p Scramble 

**6:15p Youth Group 

6:30p Choir Practice 

6:30p Finance Meeting 

7:15 Praise Practice 

3 

9a & 5:30p FFF 

4 5 

6 7 

3:30-5p  

Adventurers 

8 

9a & 5:30p FFF 

9-11a Mom 2 Mom 

9 

6:45a Men’s Morning 

3:30-5p Power Pack 

5:30p Scramble 

6p R360 Meeting 

**6:15p Youth Group 

6:30p Choir Practice 

7p Church Council 

10 

9a & 5:30p FFF 

11 

*9:30a 

HomeSpun 

12 

 

 

6:30p 

FLC 

13 14 

3:30-5p  

Adventurers 

15 

9a & 5:30p FFF 

16 

3:30-5p Power Pack 

*5:30p C.O.O.L.W.H.I.P. 

5:30p Scramble 

NO Youth Group 

6:30p Choir Practice 

7:15p Praise Practice 

 

17 

9a & 5:30p FFF 

18 19 

20  

Mad for Plaid Sunday!  

Wear your plaid. 

21 

2p Prayer  

Ministry 

3:30-5p  

Adventurers 

22 

9a & 5:30p FFF 

9-11a Mom 2 Mom 

10a & 6p Women’s 

Bible Study 

23 

6:45a Men’s Morning 

3:30-5p Power Pack 

5p UMW Exec. Meet. 

5:30p Scramble 

**6:15p Youth Group 

6:30p Choir Practice 

7:15p Praise Practice 

24 

9a & 5:30p FFF 

25 26 

27 28 

3:30-5p  

Adventurers 

29 

9a & 5:30p FFF 

10a & 6p Women’s 

Bible Study 

30 

3:30-5p Power Pack 

5:30p Scramble 

**6:15p Youth Group 

6:30p Choir Practice 

7:15p Praise Practice 

31 

        Happy  
    Halloween 

9a & 5:30p FFF 

3-5p Downtown 

Halloween Howl 

& Trunk-or-Treat 

 

  

  

8:45a The Way Service 

9:30a Sunday School 

10:30a Sanctuary Worship 

6:30p Movie Night - FLC  

8:45a The Way Service 

9:30a Sunday School 

10:30a Sanctuary Worship 

Youth to Vala Pumpkin  

Patch 

 

8:45a The Way Service 

9:30a Sunday School 

10:30a Sanctuary Worship 

4:30p Bonfire Blast 

8:45a The Way Service 

9:30a Sunday School 

10:30a Sanctuary Worship 

4:00p Church Conference 

      Annual Business 

      meeting. Members are 

      encouraged to attend.  

 

FLC - Family Life Center 

FEL - Fellowship Hall (basement) 

Cong. Care - Congregational Care Team 

UMW - United Methodist Women 

FFF - Faithfully Fit Forever 

**Youth Group - HS, meet in Youth Room.  

            MS - Meet in Fellowship Hall 

*Alla Sera - UMW Cluster 

*C.O.O.L.W.H.I.P. - UMW Cluster 

*HomeSpun - UMW Cluster 

Adventurers is our 

afterschool program 

for 1st-3rd Graders.  

Power Pack is our 

afterschool program 

for 4th & 5th 

Graders.  



Our church does so many things to share the love of Christ with others, not just for our church 

and community but for our country and around the world.   This was evident with the dedication 

and enthusiasm for Numana. We truly have a heart for missions.   

 

What is Numana?  Numana, Inc. is an international hunger relief organization based in El Dorado, 

Kansas.  Since 2009 they have packaged more than 40 million meals that have served the hungry 

around the world.  Their goal is to empower others to serve the hungry.  They facilitate food 

packaging events as volunteers come to serve in an assembly line, packaging simple, nutritious 

meals.  The cost of each life-sustaining meal is only 30 cents!  Volunteers measure the ingredients, 

scoop them into meal bags, weigh and seal the bags, and box the finished product.  The boxes are 

then loaded on to trucks to prepare for international shipping. 

 

We set a goal of raising $5,000, giving us the opportunity to package 16,666 meals.  That goal was 

met and exceeded with our biggest fund-raiser being the Kid’s Bake Sale!  Our goal of having 100 

volunteers was also exceeded.  There were 105 people ranging in age from 4 to 84 working the 

assembly line! 

 

I cannot think of a better way for our congregation to come together for a common mission than 

through Numana. Thank you to each and every person that gave time and money to make this 

project a success!  It truly takes each person and every dollar to pull this off.   

 

I am certain that every Numana volunteer left the church Sunday afternoon with a full heart.  

Great job CCUMC!  You did an amazing thing and you are making a difference in the world! 

 

Blessings to you all, 

Marabeth 

 

P.S.  Plans are already in the works for Numana Sunday 2020! 

October is 

PASTOR APPRECIATION MONTH 

Pastor Andrea has been with us for a little 

over a year now.  We know that the Clay 

Center United Methodist Church is where 

God wants her and her family to be and we 

are blessed.   

With October being Pastor Appreciation 

Month, this is an ideal time for each one of 

us to show our appreciation to Pastor 

Andrea for her commitment to God, the 

ministry, and to the people of this church.   

Be creative in your expression of thanks.  

Even the smallest of gesture can bring joy. 

Show your appreciation, especially this 

month. 

From: Staff Parish Relations Committee 

The kids of the church did their part in raising 

funds for the Numana Project. They hosted a Bake 

Sale and many of the goodies were made by the kids 

themselves!! Through the generosity of our church 

family, they were able to raise $971.37, which went 

a long way in helping us reach our goal! Thanks to 

all who purchased a treat from the kids!  

Kid’s Bake Sale 2019 



DON’T MISS THESE EVENTS  

The After School Programs are a special 

time for the kids, with Bible Lessons, 

Crafts, Snacks and fun games, created 

especially for their age! Adventurers is 

for those in 1st, 2nd & 3rd Grade. They 

meet each Monday from 3:30-5:00 p.m. 

The church van picks up the children at 

Lincoln School. Power Pack is for 4th & 

5th Graders. They meet each Wednesday 

from 3:30-5:00 p.m. and walk to the 

church from Garfield School. These 

programs are led by Payton Conner. She 

can be contacted at 785-447-1439 if you 

have any questions. It is a great time!! 

Invite a friend!!  

After School Program 

Movie Night:  

October 6th  

Game Night:  

October 12th  

Bonfire Blast:  

October 20th  



The Youth Group is trying something new this year. They 

are meeting on Wednesday evenings at the church for their 

weekly gatherings. Those that can, are joining for a meal at 

Scramble and then heading down for the lesson and 

recreation. So far, it has proven to be a positive move for 

the group.  The Youth Group is putting together a simple 

Envelope Fund Raiser. The board will be located in the 

entries of the church and will be available from October 

13
th

 through November 17
th

. Each envelope will have a 

number from 1 – 100 on it. If you choose to take part, you 

will pick the envelope you wish, fill it with that amount of money and put it in the offering plate 

or leave it at the church office. These funds will be used to pay for the kid’s Scramble meals, 

purchase curriculum, and support the activities of the group. This month, they are planning a trip 

to Gretna, Nebraska to experience the Vala’s Pumpkin Patch and Apple Orchard. The Youth 

Group leaders this year are Kate Henry, Arica Hays, and Mike & Marsha Argo.  

NUMANA 

September 22, 2019 
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WILDER AUTO BODY  

Owner Kyle Wilder   

138 Crawford 632-3484   

Complete Auto Body Repair, 

Insurance Claims, 24 Hour  

 
Thank you to our 

Enlightener sponsors 

Wall’s True Value 

Hardware - Television 

Major Appliances - Lumber 

632-2851 

SCRAMBLE  
(Our weekly Wednesday evening meal, 5:30-6:30 p.m.) 

October 2 - LINCOLN PEP 
Spaghetti Dinner 

October 9 - QUILT GUILD 
Sloppy Joes 

October 16 - LEGION RIDERS (5-7) 

Spaghetti Dinner  

October 23 - BENEFIT FOR DONNA FLETCHER (5-7) 

Pulled Pork Dinner  

October 30 - CCARE 

Tacos/Taco Salad  


