
The Enlightener:   

September 2019 
 We have so much going on in the life of the church as we come into fall – 

and I’m excited!  

 We are kicking off our annual stewardship campaign this month, where we 

remember that all we have comes to us as a gift from God and we are given an 

opportunity to pledge to give back to God a portion of what we have, both of our 

earnings and of our time and talents.  

 We are also launching a small Capital Campaign project to update some of 

our church technology for our video ministry. I’ve learned that our video ministry 

is over 40 years old now, and it has gone through many changes over the years. 

Technology has changed so much since this ministry started and continues to change and adapt 

regularly. Our church was on the cutting edge of video ministry, reaching out to people who can’t 

attend in person for one reason or another and keeping our members connected when they are 

nearby or far away. It is time for another update of that system, and unfortunately, the items we 

need aren’t cheap. We are so blessed to have volunteers who are capable of doing the work for us, so 

we only have to pay for the cost of the items we need.  

 Speaking of amazing volunteers, we could use some fresh faces in our video ministry 

department. Al Kirtley, leader of our tech and video ministries, is happy to train new volunteers to 

keep the ministry going for many more years to come.  

 I’m also part of a team meeting every other week with a coach to learn about what our R360 

survey results mean for CCUMC. We are working diligently to unpack the vast quantities of 

information the survey gathered, and to come up with a plan for helping our church become even 

stronger than we are now. Thank you all for your participation in the survey, and for your patience 

as we work and plan.  

We also have all of our usual fall ministries starting up again, and I’m excited to see the building full 

of people most days of the week as we seek to be the hands and feet of Christ for the world.  

Upcoming Sermons 

 “Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 

requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 

hearts and your minds." - Phil 4:6-7  

The sense that there is not enough drives greed, fear and exclusionary behavior. We begin to live in "Scare 

City" where it seems that death, starvation, feelings of being overwhelmed and swallowed up can lurk 

around every corner. The Good News is that this is an illusion. A spiritual journey into the truth of 

abundance of all that we need offers us an alternative vision of where to live our lives. This series will 

September 8  “Towers of Power”   Genesis 11:1-9 

September 15 “Around Every Corner”  Isaiah 41:10 

September 22 “The Other Side of the Tracks” Acts 15:8-9 

September 29 “Altars Everywhere”   1 Timothy 6:18-19 
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Financial Report from 

Finance Committee:  

General Budget  

July 

Tithes & Offerings: 

$19,239.30 

Expenses: $22,167.84 

Year To Date 

January 1 -  July 31 

Tithes & Offerings: 

$141,395.90 

IN OUR PRAYERS: Marilyn Martin, Raymond Bull, Elizabeth Carlson, Marla Forsyth, Jace Raines, 

Jack Boggs, and Peggy Boggs. and for those whose names are unmentioned. Dear Lord, for you know 

& love them. Serving in the Military:  Brenden Kolsky 

September Mission 

Happy Birthday 85 and Up 

 

 

 

Gary Beck   9/8 

Lorene Peterson 9/11 

NUMANA 

Sunday, September 22 

NUMANA 

Goal of $5,000   16,666 meals 

We did it last year, we can do it again!  

100 volunteers (all ages!) are needed, so please sign up on the list posted 

on the bulletin board or contact Marabeth Conner.  

Plan to support the Kids Bake Sale on Sunday, September 8th. Those 

funds go to this project! Another way to help is by the “Fund a Box” 

challenge, which is $65.00 for 216 meals!  

Your Support is Needed –  

 We are kicking off a capital campaign in conjunction with our annual 

stewardship campaign this September to update the Family Life Center 

audio/visual equipment. The equipment in the FLC is 25 years old as it came 

from the sanctuary when the FLC was built in 2002. This causes problems as 

it does not work well with today’s technology. 

 Between Facebook and our Live Stream on the website, we average 

over 50 people tuning in to worship with us each week online – not to 

mention the many who join us on Eagle or Twin Valley cable TV. This is a 

vital ministry of our church as it allows our own members to stay connected 

when they cannot attend in person, and it reaches many people outside of 

our own congregation as well. We need to update our technology so that we 

can continue this ministry for many years to come.  

 We need to raise $35,000 to replace this equipment. This works out to 

about $200 per adult who attends worship each Sunday. We hope to have this 

money raised within a year or less so that we can get new video cameras, new 

projectors, new video switching equipment, and related pieces updated by 

this time next year or sooner.  

 We are asking you to please prayerfully consider and pledge for both 

your annual stewardship giving and for the technology updates above and 

beyond your regular tithe/pledge.  

Thank you!  

Faithfully Fit is Back!!  

Starting September 10th 

All are invited to join us for 

fun, motivation and healthy 

movement with bodies our 

Lord has given us  

to care for. 

Morning Class 

Led by Koralea Slagle and 

Susan Beck.  

Tuesday & Thursdays  

9 a.m.—10 a.m. 

Evening Class 

Led by Donna Klein and 

Ruth Johnson  

Tuesday & Thursdays  

5:30 p.m.— 6:30 p.m. 



2019 Membership Class 

September 15, 11:30 am to 1:30 pm with Childcare provided. 

Are you interested in becoming a member here at CCUMC, or do you have questions about what 

becoming a member of the church means? Join us for Lunch with the Pastor on September 15 

from 11:30-1:30 where we will get to know one another and talk about what it means to be a 

member at CCUMC. Please contact the church office by email at churchoffice@claycenterumc.org 

or call 632-3106 if you have questions or if you would like to attend.  

Prayers for USD379 staff, parents and of course our STUDENTS as school starts again. This is also the beginning 

of our 2020 summer church camp campaign. We ended the 2019 camp year with a fund balance, mainly because of 

the community's support of the "Gather for Good" match day event by the Clay Center Community 

Improvement Foundation last September. Which means, we could have funded a few more than the 107 applicants 

we had this year. The event is happening again on September 19th and we will be there. We are also operating 

inflatables at Piotique on Sept. 28. We ask for your continued support AND your help attracting even more 

students. All who go, come home changed by the opportunity to meet and share Jesus' love, just ask any previous 

camper. But, they would not have been there without YOU. Let's send at least 120 USD379 students in 2020.  

Community Church Camp Committee, PO Box 133, Clay Center, Ks. 67432 

Thank you to the Special Events 

Committee for putting together 

another spectacular event! The 2nd 

Annual Mexican Fiesta was a success! 



September 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 

Labor Day 

Church  

Office Closed 

3 

9:15a Cong. Care 

6:45p Trustees 

4 

4:30p Alla Sera** 

5:30p Scramble 

5:30p Numana Meeting 

6:15p Youth Group* 

7:15p Praise Practice 

 

5 6 7 

8 9 10 

9a Mom 2 Mom 

9a & 5:30p FFF  

11 

6:45a Men’s Morning 

5:30p Scramble 

6:00p R360 Meeting 

6:15p Youth Group* 

7:15p Praise Practice 

 

 

12 

9a & 5:30p FFF  

13 

9:30a 

Homespun 

(UMW 

Cluster) 

14 

6:30p 

FLC 

15 16 

2p 

Prayer Team 

3:30p 

Adventurers 

17 

9a & 5:30p FFF  

2p CPR Class 

6:30p CPR Class 

18 

3:30p PowerPack 

5:30p C.O.O.L.W.H.I.P.** 

5:30p Scramble 

6:15p Youth Group* 

6:30p Choir Practice 

7:15p Praise Practice 

19 

9a & 5:30p FFF  

20 21 

22 23 

3:30p 

Adventurers 

24 

9a & 5:30p FFF  

9a Mom 2 Mom  

25 

6:45a Men’s Morning 

3:30p PowerPack 

5:30p Scramble 

6p Memorials Meeting 

6:00p R360 Meeting 

6:15p Youth Group* 

6:30p Choir Practice 

7:15p Praise Practice 

26 

9a & 5:30p FFF  

27 28 

29 30 

3:30p 

Adventurers 

     

8:45a The Way Service 

9:30a Sunday School 

10:30a Sanctuary Worship 

*Kids Bake Sale - Before & 

After each service.  

6:30p Movie  

Night - FLC 

8:45a The Way Service 

9:30a Sunday School 

10:30a Sanctuary Worship 

11:30a New Member Class 

5:30p “We Are One”  

Worship and Potluck  

  Longford UMC Flood 

  Fundraiser 

8:45a The Way Service 

9:30a Sunday School 

10:30a Sanctuary Worship 

1:30p NUMANA 

    Youth following 

 Numana event. 

8:45a The Way Service 

9:30a Sunday School 

10:30a Sanctuary Worship 

 

FLC - Family Life Center 

FEL - Fellowship Hall (basement) 

Cong. Care - Congregational Care Team 

UMW - United Methodist Women 

FFF - Faithfully Fit Forever 

*Youth Group - HS, meet in Youth Room.  

             MS - Meet in Fellowship Hall 

** Alla Sera - UMW Cluster 

     C.O.O.L.W.H.I.P. - UMW Cluster 



We so much appreciated you opening your beautiful church to us, our family and all of the people that attended 

Mom’s service. We knew that you would do a wonderful job hosting us and you REALLY DID!  

           Thanks, Karen & Scott Girard & The Elaine Claeys Family! 

Thank you for the many food items, cards, donations to KETCH and the United Methodist Church and prayers 

that were sent to us following the passing of Lorenze. We appreciate all of your love and kindness during this time.  

A thank you to Faun Bauer with “Cooking with Love” ministry for the delicious tray of cookies.  

A thank you to the ladies of the church for the lovely luncheon served after Lorenze’s funeral.  

                              The Karmann Family 

Brandi & Grady Griggs, Thank you so much for washing my car (Aug. 1st). You went above and beyond the call 

of caring by thoroughly washing the outside and cleaning the inside. The seat was left exactly where I needed it 

and the thermostat at a level I have always wanted it to be in the summer but never knew how to change it.  

                             Sincerely, Linda Kane 

United Methodist Church, Thank you for the $500 scholarship. I am attending Cloud County Community 

College to study Criminal Justice and I greatly appreciate your help.                 Sincerely, Jalyn Kasper 

 

A couple of weeks ago our church had the pleasure of welcoming back one of our former Pastors, Rev. Bob Baer 

and his wife, Cherri.  He filled the pulpit as Pastor Andrea was on vacation.  Rev. Bob was the Pastor at CCUMC 

from 1994 – 2002.  I was utterly amazed as I watched him greet people that morning. If you were a part of this 

church during those years, he more than likely called you by name.  How can someone remember names that well 

after 17 years?  We shared lunch with the Baer’s that day and heard so many wonderful stories of their time in 

Clay Center. 

 

I couldn’t help but think about what it might have been like for Bob to preach again in our sanctuary.   Did it feel 

as familiar to him as his voice sounded to us?  Did a flood of memories rush through his mind as he stood at the 

pulpit that was once “his spot” for so many years?  And, how rewarding must it have been for him to lead worship 

in the Family Life Center – the very building that was just a vision when he arrived in Clay Center, but became a 

reality before he left.  I imagine he would never have guessed at the time how much that building would be used 

each and every week.  It truly is a place that increases the mission of our church, through worship, fellowship and 

community involvement.  A simple structure that has brought life back to our church. 

 

Each time a Pastor moves from this place, they leave their mark.  Rev. Bob left a physical landmark.  I hope that 

he knows how much our church and community benefits from his persistence and diligence in making our 

original dream a reality.  The Family Life Center is a direct result of a vision, a long range plan, and a dedicated 

congregation with a strong leader at the helm leading the mission.  I am glad that he was able to see some of the 

fruits of his labor. 

 

Wishing you a blessed September, 

Marabeth 



On Sunday, August 18th we hosted our annual Promotion Sunday. Herb Mugler was recognized for 

teaching Sunday School for 60 years! The Fourth Graders received their bibles and everyone was excited 

to move up to a different grade level!  

Receiving their Bible!  

A Thank You to Herb!  

A special Thank You to Marsha Argo for her work as a 

Sunday School Superintendent for the past three years. She, 

along with Robin Sherbert and Julie Browne were 

responsible for the entire Sunday School Department, 

including securing teachers, Easter Egg Hunt, Promotion 

Sunday, and the Christmas Program, among other things. 

Marsha will be replaced by Ashley Skinner. THANK YOU 

The 4th Graders that received their bibles were: Rylan 

Gurney, Jett Hayes, Ronnail Beougher, and Jayli Liby. Not 

pictured, Bethany Jamison.  



The CCUMC Youth Group is off to a great start for the new year!  A Family BBQ was held on 

Sunday, August 25
th

.  Following a delicious lunch, the Youth Leadership Team was introduced. They 

include High School Leader, Kate Henry; Middle School Leaders, Mike & Marsha Argo; and Recreation 

Leader, Arica Hayes.   

 The Youth Group will be meeting on Wednesday evenings at the church. They are invited to eat 

together at Scramble and then head on to their lesson and recreation time. Their semester is planned with 

great lessons, fun activities and several mission projects.  

 Please continue to pray for the youth of our church and for the Youth Leadership Team. Thank 

you, in advance, for your support of their many projects and activities. 

SUNDAY 

The health ministry team would like to thank the Memorials Committee for their support of one of our 

projects this year.  An AED machine has been purchased and will be placed in the Family Life Center 

entrance between the Family Life Center and sanctuary. An AED is an automatic external defibrillator 

and will give us more immediate support for someone in need. We are also working with Clay County 

Medical Center to provide CPR and AED training for our church members. On September 17, there will 

be 2 classes provided free of charge. Each class can hold 12 individuals. If you are interested in receiving 

this training, please email or call the church office. There will also be sign ups at church on Sunday. We 

would also like to have a list of individuals that are already CPR and AED trained. If you could please let 

the church office know if you hold this certification, we would appreciate it. Thank you to all that have 

been involved in this project! 

A Message from our Health Ministry Team 

After School Program 

The After School Programs will be starting up again this month. It is a special time for the kids, with Bible 

Lessons, Crafts, Snacks and fun games, created especially for their age! Adventurers is for those in 1st, 2nd 

& 3rd Grade. They will meet each Monday beginning September 16th from 3:30-5:00 p.m. The church van 

will pick up the children at Lincoln School. Power Pack is for 4th & 5th Graders. They will meet each 

Wednesday beginning September 18th from 3:30-5:00 p.m. and will walk to the church from Garfield 

School. These programs are led by Payton Conner. She can be contacted at 785-447-1439 if you have any 

questions. It is going to be a great time!! Invite a friend!!  
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WILDER AUTO BODY  

Owner Kyle Wilder   

138 Crawford 632-3484   

Complete Auto Body Repair, 

Insurance Claims, 24 Hour  

 
Thank you to our 

Enlightener sponsors 

Wall’s True Value 

Hardware - Television 

Major Appliances - Lumber 

632-2851 

SCRAMBLE  

(Our weekly Wednesday evening meal, 5:30-6:30 p.m.) 

September 4 - BENEFIT for  

BARBARA GEARHART (5-7 p.m.) 

Pulled Pork Dinner 

September 11 - MOM 2 MOM 

Spaghetti Dinner 

September 18 - GARFIELD NEIGHBORS 

Sloppy Joes 

September 25 - BOYSCOUTS 

TBD 


