
The Enlightener:   

March 2019 

March 10  Genesis 1: 1-5     This is Me: Accepted 

March 17  John 2: 13-22; James 2: 14-17   A Million Dreams: Co-Creators 

March 24  Ephesians 1: 2-10; Mark 8: 31-38  The Other Side: Revived 

March 31  Jeremiah 31: 31-34; John 12: 20-26  From Now On: Forgiven and Freed 

April 7  John 20: 19-23     Come Alive: Unafraid 

2019 Lenten Sermon Series  - The Greatest Showman 

   This month we begin the season of Lent, a time of fasting and prayer. 

   This is a time when we prepare our hearts and minds for Christ,  

   intentionally growing closer to Christ. It is a good time to take on new 

   practices, and let go of old habits that are not healthy for us to continue. I 

   invite you to join me in daily prayer and daily scripture reading this Lent. 

   I plan to read and meditate on the Sermon on the Mount this year, found 

   in the Gospel of Matthew, chapters 5, 6 and 7. I will take a small section, 

   about 3 verses, per day and really focus on them. I invite you to join me 

in this reading, studying and praying through scripture.  

This is also a time of many questions about our United Methodist denomination, in the 

wake of our specially called 2019 General Conference. I may or may not have answers to 

your questions, but do know that I am here for you. I will listen to your questions and con-

cerns. We may or may not agree on everything, but I am your pastor, and I love you, and I 

care about you, no matter what.  

Bishop Saenz has scheduled another set of meetings in each district post-General Confer-

ence 2019 to discuss whatever happens there, and to help answer questions. The Salina Dis-

trict meeting is the first meeting, taking place on Saturday, March 9 from 2-5pm at Salina 

First UMC. Everyone is welcome to attend. If you cannot make it to that meeting, you 

may attend any of the district meetings. The Manhattan district meeting is April 13 at Man-

hattan First UMC from 1:30-4:30pm.  

No matter what the General Conference decides, God is still God, and Christ is still Christ. 

You are still loved. No decision will take effect immediately, and if any changes are to take 

place, we will have time to prepare ourselves, our hearts, our minds, and our church for 

those changes. While we are human and we change, God’s grace and God’s love for us re-

mains steadfast.  

In Christ, 

Pastor Andrea 
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Financial Report from 

Finance Committee:  

General Budget  

January 

Tithes & Offerings: $17,675.34 

Expenses: $24,861.85 

Year To Date 

January 1 -  January 31 

Tithes & Offerings: $17,675.34 

Expenses: $24,861.85 

Deep Heartfelt Sympathy and Prayers to:   

Pat & Steve Deutscher and family on the loss of Pat’s father; 

William (Bill) Gillespie 

Connie Swenson and family on the loss of 

Lloyd Swenson 

July 3, 1920 - February 20, 2019 

IN OUR PRAYERS: Marilyn Martin, Raymond Bull, Elizabeth Carlson, Carolyn Kirtley,  

Kevin Knitter, Mac Cramer, Jean Ann Poore, Linda Blackwood, Sylvia Wohler, Oliver Wilder, 

Travis Charbonneau, Duane Slingsby, Sheldon Bergstrom and for those whose names are 

unmentioned. Dear Lord, for you know & love them.  

Serving in the Military:  Brenden Kolsky, Valerie Rico 

MARCH Mission 

For more than 50 years, United Methodist congregations have 

been taking part in a special UMCOR Sunday offering, laying 

the foundation for UMCOR’s ministry of relief and hope. Gifts 

like yours make it possible for UMCOR to give 100% of all other 

contributions on the projects our donors specify, instead of on 

The 2019  Annual UMW Spring Fling will be held Monday, April 8, 

2019 at 6:30 pm in the Family Life Center. The Speaker for the event 

is Nathan Morgan from The Big Garden, in Omaha NE.  

The Clay Center United Methodist Women invite all women and girls 

to this event! There will be a salad potluck for dinner. Please bring a 

salad to share.  

The Trustees would to thank ALL those who have volunteered with the 

church’s sidewalk snow removal. We are happy to have Andy and Spencer 

Coffman as our designated sidewalk snow removal team. Thank you to them 

and their parents, David and Darla for helping us keep our sidewalks clean 

and safe. If a situation arises where they need more help, we hope we can call 

on those who have volunteered in the past. Thank you again to ALL! It has 

been a busy snow removal winter!  

Thank you, Ruth Ann Johnson - Trustee Chair 

We are now taking orders 

for Easter Flowers.  

The cost is $15 to sponsor 

an arrangement.  

The arrangements will be 

artificial and will be kept at 

the church for future use.  

All sponsored flowers will 

be listed in the bulletin 

Easter Sunday and the 

Enlightener.  

Please call or email the 

church office to sponsor an 

arrangement.  

632-3106 or 

churchoffice@claycenterumc.org 



Burke Lehman was baptized on  

Sunday, February 17th.  

Items may be dropped off in the Family Life Center at the following times:  

Thursday, April 4th from 4-6 p.m. & Friday, April 5th from 8-6 p.m. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
Vacation Bible School 

Tuesday - Friday 

May 28 - 31 

9:00—11:45 a.m. 

Ages: 4 years old through current 5th Grade 

If you would like to volunteer for VBS in any capacity, please contact 

one of the Directors: Aly Schooley, Kayla Kinderknecht, Nicole Glavan or 

Kate Hofffman or call Marabeth Conner at the church 632-3106 

As I write this I have a renewed purpose. I just returned from trip to the Holy Land which the Lord allowed 

me to take following 3 weeks of dealing with heart issues. Not only did I get to share this experience with 

fellow Christians from this area but I also got to know my Lord better. What a joy! 

Now, on April 4th, from 4 to 7, and on April 6, from 10-12, at the Common Ground bldg, the Community 

Church Camp Committee will have their sign up sessions.This is when ANY student from the USD 379 

school district can apply for a full-ride scholarship to a summer church camp of their choice. The application 

process is simple; your name, your contact info, and the camp you want to go to. That's it!!!!!  We can even 

help you find that camp to attend.  

Obviously, this doesn't happen without a lot of community support. As of now there is fund of more than 

$18,000 to cover camp registration fees and many who are willing to provide transportation. We just need 

students who want to go. We hope to have over 100 apply this year which will require near $30,000. Consider 

joining our effort to "lead kids to Christ through Church camps". You won't regret it, guaranteed!!!! 

Alan Johnson 

Community Church Camp Committee 



Dinner at 5:00 pm  

Program at 6:30 pm 

Musician & Speaker: Phil Stacey 

Christian Recording Artist 

Join us on March 3rd at our Monthly Movie 

night to watch The Greatest Showman! This is 

the Kick off to our Lenten Sermon Series which 

is based off the music in this movie.  

March Monthly Movie Night 

Sunday, March 3rd 

6:30 pm  

Family Life Center 

Refreshments and Child-Care Provided 

If you would like a ride to the rally, please contact the church office. (785) 632-3106  

Saturday, March 9 

Salina First UMC 

2-5 p.m. 

POST GENERAL CONFERENCE MEETING 

Saturday, April 13 

Manhattan First UMC 

1:30-4:30 p.m. 

Come join Bishop Ruben Saenz Jr. as he discusses the 2019 General Conference 

and answers questions at the Town Hall Meetings.   

More dates and  information can be found on the conference website.  

Ticket Info:  $20 -  Dinner & Program 

  $10 - Program Only 

 Call: Mike Argo, 785-447-1725 

Sunday, March 3 



March 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

3  Youth Sunday 4 5 

9a Mom 2 Mom 

9a FFF 

9:15a Cong. Care 

3:30p Power Pack 

5:30p FFF 

6:45p Trustees 

6 

5:30p Scramble 

5:30p Alla Sera 

6:00p Confirmation 

6:30p Ash Wednesday   

          Service 

No Choir 

 

7 

9a FFF 

3:30p Adventurers 

5:30p FFF 

1 

 

 

8 

9:30a  

Home Spun 

2 

 

 

9  

2-5p 

Post GC  

Meeting  

Salina 

10 11 12 

9a FFF 

NO Power Pack 

5:30p FFF 

13 

6:45a Men’s Morning 

12p Lenten Lunch 

4:30p Praise Team 

5:00p Scramble 

NO Confirmation 

6:30p Choir Practice 

14 

9a FFF 

NO Adventurers 

5:30p FFF 

15 

 

 

6:30p Family 

Game Night 

16 

17 18 19 

9a Mom 2 Mom 

9a FFF 

3:30p Power Pack 

5:30p FFF 

20 

12p Lenten Lunch 

4:30p Praise Team 

5:00p Scramble 

5:30p C.O.O.L.W.H.I.P. 

6p Confirmation 

6:30p Choir Practice 

21 

9a FFF 

3:30p Adventurers 

5:30p FFF 

22 23 

24 25 26 

9a FFF 

3:30p Power Pack 

5:30p FFF 

27 

6:45a Men’s Morning 

12p Lenten Lunch 

4:30p Praise Team 

5:00p Scramble 

5:00p UMW Exec. 

                  Meeting 

6p Confirmation 

6:30p Choir Practice 

28 

9a FFF 

3:30p Adventurers 

5:30p FFF 

29 

10a-7p 

KCLY Spring 

       Expo 

30 

Confirma-

tion 

Activity 

 

31 

 

      

8:45 The Way Service 

9:30 Sunday School 

10:30 Sanctuary Worship 

2:30p Youth Dodgeball  

 Tournament 

 

8:45 The Way Service 

9:30 Sunday School  

10:30 Sanctuary Worship 

NO YOUTH GROUP 

5:00 Men & Boys Rally 

6:30 Movie Night  

“The Greatest Showman” 

 

8:45 The Way Service 

9:30 Sunday School    

10:30 Sanctuary Worship 

NO Youth Group 

 

FFF - Faithfully Fit Forever 

Power Pack - 4-5th Grade  

Adventurers - 1-3rd Grade  

Cong. Care - Congregational Care 

C.O.O.L.W.H.I.P.  - UMW Cluster 

Alla Sera - UMW Cluster 

Home Spun - UMW Cluster 

Spring Break - March 8 - March 15th  

8:45 The Way Service 

9:30 Sunday School 

10:30 Sanctuary Worship 

4:30p Youth Group 

8:45 The Way Service 

9:30 Sunday School 

10:30 Sanctuary Worship 

4:30p Youth Group 



To Frances and the Quilt Committee,  

Thank you so very much for the beautiful quilt and all the prayer knots given to me. The colors chosen are 

perfect for my family room.              Thanks again to ALL, June Campbell 

Thank you so much for the beautiful prayer quilt. It is such a wonderful, meaningful gift! It’s very 

comforting to have a physical reminder of the prayers being said for me.   Love, Teresa Shippy 

The Staff/ Parish Relations Committee announces the resignation of 

Tiffany Wertenberger as the accompanist of the Praise Team due to 

their family moving to the Manhattan area. Tiffany has been an 

integral part of the creation of the Praise Team and has been on staff 

for many years. Tiffany, Aaron and their five children will be 

greatly missed, as they have been active in all areas of the church. 

We wish them God’s richest blessings as they make this move. 

Thank you Tiffany for sharing your talents with your church!  

Is there anything that brings more joy than watching children at church? I don’t think so! I love 
the way children literally come into the church building with a skip in their step, smiling and 
laughing. They are painting a perfect picture as to how we should all feel as we come to join our 
church family to worship, to learn and to fellowship together. 

I love watching the little ones make their way up for the Young Christian Lessons. They are 
learning by listening intently to the Bible stories, as everyone anxiously awaits their responses 
to the questions asked. Often times, responses so comical that they draw endearing laughs 
from the crowd. I love the way that they are learning their manners as they wait their turn to 
receive a small treat and saying “Thank You” as they go back to their seats.  

I love hearing them as they sing along with the music, with their own version of what the words 
might be. Listening to them as they recite the Lord’s Prayer completely melts me! I can only 
imagine how special that is to God. 

Finally, I love that you, the parents are making a commitment to bring your children up in the 
church. Life pulls families in so many directions. Adding one more thing to an already 
overloaded schedule can seem impossible. I admire you for making church related activities a 
priority. We, as your church family, will do all we can to live out the Baptismal vows we make to 
love your children, help them grow in their faith, and pray for them that they may become true 
disciples of Christ. 

In Love, 
Marabeth 
“I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth.” 3 John 1:4 



iCan 

Be on the lookout in future weeks and months for opportunities to expand 

your horizons as those with “expertise” in various areas share their 

knowledge and talents! 

iCan Learn - iCan Teach - iCan Share 

Yes, you can!!  

I was asked for “a few words” about our trip to the Holy Land. I will try to keep it to a few 

words even though I get so excited about the experience! People have asked me what the best 

experience I had during the trip was—I have a difficult time deciding because there were so 

many. The Teaching Steps, Doves Valley Path, Jerusalem, Bethlehem, the Gard of Gethsemane, 

the Jordan River, the Garden Tomb—but I think I would have to say that, when we went on 

the boat on the Sea of Galilee, it was the first experience where I felt I was actually in a place 

that Jesus had been. He touched my heart and I felt an extreme peace and love and it set an 

attitude for the rest of the trip. We were told “You read the Bible in black and white. After this 

experience you will experience the Bible in Living Color!” It is true as I read my devotions in 

the mornings, I close my eyes and see it in color! 

My advice is, if you have the opportunity to go on a trip to the Holy Land, don’t hesitate—GO! 

It could be the best decision you can make for your faith journey!   Ruth Ann Johnson 

 

A big thank you to all that prayed for the group that went to the Holy Land. There were 17 

from our church and 2 others from our community that joined this journey. One of the 

meaningful things that happened was that the Bishop, Reuben Saenz, his wife, six young pastors 

and several people who work in the Conference office were on our bus. We spent time visiting 

and worshiping together and made such wonderful new Christian friends.  

A highlight for me was the rededication of my baptism in the River Jordan and another was 

praying at the Wailing Wall. When I think about the trip, I become overwhelmed with all that 

Christ has done for me in my life and especially the fact that he gave his life for me.  

Several of us that went on the trip have been sharing our journey and pictures. If you would 

like to know more about it, please ask.        Linda Henry 



 - Our church has a prayer chapel? 

 - Our church receives prayer requests via 

   the church office? 

 - Our church has a ministry prayer team? 

  - You are invited to participate in group 

   prayer? 

The prayer chapel is located in the basement 

off the west hall.  

The ministry prayer team members are: 

Frances Benson, Carol Morgan, L’Jeane 

Mugler, Peggy Schulze and Linda Siebold.  

You are welcome to attend our meetings, the 

3rd Monday of each month at 2:00 pm in the 

Chapel.  

Since we have started sending the 

Enlightener electronically, if you 

would like to stop receiving the 

paper copy, please let the church 

office know.  

Please call: 785-632-3106 or email: 

churchoffice@claycenterumc.org  

ENLIGHTENER 

The SPRC is happy to announce 

the hiring of Payton Conner as 

the Director of the Children's 

After School Program.   

She will be leading Power Pack 

and the Adventurers groups on 

Tuesday and Thursday 

afternoons.   

Payton is a student at Kansas State 

University and is an active 

member of CCUMC.   



 

 

 

Happy Birthday 85 and Up 

Iris Rouse    3/1 

Joyce Hogan   3/1 

Delores D. Case   3/3 

Ernest Sharp   3/23 

Wilbert Killman   3/23 

Barbara Booth   3/24 

Leah Wall    3/25 

Happy Anniversary 50 years+ 

Larry & Carol Morgan 3/7 60 yrs.  

Terry & Dianna Fleming 3/22 51 yrs.  

Bruce & Faun Bauer  3/29 50 yrs. 

The Youth Group would like to thank the congregation for their 

support of the Super Bowl Snack Sale. Many delicious snacks 

were provided by the kids for the sale.  

Last month the MYF took part in a two week study by Kayla 

Kinderknecht on Kindness and heard a presentation by Brandi 

Griggs on her recent trip to the Holy Land.  

This month, along with regular activities, the Youth Group will 

be leading both worship services on Sunday, March 3rd. They 

will also be hosting a Dodgeball Tournament with other are 

Youth Groups at the end of the month.  

The MYF meets on Sunday’s from 4:30—6:00 pm and is open to 

all area youth 6th-12th Grade.  

KCLY Spring Expo - Friday, March 29th and the CCUMC will have an 

informational booth. If you would like represent our church by sitting at the 

booth, please contact Marabeth Conner at 632-3106. There are time slots available 

from 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 pm.  

The Kids Connect sang a few of their 

favorite songs for both worship services 

on February 24th. This group is led by 

the Sunday School Teachers. They 

practice during their Opening Time prior 

to Sunday School each week.  



The Enlightener 
Clay Center United Methodist Church  -  Pastor Andrea Beyer 

921 5th Street  -  P.O. Box 118  -  Clay Center, Kansas 67432-2509    

   Phone 785-632-3106  -  Email: churchoffice@claycenterumc.org  -  Web site: 

www.claycenterumc.org 

WILDER AUTO BODY  

Owner Kyle Wilder   

138 Crawford 632-3484   

Complete Auto Body Repair, 

Insurance Claims, 24 Hour  

 

March 6 - AWANAS Club (Clay Center Wesleyan Youth) 

SOUP SUPPER 

 

March 13 - Lion’s Club (5p-7p) 

PANCAKE FEED 

 

March 20 - Boy Scouts (5p-7p) 

HOG ROAST 

 

March 27 - CCARE (5p-7p) 

BREAKFAST FOR DINNER 

Thank you to our 

Enlightener sponsors 

Wall’s True Value 

Hardware - Television 

Major Appliances - Lumber 

632-2851 

SCRAMBLE  
A Community Dinner held on Wednesday evenings  


